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LA CRESCENT CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022
5:30 P.M.

LA CRESCENT CITY HALL

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

5:30 — Appeal of variance denial — LAMAR Advertising.

5:45 — Continuation of Board of Appeal meeting from April 25, 2022.
Consideration of appeal of valuation at 705 12t Court North.
Adjournment '



WIESER LAW OFFICE, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
WIESER PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
33 SOUTH WALNUT - SUITE 200
LA CRESCENT, MN 55947

KELLY M. IVERSON AL WIESER, JR.
AL “SKIP” WIESER, 111 Emeritus

PHONE; (507) 895-8200
FAX: (507) 895-8458

TO: Honorable Mayor and [‘(yxﬁoumil Members
CC: 1 Gty A istrator /\/

Attached find a copy of The Index to the Administrative Record regarding the LAMAR sign
appeal of a variance denial along with the underlying documents.

The City Planning Commission serving as the Board of Adjustment voted to deny the requested
variance. The applicant has filed a Notice of Appeal pursuant to our ordinance to the La
Crescent City Council serving as the Zoning Board of Appeals. At the meeting we will review
the process for conducting the meeting. The Zoning Board of Appeals can reverse or affirm, in
whole or in part, the decision being appealed.



Index of Administrative Record
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10.
11.
12.
13.

. Notice of Public Meeting dated March 23, 2022 (Page 1).

Staff Report prepared by Larry Kirch, Community Development Director (Page 2 to 40).

April 5, 2022 Planning Commission/Board of Equalization Meeting Minutes (Page 41 to
48).

Transcription of part of April 5, 2022 Hearing (Page 49 to 57).

Notice of Appeal dated April 7, 2022 (Page 58).

Copy of Ordinance 531 (Page 59 to 77).

Copy of Sections 12.04 and 12.05 from Zoning Ordinance (Page 78 to 80).
Criteria for Granting Variance (Page 81).

Copy of applicable portions of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan. The full Comprehensive
Plan can be found at https://www.cityoflacrescent-mn.gov/wp-content/uploads/La-
Crescent-Comp-Plan-Full-Plan-except-Maps-2016_8_11.pdf (Page 82 to 85).

Notice of 60 day time extension dated April 8, 2022 (Page 86).

Notice of Public Meeting dated April 27, 2022 (Page 87).

Affidavit of Posting Notice of Public Meeting dated April 27, 2022 (Page 88).
Copy of mailing labels (Page 89).

14.

Supplemental Information Received May 4, 2022 (Page 90 to 100).



CITY OF LA CRESCENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
VARIANCE APPLICATION

Notice is hersby given that the Planning Commission of the City Zoning Authority will hold 2
public meeting at the La Crescent City Hall, 315 Main Street, in said City on Tuesday, April 5th
2022 at 6:00 o’clock P.M., to consider the application for a variance to allow for a spacing of 188
ft. between current off-premise/billboard signs. The current sign ordinance allows for 300 ft.

spacing between off-premise/billboard signs.

The variance request concerns certain premises situated in said City described as follows,
1o wit: more comonly identified as 504 Sycamore Street.
All persons having an interest in the matter will be given the opportunity to be heard with

reference thereto.

Dated: March 23rd, 2022
By order of the City Zoning Office

Jason Ludwigson

Sustainability Coordinator '
P. 0. Box 142

La Crescent, MIN 55947
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. A
Building and Zoning Department MINNESOT

PLANNING COMMISSION — BOARD OF ADJUST MENT PUBLIC HEARING
VARIANCE REQUEST ~ 504 SYCAMORE STREET
STAFF REPORT

MEETING DATE: April 5, 2022

CASE NUMBER: PC-22-02-VAR 504 Sycamore - Variance

OWNER: Howarth Family Living Trust - C/O Linda Bangston
1165 S Archers Way

Nekoosa, W! 54457
(952) 913-0258
Linda.bangston@bankoe.com

PARCEL iD: 25.1160.000

APPLICANT: Lamar Advertising Company
Lamar Advertising of La Crosse (Fairway Funding LLC)
1329 Interchange Place
La Crosse, W1 54603
C/O Mr. Zach Schoh zschoh@lamar.com

REQUEST: 1) Proposed height variance of three (3) feet above Sycamore Street.
Twenty (20) feet is maximum height allowed.

2) Proposed spacing variance of 188 feet from another off-premise
sign. 300 feet is the minimum spacing distance.

3) Note: The sign code also requires that an off-premise advertising
sign be located no closer than 300 feet from an intersection.

LOCATION: The property is located east of U.S. Highway 14/61 and North
Sycamore Street (504 Sycamore Street).

GENERAL PLAN/
ZONING DESIGNATION: Shoreland Mixed Use / | iIndustrial District

SURROUNDING USES:  North: Vacant/Right-of-Way;
South: Industrial — Truss Specialists;
East: Soo Line RR;
West: U.S. Highway 14/61 Right-of-Way, North Sycamore Street
Right-of-Way.




