TO: Park & Recreation Commission Members
FROM: Bill Waller, City Administrator

DATE:

Chris Fortsch, Administrative Assistant
Jon Steffes, Summer Recreation Director
March 13, 2024

RE: Meeting Notice
Monday, March 18, 2024
5:30 p.m., Wieser Park Pavilion at Wieser Park
1817 County Road #6, La Crescent

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

AGENDA

Consideration of meeting minutes — February 5, 2024.

Val Green, DNR Forestry will be in attendance at the meeting to review the
Habitat Plan that was recently completed for the Stoney
Point/Vetsch/Vollenwieder property. A copy of the Plan is included.

Review Eagles Biuff Park map — Map the Experience.

Review upcoming 2024 summer recreation season/activities/programming, and
the increase in pay for lifeguards at the Aquatic Center.

Update on the Blue Lake Canoe/Kayak access and the Dog Park project. Memos
on each of these projects are included.

Review 2023 summary of activity for the Natural Resource Advisory Group.
Information is included on improvements at the Apple Blossom Overlook Park,
a Winona County Project.

The City will be submitting an Outdoor Recreation Grant to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for improvements at Wieser Park. The grant
will include new playground equipment and 3 additional pickleball courts.
Information on the playground equipment is included.

Review of the draft of the Root River Trail Extension Plan, a copy of which is
included.

Update on the Area Transportation Partnership application and the Technical
Assistance Funding the City has received from MnDQOT. Information is included.
Update on $500,000 grant that the City received from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for stream improvements at Pine Creek.
Information is included.

The suggested date for the next Park & Recreation Commission meeting is
Monday, May 20, 2024. The meeting will be held at the Wieser Park

Pavilion.

Additional discussion items.

Adjournment.




Please call either Chris or Bill at 895-2595, or e-mail us at cfortsch@cityoflacrescent-
mn.gov or bwaller@cityoflacrescent-mn.gov, if you will not be able to attend, have

questions, or need more information. Thank you.



TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
Park and Recreation Commission Members
FROM: Bill Waller, City Administrator
DATE: February 7, 2024
RE: Meeting Minutes
February 5, 2024

The La Crescent Park and Recreation Commission met at 5:30 p.m., on Monday,
February 5, 2024, in the Wieser Park Pavilion at Wieser Park. The following members
were present: Jon Steffes, Paul McLellan, Maseray Bangura, Patti Martell, Marge Loch-
Wouters, Diana Adamski and Sarah Wetterlin. Also in attendance were Teresa
O'Donnell-Ebner, Chris Fortsch, Tyler Benish, and Bill Waller.

1. It was the consensus of the Commission to approve the minutes of the
December 4, 2023 Park and Recreation Commission meeting as presented.

2. The Commission discussed the proposed dog park project, and reviewed the
draft of a site plan for a dog park located adjacent to Chestnut Street. Discussion
followed from members of the Commission, and input and comments were
received from individuals that attended the meeting. Representatives from the
Delacy Family Foundation were in attendance at the meeting, and asked several
questions regarding the Chestnut Street plan and the earlier plan located
adjacent to Stoney Point Road. Foundation representatives indicated that if the
City selects the Chestnut Street location as the site for the dog park, the
Foundation would need to re-evaluate the Foundation’s financial commitment to
the project. Following further discussion, it was the consensus of the
Commission to recommend to the City Council that the dog park be located at
the Chestnut Street site.

3. An update was provided on the 2024 summer recreation season. The
Commission was informed that due to the availability of lifeguards, the school
parties that are normally held when the aquatic center opens may need to be
cancelled, and that the opening of the aquatic center may also be pushed back
by a few days. The availability of lifeguards will also prohibit evening swim
lessons, and will require that the aquatic center close at 5:00pm on weekends.
The Commission discussed the hourly rate of pay for lifeguards, and is
recommending that the City increase the rate of pay for lifeguards and
reimburse lifeguards at the end of the season for the costs associated with
obtaining and maintaining their certification as a lifeguard.

4. The next Park & Recreation Commission meeting will be March 18, 2024. The
meeting will be held at the Wieser Park Pavilion.

5. There being nothing further to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 6:43 pm.
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LaCrescent Park {Stoney Point/ Vetsch/ Vollenwieder) Habitat Plan 12-2023; V. Green
DNR Forestry

Approximately 109 acres
The majority of the "natural” woodland would be classified as a Central Hardwoods forest type.

This type is actually hodge-podge containing most of the native hardwoods in this region. The
area has seen repeated harvests and is comprised of these species (not in order of importance)
including Basswood (Tilia americana), Sugar (hard} Maple (Acer sacharum), Green Ash (Fraxinus
Americana) (dead from Emerald Ash Borer), Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), American elm
(Ulmus Americana), Red Oak {Quercus rubra), White Oak (Quercus alba), Pin Oak (Quercus
palustris), Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata), Bitternut Hickory
(Carya cordiformis), Red Elm occasionally (Ulmus rubra), pockets of aspen (both Quaking and
Bigtooth Aspen (Populus tremuloides and Populus Grandidentata), Boxelder (Acer negundo),
Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera), Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana), scattered Black Walnut (Juglans
nigra) and even a few Butternut (Juglans cinerea). Some of the small oaks are actually quite old
but stunted. Age and size are not always related.

