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La Crescent is Minnesota’s Newest Bird City 

 

Roseville, Minn. (November 23, 2020) – Audubon Minnesota announced today that La Crescent will be awarded 

Bird City status in a presentation to the La Crescent City Council on Monday, November 23rd.  Bird City Minnesota is 

a pilot project within Audubon Minnesota’s Bird-Friendly Communities program. Bird City promotes and celebrates 

communities that improve bird habitat, reduce threats to birds, and engage their citizens in conservation action. 

La Crescent has a long-standing commitment to natural resources conservation and sustainability. They serve as a 

great example of how conservation action can be part of community planning and make a real difference towards 

creating a healthy ecosystem along one of the world’s most important river systems.  According to Jim Nissen, La 

Crescent Bird City coordinator, “The Bird City designation adds to the growing list environmental designations that 

La Crescent has been awarded in the recent past.  Others include Tree City USA and Minnesota GreenStep Cities 

Program.”  

“Birds are a great focus for conservation” said Rob Schultz, Audubon Minnesota’s Executive Director and Vice 

President of the Upper Mississippi River region for the National Audubon Society. “Bird City is bringing people 

together to make the whole community stronger and healthier for birds and for people.” 

La Crescent is located within two designated Important Bird Areas: the Bluffland-Root River and Upper Mississippi 

River National Wildlife Refuge.  Major concentration areas for both tundra swans and canvasbacks birds are located 

in close proximity to La Crescent.  National Wildlife Refuge lands and waters within the La Crescent city limits and 

adjoining planning area are within the designated Important Bird Areas, and make La Crescent an ideal community 

for birdwatching and conservation. 

La Crescent partnered with the Minnesota Land Trust to protect 113 acres of bluffland known as Eagles Bluff Park.  

In the spring of 2019, city residents began cutting and removing invasive species from a prairie in the park to 

restore habitat for birds and pollinators by allowing prairie wildflowers and grasses to flourish.  La Crescent has also 

taken proactive measures to manage Emerald Ash Borer infested trees on city boulevards and parks and developed 

plans to remove and plant trees as part of a community forest plan. 

Bird City Minnesota is modeled after a successful programs in Wisconsin. Program requirements focus on 

improving and protecting habitat, reducing threats and engaging the public in outdoor activities. Communities that 

meet a specific number of best practices are eligible to become a Bird City and can renew annually for as long as 

they continue their conservation work. 

Funding for the Bird City was provided by the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as 

recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR).  The Trust Fund is a 

permanent fund constitutionally established by the citizens of Minnesota to assist in the protection, conservation, 

preservation, and enhancement of the state’s air, water, land fish, wildlife and other natural resources.  Currently 
40% of net Minnesota State Lottery proceeds are dedicated to growing the Trust Fund and ensuring future benefits 

for Minnesota’s environment and natural resources.  

To learn more about Bird City visit mn.audubon.org  

http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/bird-city-minnesota
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What is good for birds is good for people. Audubon Minnesota delivers conservation results by focusing on creating 

bird-friendly communities, protecting water for birds and people, and shaping a healthy climate. To learn more, visit 

mn.audubon.org 

 

 

Available for Interviews: 

Rob Schultz 

Executive Director and Vice President 

Audubon Minnesota and the National Audubon Society 

rob.schultz@audubon.org 

 

Jim Nissen 

Bird City Volunteer Coordinator 

City of La Crescent 

rnissen@acegroup.cc 
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