BACKGROUND

Information provided by the applicant states that there was a 12’ X 42’ off-premise sign located
on the property that was erected on December 1, 1974. This sign was replaced by an off-
premise advertising sign that was permitted on February 10, 1977 and erected on February 15,
1977. The 1977 permit stated that the sign was located south of and within 175’ of another off-
premise sign (also on the same tax parcel). The 1977 off-premise advertising sign permit
application states that the sign was a 12’ X 48’ or 570 square feet in size and double sided. On
July 29, 2021, the original sign (two sided with four sign faces) came down during a severe
thunderstorm and took down some powerlines and caused a power outage. The off-premise
advertising sign is a non-conforming sign per the city’s sign code.

PROPOSAL

PC-22-02-VAR is a proposed variance request that includes two variance requests. Variance
request #1 is to allow a height of 23’ (rather than the maximum of 20') above the centerline of
Sycamore Street. Variance request #2 is to allow the erection of an off-premise advertising sign
closer than 300’ to another off-premise sign. As noted above, a third variance is needed to
allow the proposed replacement off-premise advertising sign to be closer than 300 feet from an
intersection (N Sycamore and Hillview Blvd. extended and U.S. 14/61).

BUILDING AND ZONING STAFF ANALYSIS
Relationship to Comprehensive Plan:

The subject site is desighated by the City’s General Plan as “Shoreland Mixed Use.” The
Comprehensive Plan states that this land use designation will continue to function as the
primary supply of highway-oriented uses while leading to improvements in the appearance and
environmental performance of these areas.

Natural Systems, Open Space and Recreation Element, Goals, Objectives, Strategies:
Goal 2: Public access to and recreational use of parks, blufflands and waterways will be
expanded and improved in the La Crescent area.

Objectives:
2.9. Scenic views of the bluffs and wetlands will be enhanced through the removal of billboards.

Transportation and Mobility:
Goal: La Crescent provides a safe, efficient, multi-modal and well-maintained transportation

network that balances the needs of all users.

Objectives:
8. Transportation corridors and gateways will be aesthetically attractive and enhance the image

of the community.
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Strategies:

23. Work with State and County agencies to maintain aesthetically pleasing transportation
corridors and gateway entrances with reflect the community's charm and vision. This may
include enhanced landscaping, artistic enhancements, clean-up off trash and debris, decorative

lighting, improved community signage and removal of billboards.

Land Use and Community Design:
Goal 3: Properties along the State and Federal highway corridors will be improved and

redeveloped.

Objectives:
3.3 Billboards will be removed.

City zoning and land use regulations: The City Sign Code provides that certain legal
nonconforming off-premise advertising signs may be replaced provided they meet the
requirements of the sign code.

§152.22 ALLOWED SIGNS—PERMIT REQUIRED.

(A) Central Business District.
{6) Off-premises signs. Off premise or billboard signs shall only be allowed in the Central
Business District on a modified "cap and replace" basis as defined in § 152.22(B}{(6).

§ 152.22(B) (6) Off-premises signs. Other than division (B){1) of this section, off-premises or
billboard signs shall only be allowed on a modified "cap and replace" basis.

(a} Capitation. As of the date of the adoption of this chapter, a complete inventory of
existing off-premise signs shall be prepared. The inventory shall contain information pertaining
to the size, height, location, ownership and permit number of the sign. All inventoried signs
may remain in place, as legal nonconforming signs, for as long as they are properly maintained
and utilized (see § 152.24). No additional signs are allowed. The inventoried signs may not be
altered in such a manner as to enhance their size, to raise their height or to change their
locatlon

s:gns WhICh are allowed to fall into dlsrepalr or which carry no commerc:al or public service
message for more than six continuous months will be considered abandoned. Abandoned signs
are a nuisance, must be removed pursuant to § 152.40 and will not be eligible for replacement.
(c) Requirements for replacement signs. All replacement signs must meet the following
requirements, as well as any requirements set forth in regulations promulgated by state or
federal governmental agencies.
1. Location.
a. Highway 14/61 (the Pike) from 1,400 feet west of Twilite Street east to the city
limits, on the south side of the roadway.
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b. Highway 14/61 from Houston County 6 north to the city limits.
2. Height. Maximum height is 20 feet above the centerline of the adjacent roadway.

3. Size. Maximum sign area is 300 square feet per facing, not to exceed two facings.
Double-sided signs shall be attached back to back. Signs connected at one edge, with the two
faces forming an interior angle of 30 degrees or less shall be considered to be back to back.

4. Spacing. Three hundred linear feet from any other such sign on either side of the
street or roadway. Not closer than 300 linear feet from the intersection of two or more streets
or highways as measured from the centerlines of the roadway intersection.

5. ldentification. All billboard signs shall have noted on their face the name of the firm,
which manufactured the sign, and the sign permit number,

Site Context:

The site consists of one tax parcel and is located between the Sycamore Street right-of-way and
the Soo Line RR right-of-way.

Infrastructure Improvements:

N/A

Public Input:

Staff has not received any public comment regarding this application.

FINDINGS OF FACT FOR VARIANCE REQUEST

12.07 VARIANCES Subd. 1. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. Sec. 462.357, Subd. 6, as it may be amended
from time to time, the Planning Commission, acting as a Board of Adjustment, may issue
variances from the provisions of this zoning code. A variance is a modification or variation of
the provisions of this zoning code as applied to a specific piece of property.

CRITERIA FOR GRANTING VARIANCE

The City Zoning Ordinance states the following:

A variance is a modification or variation of the provision of this zoning code as applied to
a specific piece of property.

Subd. 2.