All size classes from seedling to mature sawlog are represented. However, there is a noticeable
and predictable lack of cak seedlings because they need full sunlight to survive.

The elm component of larger trees died out when Dufch Elm Disease (DED) catme through many
years ago. It is caused by a member of the sac fungi (Ascomycota) affecting only elm trees, and
is spread by the elm bark beetle. Although believed Yo be originally native to Asia, the disease
was accidentally introduced into America and Europe, where it has devastated native populations
of elms that did not have resistance to the disease. We still get elm regeneration and have
some elm even reach sawlog size (> 12" dbh), but when the trees get large enough and we have
wetter years, the disease proliferates again. However, since dead elm is the best place to find
morel and oyster mushrooms, keeping an elm component is desirable.

Some scattered Siberian Elm (Ulmus pumila) exists. This is a non-nafive and can be considered
invasive. Many of the large ones are dying.

Nearly all Butternut have been decimated by Butternut Canker, another imported disease
similar to DED. Butternut canker disease affects only Butternut trees and occurs when the

S. clavigignenti-juglandacearum fungus enters the tree and causes cankers to form on the
trunk, branches, or exposed roots. Canker development on the trunk usuglly girdles the tree,
leading to canopy dieback and eventual tree mortality. There are some Butternut trees in the
park that seem to be overcoming the disease. It is likely they are hybrids: confirmation of that
is difficult. Hybrid crossing is usually with Japanese Walnut; the resulting tree called "buarts”
or buart-nut (Juglans. xbixbyi). The mast value of the nuts is present whether they are hybrids
or not. The wood is very similar too.




The ash component has died from Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) so ash will not be a viable
component in the foreseeable future.

This woods contains an unusual amount of Black Cherry. While Black Cherry is a beautiful wood,
SE MN is north of its natural range for best form/growth, but some of these are surprisingly
large and straight. Cherry commonly has growths called burls caused by a fungus called black
knot of cherry.

Main shrub species include Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus sericea), Flowering Dogwood (Cornus
florida), Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), several species of Viburnums (Viburnum spp),
Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago), Highbush Cranberry (Viburnum trilobum) Prickly-ash
(Zanthoxylum americanum) and Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius) (especially on the ridge).
There are others too; identification in the dormant season can be hard.

The understory contains and unusually large amount of Highbush Cranberry which is great
because not only does it have flowers for pollinators but berries for birds and small mammals as
well. However most, if not all, is actually a non-native cranberry (Viburnum opulus var. opulus) as
confirmed by TJ Boettcher).

Sugar Maple and Basswood, are the most shade-tolerant tree species meaning they can
regenerate and grow in shaded conditions. A central hardwood forest is fully on its way to the
climax type (i.e. shade tolerant and self-perpetuating) in the process of natural succession.

There is some evidence of past harvesting (that is true everywhere around the area)
approximately 35-40 years ago judging from the stumps’ condition. Most often harvesting was
take-the-best-leave-the-rest ((aka high-grading) so the remaining forest becomes dominated by
poorer individuals and less desirable species such as elm and Boxelder.

Thvasive exotics include Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), Honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica, L.
morrowii, L. x bella, L. maackii), Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii), Multiflora Rose (Rosa
multiflora) and Oriental Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) and Siberian Elm (Uimus pumila).
Buckthorn and Honeysuckle are the most numerous. The bittersweet is concerning because it is
actually pulling down trees on the south end of the park.

See attachments on each species.

Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is not woody so requires a different and multi-pronged
approach. However, it may NOT be worth the battle at this point.

Actions:

Chemicals are one tool in the tool kit of vegetation management. There are mechanical methods
(ex. Hand cutting or pulling, brush mowing on less steep sites), prescribed fire, and prescribed



grazing that can be used as well in conjunction with some other method. There is no silver
bullet, and treatments are not one-time events.

One point to remember with exotics is to treat your higher quality sites with the least problems
first (protect what you have). REDUCTION is the key because total eradication will not ever
be possible. The goal is to keep the number low enough to minimize the impact on native plants.

Cutting any vine off (ex. Grape) of desirable trees is a good idea. Chemical treatment is only
suggested on the bittersweet. Be cautious of poison ivy vines because the oil is active all year
long so susceptible people can get the rash even in winter. Cut vines several feet above ground
so you can see at a distance that particular one has already been cuft.

See attachment DOW individual plant treatment.

Plantings

Several nice tree plantations were created around 25 (?) years ago. In the hardwood ones, a
little release of a few individual oak stems will help favor the oak component. The conifers are a
nice addition for diversity. The White Pine (Pinus strobus) and Northern White Cedar (Thuja
occidentalis), aka Arborvitae, would be difficult to successfully plant now. High deer predation
would be a big issue.

