
MINUTES, REGULAR MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 

NOVEMBER 25, 2013 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the second meeting of the City Council of the City of La Crescent for 
the month of November was called to order by Mayor Mike Poellinger at 5:30 PM in the La Crescent City Hall, 
La Crescent, Minnesota, on Monday, November 25, 2013, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Upon a roll 
call taken and tallied by the City Administrator, the following members were present:  Members John Graf, 
Dale Williams, and Mayor Mike Poellinger.  Members absent:  Bernie Buehler and Greg Husmann, both 
excused.  Also present was City Administrator Bill Waller and City Attorney Skip Wieser. 
 
Mayor Poellinger asked if anyone wished to take action to change the agenda as presented.  It was requested to 
add #3.10 – Massage Technician Application.  Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as 
follows: 
 
A MOTION TO APPROVE AFOREMENTIONED ADDITION TO THE PRINTED AGENDA 
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 1 – CONSENT AGENDA 
 
At this time, the Mayor read the following items to be considered as part of the Consent Agenda for this regular 
meeting: 
 
1.1 MINUTES – NOVEMBER 12, 2013 
1.2 BILLS PAYABLE THROUGH NOVEMBER 21, 2013 
1.3 CASH BALANCE/ACTIVITY REPORT – OCTOBER 2013 
1.4 LIBRARY REPORT – OCTOBER 2013 
 
At the conclusion of the reading of the Consent Agenda, Mayor Poellinger asked if the Council wished to have 
any of the items removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  Member Williams made a motion, 
seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 
 
A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED 
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
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and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 3.1 – 2014 TRANSIT AGREEMENT 
 
Keith Carlson from the La Crosse MTU was present to review with Council the 2014 transit agreement with the 
City of La Crosse to provide public bus transportation to the City of La Crescent.  Mr. Carlson reviewed 
ridership information, stated costs were going down even though service has increased, and discussed Saturday 
service starting in 2015.  Various residents spoke in favor of Saturday service.  There are funds in the proposed 
2014 general fund budget for the City’s share of the project cost.  Following discussion, Member Graf made a 
motion, seconded by Member Williams, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2014 OPERATIONS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LA 
CROSSE AND THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION BY BUS. 
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 3.2 – AMEND SOLID WASTE CONTRACT 
 
City Attorney Wieser reviewed with Council the proposed First Amendment to Contract for Collection of Solid 
Waste Services between the City of La Crescent and Hilltopper Refuse.  It is being recommended that 
paragraph 6.1.4 be deleted in its entirety.  Paragraph 6.1.4 is a term provided by the insurance provider for 
general service contracts.  However, based on the service provided in this particular situation, that insurance is 
not obtainable or applicable.  After reviewing with the City’s insurance provider’s risk counsel, it is suggested 
the paragraph be deleted to avoid any confusion regarding the insurance obligations on the contractor.  
Following discussion, Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT FOR COLLECTION, 
TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF REFUSE AND RECYCLING BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
LA CRESCENT AND HILLTOPPER REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICE, INC. WHICH WILL 
DELETE PARAGRAPH 6.1.4 IN ITS ENTIRETY.     
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
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ITEM 3.3 – EMPLOYEE RESIGNATION 
 
Council reviewed the November 13, 2013 letter of resignation to Chief Todd Nelson from Officer Laura 
Jackson of the La Crescent Police Department.  Officer Jackson’s last day will be November 27, 2013.  
Following discussion, Member Graf made a motion, seconded by Member Williams, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM OFFICER LAURA JACKSON OF 
THE LA CRESCENT POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 27, 2013.   
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 3.4 – PERSONNEL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Administrator Waller gave an overview regarding the process of finalizing a hiring recommendation to fill the 
vacancy in the Police Department.  It is the intention of the Committee to present the recommendation at the 
December 9th City Council Meeting and to have the new Police Officer officially sworn in on that date.  No 
action taken.  
 
ITEM 3.5 – SET 2014 BAG/RECYCLING FEE 
 
It was recommended to Council that the following charges be established for the bag and recycling fees for 
2014.  These fees would take effect on January 1, 2014: 
 

• Per bag charge - $2.50 per bag. 
• Recycling fee - $3.20 per residential unit per month.  This charge will be placed on the City utility bills, 

and will be billed on a quarterly basis. 
 
Following discussion, Member Graf introduced the following resolution and moved its passage and adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-13-20 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING BAG AND RECYCLING FEES FOR 2014 
FOR THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of La Crescent would like to recommend the following charges be established for 
bag and recycling fees for 2014: 

• Per bag charge - $2.50 per bag. 
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• Recycling fee - $3.20 per residential unit per month.  This charge will be placed on the City utility bills, 
and will be billed on a quarterly basis. 
 