A. Variances shall only be permitted

1. when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the
ordinance, and

2. when the variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan.
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B. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that
there are practical difficulties in complying with the zoning ordinance.

Subd. 3. “Practical difficulties,” as used in connection with the granting of a variance,
means that

1. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not
permitted by the zoning ordinance;

2. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not
created by the landowner; and

3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties. Practical
difficulties include, but are not limited to, inadequate access to direct sunlight for solar
energy systems. The board may impose conditions in the granting of variances. A
condition must be directly related to and must bear a rough proportionality to the
impact created by the variance. DECISIONS. Following the public meeting or any
continuance which is not appealed by the applicant, the Board of Adjustment shall grant
or deny the variance upon a decision by a majority of members present. The Board of
Adjustment may grant variances from the literal provisions of this Ordinance when the
applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical difficulties as defined
herein, and when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the
Ordinance and when the variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan. The
Board of Adjustment may impose any reasonable condition in granting of such variances
in order to ensure compliance with this Ordinance or to protect adjacent property. The
Board of Adjustment may consider functional and aesthetic issues in order to protect
the essential character of the neighborhood. The Board of Adjustment shall accompany
its decision to grant or deny a variance with a statement of its findings.

STAFF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION

City staff has reviewed the submitted application, the applicant’s response (a thru k) of the
application, reviewed the adopted comprehensive plan, and the city’s sign code for non-
conforming off-premise advertising signs. The variance request has three components, a height
variance, a spacing variance from another off-premise advertising sign and a spacing variance
from an existing street intersection. The city staff finds that the variance request is not
consistent with several stated goals, objectives, and strategies of the comprehensive plan found
in the following elements:

Natural Systems, Open Space and Recreation Element, Goals, Objectives, Strategies

Transportation and Mobility
Land Use and Community Design
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Variances shall not be permitted when they are not in harmony with the general purposes and
intent of the ordinance and when the variances are not consistent with the comprehensive
plan. Legal non-conforming signs may be reconstructed if they meet the requirements of the
sign code however the applicant is requesting two variances (and actually needs a third
variance) and therefore the request is not in harmony with the general purposes and intent of
the sign ordinance. If the variance request does not meet these two criteria (harmony and
purpose of the ordinance and consistency with the comprehensive plan), then there is no need
to evaluate the request to determine if there are “Practical difficulties.”

Staff therefore does not recommend approval of the variance request(s).
RECOMMENDED MOTION FOR VARIANCE

I move that the Planning Commission serving as the Board of Adjustment (APPROVE/DENY) case
PC-22-02-VAR - 504 Sycamore Street, a request by Mr. Zach Schoh of Lamar Advertising of La
Crosse (Fairway Funding LLC) to allow for the replacement of a legal non-conforming off-
premise advertising sign located at 504 Sycamore Street (located at Parcel Number
25.1160.000) including three (3) variances; a three (3) foot height variance, a 112 foot spacing
variance from another off-premise advertising sign and a 138 foot spacing variance from the
requirement to be 300 feet from the intersection of two or more streets or highways.

Statement of Findings:
1)

Conditions:

NOTE: Upon approval or denial of a variance request by the Board of Adjustment,
an applicant or other aggrieved party may file an appeal in writing to the City
Council within (10) days of the decision, otherwise the decision by the Board of
Adjustment becomes final.

_Lovry Kurcl

Prepared by Larry Kirch,
Community Development Director
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Attachments:

Exhibit #1 — Application - Variance Request

Exhibit #2 — Houston County Beacon Aerial Map — Parcel Map
Exhibit #3 — Variance Findings Form

Exhibit #4 — Portions of La Crescent Sign Code
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Exhibit #1
Houston County Beacon Aerial Map — Parcel Map
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Exhibit #2
Variance Findings Form

1. Is the request in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance?

The variance is/is not in harmony with the purpose and intent of the zoning ordinance based on the following
findings of the Planning Commission because:

2. Would granting the variance be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?

Granting the variance is/is not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan because:

Practical Difficulties Analysis

3. Does the property owner propose to use the property in a reasonable manner not
permitted by the ordinance?

The property owner does/does not propose to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the
ordinance, given the purpose of the protections because:

4, lIs the plight of the landowner due to circumstances unique to the property owner not
created by the landowner?

There are/are no circumstances unique to the property that would prevent compliance with the ordinance because: _

5. Would granting the variance allow the essential character of the locality to stay the
same?

Granting the variance will/will not alter the essential character of the locality because:
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Exhibit #3
Portions of La Crescent Sign Code

§ 152.22 ALLOWED SIGNS—~PERMIT REQUIRED.

The following types of signs must comply with the General Sign Standards outlined above as
well as the restrictions outlined below and require a permit from the city (See § 152.41, Permit
Process). Electronic message center (dynamic) signage is allowed only in the
Commercial/Industrial District.

(A) Central Business District.

(1) Freestanding signs. One on-premise freestanding sign per building, provided that said
sigh does not exceed 48 square feet in area for a single tenant building or 60 square feet in area
for a multiple tenant building. Signs shall not exceed 15 feet in height. Posts or anchoring
mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on public property. Front, rear and side back
setback requirements for the district must be followed when positioning sign. Posts or
anchoring mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on public property.