"Scrub”

This old orchard area was just allowed to grow in naturally; woody invasive exotics are very
heavy!

A decision should be made about the desired future condition in this area. Much of it is flat
enough for something like a Fecon mower or a heavy-duty brush mower. Using a tool like that
will allow for access to use herbicides. Grazing with goats MIGHT be possible using frails for
some fence lines and hand-cutting in other fence lines. Grazing is a tool in the tool box in
appropriate settings. Undoubtedly there is a LARGE amount of seed in the ground so treatment
will be for multiple years and probably using several methods.

Before planting in this area, the invasives really need to be under good control. Adding desirable
plants too early makes continued treatment of the invasives more difficult. Some natural
regeneration of desirable plants will occur.



Final thoughts

Aspect plays a large role in plant communities. North-facing slops are shadier and more mesic
than south-facing slopes. It is easier to manage for oak on the sunnier slopes.

Doing nothing really IS doing something. Ecosystems are dynamic and will change with our
without human activity. With activity we can guide some of the change.

First decide WHAT you hope to accomplish and potential major road blocks (ex. citizens against
cutting or treating any vegetation). There are grants from time to time that may assist your
efforts once you have decided on a plan or area for action.

Scheduled walk-throughs with citizens may. increase the "buy-in" on your decisions or even just
increase awareness and use of the park.

Very heavy Oriental Bittersweet on the south end; it is pulling down trees




A relatively healthy Butternut, mid slope
with heavily-cankered ones nearhy

Dead/dying ash trees-use caution; these
trees are especially brittle




Numerous cranberry seedlings

Black Cherry with a burl




White Oak (left) & Red Oak (right); it is very
likely these are the same age

Stand on north end dominated by nice Red Oak with a
relatively small number of invasives; start work in areas like
this first rather than in the most heavily-infested areas




Rock outcrop towards south end
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The following maps show the area with different background photos

. The first is recent color

infrared (CIR), next is 2011 CIR, next is Lidar to show terrain, then 1991 B&W, last is a non-

referenced 1952 photo.
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Growing from River to Ridge

Thank you to the Boy Scouts Troop 33, La Crescent Area Healthy Community Partnership, Stalewide Health Improvement
Partnership, and the Houstfon County Public Health Department for their efforts to develop the trails in Eagles Bluff Park.
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TO: Park and Recreation Commission =
FROM: Tyler Benish, Public Works Director /e
DATE: March 13", 2024

RE: Canoe/Kayak access at Blue Lake update

The City Council approved the following for the installation of a ca noe/Kayak dock and launch at
Blue Lake.

Dock, railing, bench, and EZ kayak launch .
Coulee Region Docks- $17,773.50

ADA Concrete Ramp, parking and dock Landing
Wieser Brothers - $17,520
Handrail estimate from Wieser-Doric - $4,000

Riley Schuldt has raised $19,201 for the project; the funds have been donated to the City. Riley
and volunteers will assist with the installation of the Dock and assist city staff to landscape and restore
the area.

The project will start this spring and is expected to be completed mid summer.

CITY OF LA CRESCENT
315 Main Street

P.O. BOX 142

La Crescent, MN 55947

P: (507):895-2595
cityoflacrescent-mn.gov

Growing from River to Ridge




TO: Park and Recreation Commission ;,,/
FROM: Tyler Benish, Public Works Director /
DATE: March 13,2024

RE : Dog Park -Chestnut St. update

The City Council has approved quotes for the dog park fence and stormwater improvements for
the Chestnut Street site.

Zenke inc. will be installing a manhole structure with 120 feet of 24-inch pipe. -$19,780

River Valley Fence LLC will be installing 840 feet of fence as well as three 4-foot gates for access

and two 8-foot gates for maintenance. - $15,120

City of La Crescent staff will remove necessary trees prior to April 1* to not disturb wildlife
nesting and level the site. Peyton and volunteers will assist with the installation of the fence and assist
city staff landscape and restore the area.

Peyton Jerue has raised funds for the project, some of the funds had been spent on the site
preparation of the S 7" street property. Peyton has a remaining balance of $4,105.

The project will start this spring and is expected to be completed mid summer.

CITY OF LA CRESCENT
315 Main Street

P.O. BOX 142
LaCrescent, MN 55947

3 % P: (507)895-2595
Growmg from River to Rldge cityoflacrescent-mn.gov




Natural Resources Advisory Group qé% é
2023 Summary of Activity

At the start of the year, the focus areas for the Natural Resource Advisory Group were
identified as: invasive species control, overlook preservation, goat prairie maintenance, and
forest habitat health. Additional areas were added during the year.

Invited individuals with extensive experience with buckthorn control and prairie restoration to
meetings to share expertise. They represented the work of the Friends of the Marsh and
Friends of the Blufflands. The DNR forester, Val Green, also attended a meeting to provide

information on forestry plans and invasive controls .