 WHEREAS, these fees would take effect on January 1, 2014. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of La Crescent hereby 
approves the charges established for bag and recycling fees effective January 1, 2014 as follows: 

• Per bag charge - $2.50 per bag. 
• Recycling fee - $3.20 per residential unit per month.  This charge will be placed on the City utility bills, 

and will be billed on a quarterly basis. 
 

ADOPTED this 25th day of November, 2013. 

SIGNED: 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
City Administrator 
 
 
The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Member Williams and upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the 
City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and resolution duly passed and 
adopted. 
 
ITEM 3.6 – WINTER PARADE REQUEST 
 
Council reviewed a request from the La Crescent Chamber of Commerce Christmas Committee to have a 
Winter Parade on Friday, December 13, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. to coincide with other Christmas in La Crescent 
activities.  They have permission from Crucifixion Church to use their parking lot for the staging of the parade 
and with the expansion of the parade route they have submitted the necessary paperwork to get permission from 
the County to have part of the parade on Elm Street (between Main Street and South 2nd Streets).  The parade 
would start on South 2nd by Crucifixion Church entrance.  It would proceed west on South 2nd, turn right and 
proceed north to Main Street.  It would then turn right onto Main Street and proceed east to Walnut Street.  The 
parade would turn right onto Walnut and proceed south to South 2nd Street.  Finally, turn right back onto South 
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2nd Street and end at church parking lot.  They have met with Chief Nelson and he has approved the proposed 
parade route.   Following discussion, Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE LA CRESCENT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S REQUEST FOR A 
WINTER PARADE IN THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT ON DECEMBER 13, 2013 AT 7:00 P.M. AND 
ALSO THE ROUTE AS PRESENTED.   
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 3.7 – ENGINEERING AGREEMENT – TENNIS COURTS 
 
The 2011 recreational facility  bond issue for the swimming pool improvement project included $224,640 for 
the construction of new tennis courts.  Council reviewed the proposed site plan from the City’s Comprehensive 
Park and Recreation Plan, along with two Engineering Agreements.  These Agreements are separated solely for 
the purpose of not compromising the application that will be submitted to the USTA for grant funding towards 
the construction of post-tension concrete tennis courts.  There are funds in the project budget for this expense.     
Following discussion, Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE TWO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT AND WHKS & CO. FOR THE PROJECTS DESCRIBED 
AS TENNIS COURTS AT KISTLER PARK – POST TENSION CONCRETE AND TENNIS COURTS 
AT KISTLER PARK – BITUMINOUS SURFACE.    
  
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, the following Members present voted in favor 
thereof, viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 3.8 – RESOLUTION MAKING SPECIAL LEVIES 
 
Council reviewed a Resolution making special levies for the collection with Real Estate taxes payable in the 
Calendar Year 2014.  Following discussion, Member Williams introduced the following resolution and moved 
its passage and adoption: 
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RESOLUTION 11-13-21 
 

RESOLUTION MAKING SPECIAL LEVIES FOR 
COLLECTION WITH REAL ESTATE TAXES PAYABLE IN THE 

CALENDAR YEAR 2014 
 
     BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of La Crescent, Minnesota as follows: 
 
1.  It is hereby found and determined and declared that the amounts set forth in a column at the right to be levied 
as a special assessment against the listed property and to be collected in the calendar year 2014 as provided by 
law. 
 
  
HOUSTON CO.  
AUDITOR REF.  

NUMBER 

 
PROPERTY 

OWNER 

 
CITY 

ACCOUNT # 

 
AMOUNT 

TO BE 
LEVIED IN 

2010 

 
CODE 

25.0018.000 BERNICE M GITTEN 101037.02 & .03 416.01 80 
25.0141.000 KAREN STOTTS 113025.00 89.15 80 
25.0482.001 TJE HOLDINGS, LLC 209033.13 93.19 80 
25.0640 000 LEONARD E GREENWOOD 215001.00 211.60 80 
25.9081 000 WILLIAM KISTLER / BLANK, 

RYAN & AMY RILEY 
303017.03 174.12 80 

25.1257.002 SUE WARNKE-LASKA 304002.00 109.31 80 
25.1052.000 FEDERAL NATIONAL 

MORTGAGE ASSO 
306002.00 339.76 80 

25.1305.000 JEROD K WITT 309013.01 262.72 80 
25.1391.000 GREAT RIVER INVESTMENT 311034.08 202.73 80 
25.1274 000 LA CRESCENT T-1 LLC 

TED THOMPSON 
Accounts Rec. 1,833.70 80 

 
ADOPTED this 25th day of November, 2013. 