(2) Wall or fascia signs. Wall signs are permitted on each street frontage provided that the
area of all signage on each street or alley frontage does not exceed 25% of the wall area. This
limitation is to be applied individually to each street frontage. Additionally, wall signs not
exceeding 10% of said wall are permitted on each building frontage abutting a public parking lot
accommodating 25 or more cars providing that all land abutting all sides of the parking lot is
either public right-of-way or commercially zoned property.

(3) Projecting signs. A projecting sign may not exceed 20 square feet in area, nor may it
project more than six feet out from the wall to which it is affixed. No projecting sign shall
extend beyond the curb line of any public street or right-of-way. Projecting signs must maintain
a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign and the finished grade of eight and a half
feet.

(4) Window signs. Window signs are permitted provided that the area of the signage does
not exceed 25% of the window area; and that the total area of all window, wall and fascia
sighage on the same street frontage does not exceed 25% of the wall area, Windowpanes on
© entrance doors may not have more than 25% of the gross surface area of the glass pane
covered by signage in order to avoid obstructing the view of persons entering and exiting the
building.

(5) Canopy or awning signs. Canopy or awning signs shall not exceed 75% of the exterior,
viewable surfaces of the canopy or awning. In the case of a canopy or awning that is attached to
the building, the area of canopy/awning signage, together with the area of all wall, window and
fascia signage on the same street frontage, shall not exceed 25% of the wall area.

(6) Off-premises signs. Off premise or billboard signs shall only be allowed in the Central
Business District on a modified "cap and replace” basis as defined in § 152.22(B)(6).

(B} Commercial and Industrial Districts.

(1) Freestanding signs. One on-premises freestanding sign per building is permitted
provided said sign does not exceed 150 square feet in area, 25 feet in height, and is not placed
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closer than ten feet from any street right-of-way. The freestanding sign described herein may
contain off-premises advertising if the freestanding sign complies with the requirements of this
provision and the off premises establishment advertised is located on a lot that is immediately
adjacent to the lot on which the freestanding sign is located. Front, rear and side back setback
requirements for the district must be followed when positioning sign. Posts or anchoring
mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on public property.

(2) Projecting signs. Projecting signs are allowed when the sign is to be attached to a
building that has a setback of ten feet or less from the street right-of-way. Such projecting signs
shall not overhang the right-of-way. A projecting sigh may not exceed 24 square feet in area
and must maintain a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign and the finished
grade of eight and a half feet.

(3) Wall or fascia signs. Wall signs are permitted on each street or alley frontage provided
said signs do not exceed 25% of the wall area. This limitation is to be applied individually to
each street frontage. Additionally, wall signs not exceeding 10% of said wall area are permitted
on each building frontage abutting a public parking lot accommodating 25 or more cars
providing that all land abutting all sides of the parking lot is either public right-of-way or
commercially zoned property.

{4) Window signs. Window signs are permitted provided that the area of the signage does
not exceed 25% of the window area; and that the total area of all window, wall and fascia
signage on the same street frontage does not exceed 25% of the wall area. Windowpanes on
entrance doors may not have more than 25% of the gross surface area of the glass pane
covered by signage in order to avoid obstructing the view of persons entering and exiting the
building.

(5) Canopy or awning signs. Canopy or awning signs shall not exceed 75% of the exterior,
viewable surfaces of the canopy or awning. In the case of a canopy or awning that is attached to
the building, the area of canopy/awning signage, together with the area of all wall, window and
fascia signage on the same street frontage, shall not exceed 25% of the wall area.

(6).. Off-premises signs. Other than division (B)(1) of this section, off-premises or billboard
signs shall only be allowed on a modified "cap and replace" basis.

: (a) ‘Capitation. As of the date of the adoptlon of this chapter, a complete inventory of
exrstmg off—premlse signs shall be prepared The mventory shall contain information pertaining
to the size, helght location, ownershlp and permlt number of- the sign. All inventoried signs
may’ remaln in place, as legal nonconforming 5|gns foras. long as' they are properly maintained
and UtlllZEd (see §152.24). No additional signs are allowed The mventorled signs may not be
altered in such amanner as to enhance their size, to raise therr height or to change their
locatlon

. (b) Replacement. Inventoried signs may be replaced at the end of their useful lives, or
earller if destroyed by circumstances out of the control of the owner of the sign. All
replacement signs must meet the sign requirements outlined in division (B){6)(c) below. Any
signs which are allowed to fall into disrepair, or which carry no commercial or public service
message for more than six continuous months will be considered abandoned. Abandoned signs
are a nuisance, must be removed pursuant to § 152.40 and will not be eligible for replacement.
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(¢) Requirements for replacement signs. AII replacement signs must meet the following
requirements, as well as any requirements set forth-in regulations promulgatéd by state or
federal governmental agencies.