Collaborated with the City to retrace park property boundaries in order to inform trail
decisions.

Coordinated Arbor Day activities with the La Crescent Public library.
Provided feedback on City of La Crescent Tree Ordinance revisions.

Documented Trail Maintenance Guidelines which were formulated at a stakeholder meeting,
and provided these to the Parks Commission.

Hosted the Migratory Bird Day event on May 20 in Vetsch Park.

Designed signage for pollinator identification for Frank J. Kistler Memorial Park with link to
online guide. Additional signage designed for sensitive areas in Stoney Point.

Planned and participated in work days for garlic mustard removal in the spring, inviting
community involvement.

Participated in work days for buckthorn removal in the fall, trail maintenance, and Frank J.
Kistler Park native plantings.

Completed on-site reviews: 1) § 7th street proposed Dog Park area, 2) erosion concerns in
Vetsch and Stoney; 3) trail viability and usage in Vetsch and Stoney; 4) off and on trail walk-

through of Vetsch and Stoney with DNR forester.

Discussed approaches to developing a plan to monitor forest health with the DNR forester - in
keeping with the City Parks Plan.

increased outreach efforts through informational articles.




Hours of Logged Activity by NRAG members and community members

Activity NRAG Community
Hours | Member
Hours
Garlic Mustard 18 6.5

pulling {3 days)*

Kistler Poliinator 33
Gardens

Migratory Bird Day 31
{prep and event
presence)

Seeding Prairie® 7.5

Trail Maintenance® 11.5

Buckthorn Removai* | 12 4.5

* City employees also participated

Additional trail and prairie maintenance completed by community volunteers - hours unknown.
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Root River Trail Extension
Houston-Hokah-La Crescent

Trail Plan

Root River Trail Extension
Citizen Exploratory Committee

" March 8, 2024

@P HOUSTON COUNTY .L scenff
MINNESOTA HOKAH MINNESO

ouston, Minnesota e

The Best of Bluff Countiry
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Root River Trail Extension

Houston-Hokah-La Crescent
Trail Plan
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There are multipl izati entitiésthat contributed to the formulation of this Trail Plan. The
primary plan part unty and the cities of Houston, Hokah, and La Crescent. Each of
ey were able with Houston County and the City of La Crescent
to the planning effort. All the entities contributed meeting
facilities and were committed ploring the possible extension of the Root River Trail by entering

into a formal Memorandum o g'reement to lointly Cooperate.

. Ei ,,?Aa,.é, -
Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory Committee
DRAFT Trail Plan - 2024
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Executive Summary

The Memorandum of Agreement to Jointly Cooperate (MOA) signed by Houston County and the cities
of Houston, Hokah and La Crescent allowed for the creation of an eight member citizens committee
with two representatives from each governmental organization. The MOA called for the creation of a
trail plan which would be drafted by the committee. The committee of citizens discussed the name of
the committee and came up with the Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory Committee. The
committee had no illusions that a trail would ever be built but that one was generally a desirable thing
for the county, the three cities and for southeast Minnesota. The committee specifically used the word
“Exploratory” to underscore the 40 years of previous efforts a ?if a trail was a certainty

Y, it would have been completed already.

This trail plan is an exploration of the previous planning.efforts andaath forward for the possible
extension of the Root River State Trail. In reviewin previous threezmaster planning documents,
the most recent in 2011 regarding the specific extension from Houston te:E-Crescent, the committee

ars or even seven years and that the
ton to La'Grescent, 2011 was the approved plan
that master plan. The trail plan would provide a

to recreate that p _
the 2011 Master Plan:h:

It doesn’t matter which segme a Root River State Trail gets built first, just that there is a concerted
effort over the long term to see the project completed. It is hoped that it does not take another 21
years like the Wagon Wheel Trail or another 40 years from the initial Root River Trail Plan. The original
land acquisition from the rail road the late 1970s was born in controversy and concern. The proof is in
the pudding, perhaps, that connecting communities within a region is good for the visitors and the
communities themselves.

e e e % SRS i e e - | Pagze
Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory Committee
DRAFT Trail Plan - 2024



Introduction

The cities of La Crescent, Hokah and Fouston, have long been wanting to connect their communities
utilizing the Root River State Trail. Houston County has supported the trail extension in a variety of
ways over the years as well. The Minnesota DNR finalized a Trail Master Plan in 2011 for the
extension of the trail. However, completion of a trail has been complicated for a variety of reasons

~ including wetlands, floodplain, habitat restoration areas, wildlife management areas, MnDOT right-of-
way, railroad right-of-way, federal and state ownership, private ownership, and others. A model for
completing the existing Root River State Trail was through a Joint Powers Agreement amongst cities in
Filmore County. =

co-lead the coordination of trail
Committee works alongside La
A Director. An eight-member ~