 
      SIGNED: 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
City Administrator 
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The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Member Graf and upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the 
City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and resolution duly passed and 
adopted. 
 
ITEM 3.9 – LOCAL STUDIES REQUEST 
 
The City has received a $5,000 local studies request from the La Crosse Area Planning Committee (LAPC).  It 
was recommended to Council to accept the local studies funding and authorize the Planning Commission to 
work with a consulting engineering firm to complete the scope of the project.  It was the consensus of Council 
to proceed as recommended.   
 
ITEM 3.10 – MASSAGE TECHNICIAN APPLICATION 
 
Council reviewed a Massage Technician Application from Lila Micheli.  City Administrator Waller stated the 
application was in order and recommended approval.  Following discussion, Member Graf made a motion, 
seconded by Member Williams, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MASSAGE TECHNICIAN APPLICATION FOR LILA MICHELI.  
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, the following Members present voted in favor 
thereof, viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
ITEM 6.1 – FIRE COOPERATIVE MEETING MINUTES – 11/15/2013 
 
Council reviewed the Minutes from the November 15, 2013 La Crescent Community Fire Cooperative Meeting.  
No action taken. 
 
ITEM 8.1 – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
The Chamber of Commerce reported that the Holiday Train would arrive in La Crescent on December 10 and 
the Winter Parade would be held on December 13, 2013 with an extended route.  
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ITEM 2 – PUBLIC MEETING – 2014 GENERAL FUND BUDGET AND LEVY 
 
It being 6:00 PM, Mayor Poellinger opened the public meeting on the 2014 General Fund Budget and Levy.  
Administrator Waller gave an overview explaining the budget process.  There were questions from Council 
Members regarding various budget items.  The Mayor then asked if anyone present in the audience wished to 
make comments.  There were no questions from public.  The public meeting was then closed. 
 
Following discussion, Member Graf made a motion, seconded by Member Williams, as follows: 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2014 GENERAL FUND BUDGET AS PROPOSED.  
 
Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 
viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
 
Council then reviewed the preliminary levy resolution that the City Council adopted in September of 2013.  The 
proposed 2014 levy is a 0% levy increase from 2013.  The total levy for the City has remained relatively 
constant over the past few years, excluding the additional increase for the voter approved levy for the swimming 
pool project.  Following review and discussion on this information, Member Williams introduced the following 
resolution and moved its passage and adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION 11-13-22 

 RESOLUTION MAKING FINAL GENERAL LEVIES FOR  
 COLLECTION WITH REAL ESTATE TAXES PAYABLE IN THE  
 CALENDAR YEAR 2014 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of La Crescent, Minnesota as follows: 
 
1.  It is hereby determined and declared that there shall be and there is hereby levied upon all taxable property 
within the City for the general purposes of the City, as provided by law, to be collected in the year 2014 as part 
of the general taxes due and payable in the year 2014 a direct ad valorem tax in the amount of $1,633,636.00 as 
provided by State law to be levied and collected in the manner provided by law. 
 
2.  Be it also hereby determined and declared that there shall be and there is hereby levied upon taxable property 
within the City of La Crescent for public library service, a tax in the amount of $120,458.00 to be collected in 
the year 2014, as authorized by Minnesota Statutes, Section 134.33 and 134.34. 
 
3.  It is hereby found, determined, and declared that the amounts set forth in a column at the right to be levied 
with taxes to be collected in the calendar year 2014, in conjunction with the various bonds issued and sinking 
funds described below: 
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FUND 
# 

YEAR DESCRIPTION TO BE LEVIED FOR 
COLLECTION IN 

CALENDAR YEAR 2014 
101 2012 Tax Abatement $7,500.00 
325 2011B G.O. Recreational Facility Bonds $208,670.00 
322 2009A G.O. Refunding Bonds $142,542.00 
324 2011A G.O. Improvement Bonds $68,000.00 

    
  TOTAL DEBT SERVICE LEVY $426,712.00 

 
 
4.  Total levy for the City of La Crescent for collection in 2014 is $2,180,806.00. 
 
 ADOPTED this 25th day of November, 2013. 
 
       SIGNED: 
 
       
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
City Administrator 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Graf and upon a roll call 
vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, viz; 

 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and the resolution duly passed and 
adopted. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Member Williams made a motion, 
seconded by Member Graf, to adjourn the meeting.  Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City 
Administrator, all Members voted in favor thereof, viz; 
 
 John Graf  Yes 
 Dale Williams  Yes 
 Mike Poellinger Yes 
 
and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and the meeting duly adjourned at 6:08 
PM. 
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APPROVAL DATE:  ______________________ 
  
  
       SIGNED: 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
City Administrator 
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