1. Location:
, a. Highway 14/61 (the Pike) from 1,400 feet west of Twilite Street east to the city
limits, on the south side of the roadway:
’t 'b" 'HighWay 14/61 from Houston County 6 north to the city limits.
Helght Mammum helght is 20 feet above the centerline of the adjacent roadway
3 S:ze' Maxlmum sign area as 300 square. feet per facing, not to.exceed two facmgs

Doub!e-suded signs.shall be attached back to back. Signs connected at one edge, with the two
faces forming \‘ngle of30 degrees or Iess shatl be con5|dered to be back to back

or hvghways as measured from the centeyklmes of the roadway |ntersect|on
ldentlﬁca ion. All billboard s:gns shal! have noted on their face the name of the firm,
whlch manufactured the sign, and the sign permit number.
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Exhibit #4
Application - Variance Request
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224822, 8,004 AM Thes Schnaklir Compogatices Bididing Pine Applksalion

. HOWARTH FAMILY LIVING TRUST

_Number C/0 LINDA BANGSTON 504
SIGN- | svcAMORE ST, Houston County | PID %
20 22 4 Slan Permit '
8BG27 Submitted by Lamar Advertising of La Crosse
on 242472022

¥ ¢
T W
Applicant and Property Info redii Last updated: 2/2472022 9:22:10 AM atid saved by: Lamiar
Advertising of La Crasse o B

Appiicant
Information

Apiicant Is: Othor

If othir applicant, specify;  Owner of the sign’ strireire

Property Qwner

Information

Mamez HOWARTH FAMILY LIVING TRUST C/O LINDA BANGSTON
Tabaphone Number: 952-913-0258

Emall Address; Linda. Bangtson@bankee,cam

Property

Information

Project Address:- 504 SYCAMORE ST

Building Name {If
applicable) '

Tenant Name (if applicable)

Countyt Houistoi

Fargel 1D Number; 251180000

Legal Desaiphioti; Sect-03 Twp-104 Ranga-004 PT SWi/4 SEL/4 CO-
TRUSTEES OF HOWARTH SPECIAL TRUST UJDET -
0714 /2003 DOLC #230562

bl pxiparmils schhakistsorp convPomiiing_Appiapaticolion_Prnficeaspi?Peaniid=88827
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ZIZARZR, .04 AR Tiws Schiieiled Cotpornbol Bulkiing Faami Applicaticn

Contractor

Campany Lamar Advartizing Company
Name Lamar Advertising of La Crassa (Fairway Fuading LLE)
Sign License Humber 17961

Address 1328 Fakerchange Place’
Clty La Crosse

State WX

Zlp s48603

Emall Address ZSchoh@lamar.com
Engineer/Designer

Company Productivity Fabricators
Name 3o Gdom

Reglstration Number (State

of MN)

Address 2232 Flatley Rd

City Richmond

State N

Zip 47374

Ermil Address jonpdom@cybarpirafab.com
Advertist ng Sign

Sign Type

Slgn Types:

Advertising Skgn: A slon

that directs attention o a

business, servies, event or

Tecation pot related to or on

the: premeisis whare the

sign Is lncated. _

Business Sign: A slgn that -

Ipspatmits schnekarooip comiSanmiilting_Appiapplication Pdaiiow.ssnx?Poankid=8862F




PIRARY, B4 AW Tho Schnestior Cosporalikin Dusldisg Parmil Appbedlian
directs attention to a
buslness, sewvice, event, or
comimadily sold o
canducted on the premesls
whare the sign is {beatad,
‘Valuation

Valustions: 3snon

Permit Type:
Sty

Advertising Sign [edit] Lest updated: 2/24/2022 9:24:11 AM and saved by: Lamar Advartising of La

Crsse. S
Width (feet), 10

Langth (feat) 30

Total Square Feet:

ino

Helght (feet) 23

Site Plan and Drawings [Edit] Last updated: 2/24/2027 9:35:43 AM and saved byt Lamar
Advertising of La Orossa

Site Plan

Sketch Iocatlon of slgnoni
map showing any
dimensions and satbacks

Layar List:
C[Srpomfe Limits

B parcels
B varcid Murithers

DOrouston Blocks
O wincise iocks
fl | (] Houston Lots
Clwinona Lots
P2 Houstoo. Roads

=

Wirwnn Roads

Billbaar ‘l , k 1 T S, ‘ B3 usa Mugor Highivays
‘ a4

8 - e [} Y 53 4 Do
titpa Hpeirnile.schnoideroosp camfPairmiiling_AppiAppication_PrintVisw.papx?RormilidwB0627




AR, K04 Ak Thit Schonldar Corpocalian Bullthsg Pamall Application

\ f,.‘,%‘ C Wffk‘"r’gh“ '%nle()u!llnﬁ
#5100 ; \ 2 covnty Outlines

A -
N £ 2017 Tenagery

Drawinigs

La Crescent Mock Ups and Pics.pdf {download)

Upload any site plans. - 7 ateh Z.pdf (download
e e e La Crezcent Sketch Z.pdf [ )
applicable)

Application Submittal redit] Last updated: 2/24/2092 9:37:12 AM and_saved by: Lamar: Advartising
of 14 Crosse

[ hereby apply for a sign ¥oe
permit, and I certify that
the Information submitted
{s complete and accurake,
The work will bie in. -
conformance wlth
applicable faws of the State
of Minnesats and
ordinandes of the City of La
Creseant, T Understand this
Is not a permit but only an
application for a permit and
veork Is hot to start without
3 permik, I certifY that the
work will be in-accordance
with all permit conditions
and approved plang {in the
case of wark which réquires
2 review and approval of
plang).

Slgnature of Applicant

Taday's Date
02/24/2022

19
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Variance Application Requnirements
City of La Crescent
LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA

The following information must bo submited to the building/zoning dopartment before a

varlanct application can be processed and approved, more detailed information isdisted below

Warianeo Application Yerm

After aproliminaty review, additional information-may be required.