The City of La Crescent and Houston County has allowed it
planning cfforts. The Root River Trail Extension-Citizen
Crescent’s Community Development Director and Hougk

citizen committee makes up the RRTE-CEC and repfesent
toward developing a plan and strategy to comple

rail Bridge in La'€rescent, there has
in the community. The business
i2use had had a positive impact on their
businesses. Through careful planning and proje ped that an agreed upon Root
dentified and purSiied over ts. The committee has stressed

ty i handl&d entirely through a willing

randumef Agreement (MOA) to Jointly Cooperate
: More information on the MOA is included in

py of thed
Sawas undefinédby the MOA. The RRTE-CEC determined that
JR Trail Master Plan as that plan meets the Minnesota
‘trail master plans. This planning document sumrmmarizes
previous planning SHorts, describeralternative routes within the corridor as well as provides an

: il routing options. The trail plan presents options for funding the

who ate interested in seeing the trail come to fiuition. =~
The idea of a trail extending ffonyFountain to La Crescent has been around for more than 40 years. The
trail exists in Houston heading west, Positive impacts and negative feelings of the trail ave well
established. Previous trail planning efforts have included much public outreach over the last four
decades.

This plan reaffirms the strong commitment to the willing sellex/willing buyer approach to working
cooperatively with any property owner who is interested in working with the three cities and county to
bring a trail to reality. The trail plan also outlines the next steps for moving the plan forward.

. ZIP age
Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory Committee
DRAFT Trail Plan - 2024



Exploratory Committee Origin/Purpose/Function

The most recent effort to explore the possibility of extend the Root River Trail began in 2020 with a
meeting between the City of La Crescent, Houston County and the Minnesota DNR. At that meeting
there was discussion of past efforts and the best way to move forward. The outcome of the meeting
was that a Joint Powers Agreement should be drafted and pursued by the communities. The City of La
Crescent offered to commit staff resources to the project.

Tragically, the City of La Crescent’s Community Development Director, Terry Erickson passed away in a

of the discussions was the formulation of a Memorat
MOA was executed in September of 2022
Houston County. in October of 2022 e
create a “trail plan.” The committee began

Early on, the committee revi

etter spent on the trail plan rather
trail pian. The committee agreed to name the

rter which spelled out the role of each community, the role of

. The committee next worked on a Fact Sheet and the City of La
y's site to post information and resources for the project. The
Committee spent several m oking at aerlal photos and ownership information in the trail
corridor. After meeting for approximately 18 months, the committee decided on the table of contents
of the trail plan and to have staff draft a planning document. This document serves as the "“trail plan”
that is a requirement of the MOA.

the committee and ther _le of the
Crescent created a web‘pdge on th
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History-Background of Trail/ Previous Trail Planning Efforts

The Root River State Trail was authorized in 1971. In 1979, the Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint Paul and
Pacific Railroad was abandoned and therefore the trail planning could be undertaken. The DNR
ultimately acquired 49 miles of the 100-mile corridor. Fifteen of those 49 miles were designated as a
Scientific and Natural Area. Thirty-five miles were made into the Root River State Trail from Fountain
to the Money Creek Woods. The balance of the abandoned rail corridor was transferred to the
abutting property owners.

A-6.7-mile extension of the Root River State Trail to Houston wa de part of a subsequent planning
effort in 1998, nearly 27 years after the original authorization e trail (Houston Extension of the
Root River State Trail Master Plan, 1998). The trail was _in 1999 to the Houston Trailhead

Park and Houston Nature Center. This extension bro httf total of 41.7 miles in length and

The Root River State Trail was constructed wher
east of Houston where the property was transferre

o

L ROOUR: .

!

HrailhieadlPark, @)

pach
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Root River State Trail Extension Master Plan — Houston-to La Crescent, 2011

In December of 2011, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources approved the Root River State
Trail Extension Master Plan. The master plan fulfilled the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section
86A.09 for the administration of the extension of the Root River State Trail. The plan covered the
distance from the existing trail terminus in Houston to La Crescent. The trail extension was authorized
in Minnesota Statutes, Section 85.015, Subdivision 7 in 1992 as one part of the Blufflands Trail System.
As noted in the plan, groups in Houston County began working with the Minnesota DNR in 1992 to
extend the trail. In 2004, the informal group was formed as a committee under the county’s Economic
Development Authority (EDA). That committee (the Houston C Trails Subcommittee) met for five
years. The 2011 planning process and resulting plan evolved.f hat 5-year effort by the Houston
County Trails Subcommittee and was folded into the Mas :

Ro0T RIVIR STATE TAAIL EXTEASION
HOUSTON T0O LA CRESCENT
MASTER PLAN

create the existing approved Master
dito peruse the 2011 Master Plan which

he area.” The central issues remain, trails on
safety. Displacement of rare species or more apily,
ent of any trail construction.

The economic benefit o i puted. Minnesota, now has 588.5 miles of paved state trails.
Nation-wide there are 25, i these types of trails with another 9,000 miles being planned. A
coast-to-coast 3,700-mile-long Great American Rail Trail is coming closer to reality. Communities are
still clamoring for trail extensions to their communities. Rampant crime does not happen on the trails.
Community members who did not want the trail eventually say that they were wrong. A good example
is a high school class-project video from the community of Laneshoro where an outspoken trail critic,
comes around to facts not fears. The trail is a good thing for their community.

How does a private property owner then co-exist with a trail and avoid liability, possible trespass issues
and safety concerns? The answer lies along those 588.5 miles of existing paved trails, 41.7 of which are
in the Root River Valley. The issues are real but the answer is that, the issues are manageable or not as

. 5|Page
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bad as feared. The 212-page Root River Trail Master Plan from 1978 also provides a detailed
illustration of the careful consideration that was given to abutting property owners to evaluate trail
impacts to properties along the trail. The 1978 plan gives ample illustration how the state worked
closely with private property owners to relocate trail sections to both the benefit of the property

owner and trail user.

As the 2011 Master Plan states, the recommended trail uses are the same as the rest of the Root River
State Trail and include; bicycling, hiking, walking, running, X-country skiing, and similar uses. These
user groups are recreation enthusiasts and good stewards of outdoor recreation facilities. Hunting will
be allowed except where regulated by community ordinances. Siowmobiling will be allowed between
Houston and Miller’s Corner. Horseback riding will be accomz ed on portions of the trail where
sufficient right-of-way is available.

e 6|Pa _g,‘e,,
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Public Outreach — 2023-24

The extension of the Root River State Trail to Hokah and La Crescent had its origins in 1992 with a
Houston County subcommittee of the Economic Development Authority in 2005. That subcommittee
met for approximately five years. Meetings were posted and open to the public. The 2011 master
planning process for the extension of the Root River State Trail had two public meetings to gain input
on the master plan. The summary of public comments is included in the appendix to the 2011 master
plan.

2011 Root River State Trail Extension Houston to La Crescent Ma lan Process Chart

Trail Planning Process Chart =

Who's Involved .. The 2011 approved DNR approved master plan involved the list
/ ; of communities, agencies, community leaders, landowners and
a

Houston County EDA Trails . .
I e the general public presented in the chart.

e National Park Service

e US Fish and Wildlife Service Under the MOA for this Trail Plan, it was understood that public

* University of Minnesota . outreach continues to be a basic requirement of any trail

® DNR Resource Managers | . lisfridihm o] 4 dari

s Community Leaders planning process. Early in the planning process, during a

e Scenic Byways roundtable discussion, the following stakeholders were

e Elected Officials identified: Houston County, the three cities, townships,

p gt:l';:“’:ge"c'es landowners, Southeast Minnesota Association of Regional Trails

o  Adjacent Landowners ;(SMART) Minnesota Parks and Trails Council, Bicycle Alliance of
\- Trail Users / T:?;:;E\/Imnesota Harmony Trails Commission (Gabby Kinneberg,

IPresident — Preston), Root River Trail Towns, BIuff Country

e Scenic Byway, MnDNR, MnDOT, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Rails to
Trails Conservancy, CPKC Rail, snowmobile clubs, landowners, Houston County residents, County
Engineer, La Crescent Chamber of Commerce and Tourlsm, Houston Chamber Commerce, Houston
Nature Center, National Owl Center.

The City of La Crescent created a resource page on the city’s website under the City Government Tab,
and under the Root River Trail Extension-Citizens Exploratory Committee: Root River Trail Exploratory
Committee (cityoflacrescent-mn.gov) for the work of the committee and a repository of information related to
the Root River State Trail. Information includes the agendas and minutes from the committee meetings, copies
of the 1983, 1988 and 2011 DNR Master Plans, the MOA, a Frequently Asked Questions information sheet, and
committee member information. '

The draft and final Trail Plan will be posted on the committee webpage. Public input from the general public
and stakeholders will be summarized in the document. The MOA requires that the Trail Plan be presented to
the County Board and the city councils of the three cities.

7 ] Pa g e
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Alternative Routing

The 2011 Root River State Trail Master Plan to extend the trail from Houston to Hokah to La Crescent
broke the 18 miles of possible trail into five segments. The segments include connections between La
Crossé and La Crescent and connections within La Crescent as Segment 1. The Wagon Wheel Trail from
the West Channel Bridge/Sportsman Landing to downtown La Crescent took over 21 years to complete
with multiple funding sources and years of grant writing. Segment 2 from the Wagon Wheel
Trail/Bridge Miller’s Corner. The master plan recommended the trail be placed between Highway 26
and the Kansas City and Southern Rail Road tracks along the east sj of the highway.