Varinneo Applicnfion Form: Application forms arc available at the building/zoning
department. Complete the form and raturn it to the building/zoning official with the
requited fee. '

What i3 & Vavianee? Buch district in La Crescent’s zoning ordinances molnde standneds ralated to
bulldlng sellmeks, porcont of Int sovered, helght of buildings, clc, Onoccusioh, & property GWIIET requests
a variance.or vurintion to the zaning standards. The variancs application proceduces i3 not infended 4o allow
uso of bkl I o maniner that is different from what {3 stormally permiited in the zoning distrfot, Rather, the
intent of 1 varlanea js to provide some flexibility whern the strict interpratution of the zoning erdinanca
would yesolt in an unnecessiry pracilonl difficulty,

Finwteinl ardship and inconvanience ars riot grounds for grantlug approval of an application for varianes,

Approvalof » variatice domands (ito; exponse and justification. Pleaso consider doslgning orredesigning

{ho praject to mect all zoning standards befors submitting at applisation for varfonee,

‘What is the typical suhject matter for consideration in conneetion with deliberations
npon the question a4 ta whether or not a yarianco should be granted or denicd?
12.07 VARTANCES :

" Subik, 1. Pursuant to Minn; Biab See. 462.357; subd. 6, s itwmay bo smended fom thno to time,

fhe Planning Commission, acting as & Board of Adjustmont, may issite vatjancea fivm the
provisicns of this zoning code. A varianes 15 o modifichtlon of yariation of the provislaws of thix

zoning code as applied to-a spacific piven of property,
Subd, 2. ‘
A, Vadunces shall onlybe peomitied
1. When tlioy nre In Jistmany with the goneen! purposes and lntent of the. ordinance

and;
2 Whem the varinoes ave consistont with (he compralrdsive plas,

20



B. Vadunses say bo granted when the applicant for the virianto csfablishey fhat there aea
practicul difficulties in complying with the zonlng ordinance, '

Subd, 3. "Proctleal diffiultivy,” us used in canniation with the granting of n varlance, meuns that

i The proparty ovner projdses (o e the property in & reasopibie manner tiot
pormidted by the zonlng ordioenes;

% The plight of the landowner is due to elrewmstaneos anigue to the propesty not
cronted by (ho handovmer; and

3 Tht variinee, if granted, will ot alter the essontin] character of the locality,

“Reonpinic cansldarntions alons do not eapstitte pmetical difficulties; Practical
difficoltiss inclode, but aro not limited to, insdequate negess to direct sunlight for solar
enerpy sysloEns,

ariances shall bo granted for eurth sheltered cotstiustion ag defined in scction 216C.06, subdivision
14 of the Stste Siatntes, whon in harmony with 1ho ordirianco. The Pluuing Cominisslen, serving as
tho Board of Adjustmont, may not permit os & vuriatics shy use that §s not parmittedt undey tho
ordinunce for property i the 2o whre the nfficted person's Jand is logated. The Boand of
Adjustment may permit as a varinoca tho temporaty usa of n oo funily dwelling as a two family
dwelling, The Board of Adjustneut may impose canditlons in the granting of variances to insuro
conpliancs and to protect adjacent propertios,

3. What actlons helj to ensnve approval of the application? _
4. Roview your project bofare compieting the epplication to make sure It neets Gis or moro of

b,
[

d

4, HowdoX
&
b

B omp e

the eritorin shown,
Proylds complete and accurats information. , b :
Plan your project so that it is compatible swith the surtoundings snd doss not disropt-this
nelghborhood with undie nodse or traflie, ‘ S .
Adtead honrlngs so that yon can spesk for your project end respond to questiony fiosed.

apply for n varinnee?

Fill qutthe aytachod yarfanes application foym, sign ind date tie same,

Muksaplot plan or ma of the praperty which shows, staminlinum, all lot Jiaes, oxisting and
progosed struetitees, drivawnys and piatking arcas, significant topographical fontuzes and
mature treas,

Show evidenco of ownership or gn interest in tho praperty.

Includo the addcess of tha property and the logel doscription.

List tho nddrasses aad owners name of all propeeties that abut the proparty.,

Include the required fou anronnt of $150.00, ,

Turz 21} information into the bullding/zonlng officlal befere three wecks prior to ascheduled
mesting date, (Plnnsing Commission meets the 1% Prssday of cach month;)

Turn in eny other information as vequired by the City of Ia Croscent.

5, A sheteh dravwn to'scale must be attached showing: -

Lot lines sind carhey pins;

Dimensions of existing buillings std propossd risw canstruction;
Distances Tron Jot Jines to butldings,. - . : .

All Eesoments (Utitity and drainuge)

Utllivy Jines entering the praperty.

Coriser ping must bo estublished and marked by the owner.
Tvro-copiss of comstruotion plany must nlso be submitted

W e R

6. ‘When will I Bave my hearing? You will recoive a notice of varianes request by mail
stating the date, titne and place of your variance hearing. (Plasning Corumigsion moets
the I Tucsday of sach ronth.)
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7. 'Why do Inced to list my neighbors? All adjoining propeity ovners shall be advised of
the vatjancs request 10 days bofore the sehcduled meeling to have a chaneo to appoar at.
the hewing with comments o objections.