The City of La Crescent has completed four phases of the WagdiiWheel Trail and the City of La Crosse,
with federal money is building a bicycle-pedestrian bridge Croc—the West Channel of the Mississippi

ystem and La Crosse’s city trail
n Plan in 2023 to assist in

separated path. The city then sought funding at the i
the Wagon Wheel trail to S. 14' Street with federal Tra
project was not funded but the city wil nue to seek funy
Corner. Segment 2 can be broken down i 10, two phas
coordination between the railroad (now CPKE
Department of Transportati

n.of the path from
j unds. That
for a multi-use path to Miller’s

epending on funding availability and

r for most of the route as well as Minnesota
right-of-way. Close coordination with Houston

ouston. Potential alignments include the general corridor of the
abandoned rail corridor, t Fand along the Root River. '

As noted in many other sections of this trail plan, working cooperatively with landowners, local
government and state and federal agencies is a necessary component of any of the segments.

Routing will be determined by evaluating the 2011 Master Plan and informal conversations and formal
discussions with all the property owners whether private or publicly owned. It is one thing for the
communities and citizens to want to complete the trail in order to realize the benefits (physically,
socially and economically) and another for all the landowners to see the same benefits.

- 8| o —ge
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Method for Acquiring Property

At the outset of the committee meetings, the committee participants unanimously agreed that any
property acquisitions would be done without condemning property. The committee was adamant in
this fundamental parameter or principle. The committee reflected on the past use of condemnation in
the Root River Valley to acquire property and the committee unequivocally rejected the notion that
condemnation would be used. While condemnation is typically associated with government
overreach, there may be tax advantages to a property owner whose property is condemned in terms of
acquiring a replacement property. Regardless, the committee decjded to take this off the table and
any property acquisitions for trail purposes would only be don willing buyer/willing seller
approach.

The committee also discussed the history of property ag ion sions/activities in the Root

acquired through the willing seller/willing
alternative properties such as road right-
highway right-of-way used f

otk with you. If you can go around at the edge
, positive or hegative interest, an outright

land gives the prope
an easement can provi

inal immunity to the underlying property owner. Each pr'operty'
| as:if they are a willing seller or not. There may be tax benefits for ar
owner who donates property Gr:donates an easement for trail purposes. o .
. -
Readers of this Trail Plan should know that the Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory
Committee would like to hear from landowners of their interest or non-interest in selling a parcel or
selling an easement for trail purposes.
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The committee discussed ways to purchase or obtain an “interest” in a property.

1) Granting a Right of First Refusal to a buyer

2) Entering into an Offer to Purchase with a buyer
3) Executing a Purchase Agreement with a buyer
4) Granting a permanent easement to a buyer

The actual transfer of the fee title to a property is typically done via a Warranty Deed or Quit’tlaim
Deed. Some land is purchased/sold on a “Land Contract or Contragtfor Deed” where the transaction is
completed once the final payment is made.

methods were briefly mentioned. The projectisave
was noted that the Trail Plan had to be approved byz

steps is the identification of possible funding sour

Trail Implementation Funding Options

Enhancement (TE) funds and fede

For many state trails, the mos
process either Gu

city park for trailt
and Water Conser

process along with funding constraints, it is likely that land
ars. Funding for the construction of a trail will take multiple years and
trails now are funded in segments as projects are generally too big to

fund all at one time. This will b

be broken down into phases wit ding coming over multiple years.

The committee will collectively work to seek funding for land acquisition and construction over the next several
years.
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Trail Plan - Next Steps

The draft plan will be presented to the governing bodies of Houston County and the cities of Houston, Hokah,
and La Crescent. Once that step is complete, it is recommended that Houston County, the City of Houston, the
City of Hokah, and the City of La Cresent enter into a Joint Powers Agreement. This is the method that is most
commonly used in Minnesota by many communities who wish to work together to complete a multi-use
recreational trail between their communities.

The 2011 Master Plan outlines nine next steps. Some of these next steps are complete while others are part of
the design and construction phase and considerations for long-term maimtenance and installation of wayfinding
and cultural and natural resource informational kiosks. Item #1 is com . Items #2, 3, and 4 are really one
step. The feasibility of any trait alignment hegins and ends with land@wiier conversations. item 5 is noted
above, funding can be sought for land acquisition now and fundi struction can he applied for as
property is secured for a particular phase. For item #6, this [temiends to° racede funding as funders want to see

done in tandem as construction must include signag
wayfinding and kiosks for interpretive signage. Ong

. Complete the master plan.

. Explore feasibility of each alignment.
. Initial informal landowner contact.

. Formal landowner contac
. Seek funding.

Root River Trail Extension — Citizens Exploratory Committee
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Appendix A

Memorandum of Agreement to Jointly Cooperate
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mﬁ DEPARTMENT OF
" TRANSPORTATION

District 6 Rochester
2900 48" St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901

February 22, 2024

Larry Kirch

City of La Crescent

315 W Main St

La Crescent, MN 55947

Dear Mr. Kirch,

The District 6 Area Transportation Partnership (ATP-6) would like to thank you for the submittal of your
application, MRT to Root River Trail Connector Phase 1, as part of the 2028 Transportation Alternatives (TA)
Program solicitation. Unfortunately, your application did not receive a high enough prioritization from the
selection committee to receive TA funding.

We encourage you to either apply for the FY 2029 TA solicitation, or to consider the new Carbon Reduction
Program (CRP) which opens in the spring of 2024,

Below is a list of the projects that were selected and the amount of awarded funding. The ATP-6 attempts to use
all available TA funds to fund the highest-ranking projects. Please contact District Planning Director Kurt Wayne

(kurt.wayne@state.mn.us) if you have any questions.

e Wabasha County — Wabasha Kellogg Trail Bridge - $1,500,000
e City of Northfield — TH 19 Trail Improvements Project - $600,000

On behalf of ATP-6, | wish you well in your pursuits for funding this project.
Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Greg Paulson
G reg Paulson oae msoazz jezes 1600
Greg Paulson
Area Transportation Partnership Chair
District 6 Assistant District Engineer — Program Delivery

CC: ATP-6, Mark Schoenfelder, Fausto Cabral, Kurt Wayne, John Kahoun

Equal Opportunity Employer
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ADVERTISEMENT

La Crescent receives grant for Pine Creek project

%

La Crescent sustainability coordinatar Jason Ludwigson says the project will involve multiple goals, which include narrowing the stream, removing trees along the
bank, and stabilizing the bank. (WEAU)

By Dashal Mentzel

Published: Mar. 11, 2024 at 5:44 PM CDT

O XQMm

LA CRESCENT, Min. (WEAU) - La Crescent received $500,000 from the Minnesota DNR to restore the water quality of a section of Pine Creek just west
of downtown.

"Pine Creek has a couple of different pollutants. Sediment is the primary one we're trying to tackle with this project. The others include e-coli and
water temperature in pine creek being too high,” says La Crescent sustainability coordinator Jason Ludwigson.

Ludwigson says the project will involve multiple goals, which include narrowing the stream, removing trees along the bank, and stabilizing the bank.

“One is to speed up the water so that when there is flooding that sediment isn’t deposited in the stream. The banks along the stream are quite high.
When there's high water, that sediment and soil along the stream washes into the stream with flooding. So we'll try and create some floodplain



Ludwigson adds there will be plenty of engineering work beginning soon.

*There will be constructian work or there will be remaval of soil. There will be grading. There wilt be tree removal. There will be restoration lfater on

with planting of native prairie grasses along the stream,” says Ludwigson.

Ludwigson hopes that this can be a catalyst for other property owners both upstream and downstream on Pine Creek.

“We can restore this section we're going to work on in Pine Creek. But the stream management and water quality land use along the upper and lower

stretches of Pine Creek make a difference as well.

The goal is for work on the project to begin in the next few months and to be completed in 2027.

The project was first planned in 2021, and after failing to receive a grant for the project in 2022, the Minnesota DNR awarded this grant to La Crescent

last year.

Copyright 2024 WEAUL All rights reserved.

Three La Crescent Banks Paying Record High interest - See the List

Suggest-me | Sponsored

People Born Before 1975 in Minnesota Are Eligible For Hearing Aids in March
Hear Clear | Sponsored

La Crescent, Minnesota: Nofice for cars used less than 30 miles/day
Drivers are surprised that they never knew this. If you drive Jess than 30 miles a day, you better read this...
US Auto Ensrance | Sponsored

Billion Dollar Uranium Discovery Gould Boost Growth
Uranium Prices Rose By About 90% In 2023 — Monumental Uranium Discovery that Could Get Glebal Attention
The Capiial Report | Sponsared

Time Catches Up With Nicholson
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Limited Time $15,060,000 Prize: Let's Gol
Grab a fast and free entry to win the $15,000,060 Prize right now!
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$500,000 TO RESTORE
PINE CREEK HABITAT

B TR A T : i kg /5 e

&

-ﬁ“,-__f o = . . 5 - Shoats: Fu l_'- A SRS : £ M 2 2L “:‘
; SASKIA HATVANY PHOTOS, RIVER VALLEY MEDIA GROUP
Golfers play at Pine Creek Golf Course, named after the creek that flows through it. La Crescent received a $500,000 grant to restore the
creek, which has been found to have high levels of sediment. A

DNR grant to address water quality.
trout habitat in La Crescent

caden.perry@lee.net

The city of La Crescent will soon begin
work to restore the water quality of Pine
Creek as officials seek to improve the hab-
itat for cold water trout.

A $500,000 Minnesota DNR grant will
be used to fix high sediment deposits that
have lowered the creek’s water quality for
cold water trout and restore floodplain
banks that have washed away over the
years, Better public access trails for hikers
and recreational fishers also will be built,

Funds were awarded through the state's
Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Pro-
gram, : : e

According to the Minnesota Pollution &% e £ 2 it EELss N
Birds flock to wetlands fed by Pine Creek on Thursday in La Crescent,
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