8, Why doTmoed to pay afee? The feeis for the cost of the matfings, the recording fes
froim Houston County and the-meeting itself, '

9, Wiy do L oeod te turn all information into the baildingfzoning official before thres
weeka priox to a schisduled meeting date? Woneed time-ta cheel the information,
schedule the hearing and prepare all maitings to adjoining properties.

10, Please include a vesponse to eagh of the following iteris, Pleage fype ox print
Yegibly. Ifyour respouse does not fit within fhe available space, please atiach
additional gheets. If the question does not apply to your situation, vespond with
“Not Applicable.”

i,

b.

Pleass Provide & briof desoription of the projsct, |
oA Parted  TE, NGO, O06

Whit variance fo-the Zoning Cide ave you requesting? What 14 the ronson for
yourrequest? Oed, HIT |, Gechin VI | A 6, G, Replacement (Q&q) -

"’ﬁ" " e “.4.—5&-& = SWugdeer LAsabR, oatg  Fasd M, ha;&hv} & ARy A ; lr?qg

ot ﬁ\[{;\fng}f'ﬂ ot o alere- "“'\'b ('ib? e %Mﬁ‘(a 61%;'\ e ‘e

H Y2 Digtree ~ Stordoce ot be 18204, awoq Bom andtor slaut

G

Dosorlbo spéifis, unique problems with the proporty, such as loation,
surroundings, miture trees, natural obstacles or forsmntions and oxplain why the
improvements you are reguosting oannot bo made ih conformity with Zoning
Codé stipuiations. (fssucs of personal hardship gch ng family size, finances,

medical condition should not bo considored)

 Hewght needs do be 23 Fet i3 ordter S clone Hine roeR URie off Yine Kuiiday

so Ty visable an e Spath facig nte

Prarius Shonh jure Wos ¢ ine Bama leeahiun |, bl 7% 188 R4, oy
Heorn o AL poneh n Ane atde ofdhe ald Oule € buling,

Txplain why, without the varianoo, you ornnot uss your property in the sama SR
anner a4 others in the same zone. Also, explain how the variance will not-pive

you an advantage ovor othets in the same zone.

?m:fws. Shtmthere  pi8d st Mg Lowbhin S Be ¥ yews and
F‘VJL zx.,'ﬁ.l\;';' AR P ha‘ig).»,& Haen e Ao F“Pbﬁa-‘q- Shouhie .
The Weadin & heighp etk e S P ey Adurdnne ouer iy
55 Ale Bplacemart Bhohee @oold nal- be a8 dnll &8 Lt 1es PW‘S
Prare |, ol e Wi e mzz%s.?am, hbnagble VS, Pre plavhed 5 wenken piics



How will completing your project without « variance chuse a practical difficully in
planning, design, o construction? (For the purpose of the application, Pructienl difficullles,”

a5 used n congeatlon with the grantiy; of & varkango, mouns tal ¢ _
1.The propetty eWner proposes to use the propuity in.a reasounble manner not permitted

by the zoning ordinnies; . N
 2.The plight of the tandoymer is dusto direumstances uniiqus to the properly ot rented

Ly e Jandownes; and

3, Th varinee, 1 geatted, Wil nof alter the sesantial charartor of tho locality. * ,
“Tre prageet doond of complabes LY A Woopnce Heghh 78 Meeded
b Qeae Hhe BoALg ; o0t Fe Spoeitys behaten e S3ng T ledg Jluis
Joa B, beracms e (Eplacainant \oatiens B e Svie sy what as
N . o P
pmmﬁ Anere i~ L 3{;35« eets | R
& Economic eansiderations alono do not constitute practioal difficulties. Practicul
difficultics include, but ato not limited to, inndequate access to direct sunlight for
solar onergy systets,) "
Previaws Twinbomed Sign Was deshopat by LiCtamEinneg. ot oF
B Lontod oF P gl #F Yne Siga (Lﬁmmﬁ by o 5duma & adk oF Gat
i P Slpoes  oF RARL,
f,  Whit provisions huye you nindo to onsurs that the doesign cloments of yout
project me aesthetioalfy ploasing and haronious with oxisting buildings in the
arca? These design oloments inelude, but ara pot limited o height, bulk, aren
‘oponings, breaks in the fugads, line and pitch of the roof, materinls, arrangements
of atrvoturcs on tho propesty, concealmont of mechanie and clesteical squipment,
0. P ies Y. -
‘ md”“*"““”‘ hegihh oF 2R Skat Fum Lewher (ihe oF Tytxmare S
Shomgue ; Clewnes loal | '

g Whit provisions have you made to otisuro tht will nat advarsoly affect property
ovmora in tho zoning district partioulatly thoso who own adjacent properties,
properties on the same block or proporties in the immediata naighborhood?
Consider the offeet on neighboring propertles® existing viows, privacy, access {0
divect end inditeot fight, ete.
Povisin s idate & Shing, SAgh Msnspia Wik < heght

Shattrer Wion A Plodons Shaehor Yok wes i glaee

h. How bns yout own safoty and thut of others been congldored in your plan?
Consider fite codes, points of ingross and cgress, flow of pidostrian and
yehioutar traffie, vle.
Sheel e pite riles A Shres | Shmehurally Sownd billbiard
i & cob-tly, Fbe spovhing Tam S porfier dudess of

P apdenanie, Fask ool e “hm&mfﬁa{: Fhe vi"f'ifﬂS
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i, Are there sxcoptional or extraordinury circumstances that apply proporty which
doss not gonerally apply ta oiher propertios tocated within the zoning district?
(i.0. atypical lot size or shaps, atypical topography or other conditions over which
the proporty owner is nnable to control). - A4 —

8 N oF A Wz\nm‘b\g

§. Plesso Indieato what stups you have taken to discuss this prajoct with your
nelghbors prior to submission.

Hafrradtre dethr Sent 4o Oredident o8 TT5bs Tpassitel Ting

? Ardqatert Hergn h*c‘“)

@
k. Dlesso indioite what steps you huve taken to discuss this profest with the City
“stnff prior to submission.

Gerserd  tnagec 3 Reat Estwte. Manngar ity Lamse of Lalasee
ed- uﬂ-f-s S}wm W eterlis , Surkdiag & Zoniig &Freenl o gu over pitpasd
pleng ; pl‘ﬁ‘m&; Lonvvalguheas FB ATSewsy s LT Flens
Protea dbhe appravel o Had hengd- 3 Fpacliy Viarfance

I thero ate any questions 4y to proporty lines, pleass cell the Touston County Recorder at S0%-

725-5813, : |

Questions: If you have Any tﬁlwﬁgm, please contact the Building/Zonjng Department,
Monday through Fridiy, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 pm. at 507-895-4409, or writc to, Shawn Wetterlin-
Ruilding Official, 315 Main Street, City of La Crescent, Minnesota, 55947,
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My elpnntuss bedow signiflas fhat

I Herehy declars fhat 1 o the owaer, or authorized ngest of flic pwnery of (ha above
deseribed nroperty sad I agree o constenel (ha bullding or use horeln deseribed §n
necordimes with the vegntntlops ang ordinances that govern snid Smproyement within the
City of L Crescont nagd that the forepaing fuformntion contnined on this appliention Is o
truo and correel sintoment of wy Intenfions, AU provistons of Jaws and ordinances
goveraing this type of work will s complicd with whether speelficd hereln or not, The
Rranting of x variance dnés yiof presumte to glve nuthorlty (o violate or enieed the
provisions of uny other statg or loeal Iayy repulating comstruction or the performanco of
eonstruetion, T wnderstnnd (it any ntillty flint inst he moved ns o result of ndditiany or
aléorntions to the propoyly will he ot my cxpense nud T will he responsible for tho cost of
e ilon ehoele of Wiis application even fhough I de not continie the projest, Y havo also

;“3'!"! and understand (he inpfeaction and infovmation Msted on (ho veverse shilo of (lils
ar,

Thave rend fha bockgeaund Information ordl Jinva provided the tequired Informnilon.

*  Lhoyereviewed the begel descrlptlon on my propeety deed and [ndleated ol recordod cosemenls el teed
restrietions on tho ubinfited slto plan, {Pleqse provids a deseription hére of the voscients ond resteictlons
shown orryonr propery destt _ . : )

= Jhntlavo the tnformotion peovided I this appilestion 3 neetralo ta the bast af iy nowledge,

® T utn nvvars tha Gy sinfTondfor Planning Chimenfsslon memberx moy vigw o jroptsty and proposed
canstietian, (Pleaxe note any spectnl tastretions regareling necees to your preperty swch o tloge, fuvex,
alaras, ey : — e

*  Tundesstand that [0 \hls sppllention 1¢ ppproved, s bultding yiermit i yeiuired for constroction ned that na
canstruction may euRitsecn pelor 1o susaes of the prami, R0 chonges may be mude wlihou Tty
enproval, ond chatges may wequite o npw uppllestion,

gy ot \{ﬁm'/gh} ‘sﬁ@@u ,

!Qmw oF  BWMam &WM‘ ~ Leaomee szrﬂh‘tt?i&:ﬁ'@‘ La Crste

Ranl Eotabe  (Meniger 5 /34(4’1 «{dj’pj’\ w :}‘*}3‘3’ 2
2 -
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;:;z:z;ptﬂa;’n fuk ?;' tygn;vr;m!. N J’%DVER&'I}S!NG DEVICE ':\LOR 'r/, rg;{u
, it and subwif four copiex RS0 - - W Am.
to &il:;sam Meghivay anarfmum. INNESOTA HIGHKAY Lopal C;t:"\gi;;} m:;"““ §/
oy, A”j-';g , " '\
. Applleant {device awncr} V o 3y Addresa I e , 3) Telnphono No,
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Tand O Shupn K aungo o Agenk ISV Addrens sy i ol %'——“Munn a,
Z - o . . :
PR e —pav-pincolf ARk W a0 l4-6900-
” r.—‘_‘J?-—-—--Y . : " .' - .
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iy .°' N C Y Y stleectlan, and distmucet L '
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J Present SigiMeasnges A () 0 0 | f:; / = :

! o " Bem_ SPRO90 . g i
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Sulbode logal denceiptlon of propaity. §f taquleed. INZ IS T A
RO 8 4
7 V Copy
1, We, the wodeslaned, hereby declure chat nll neaso- '
ments hotein ate tiue and complete, with the same
forca and effact ae thoogh Jv'nu,umit;: anth, heve-
with sccept the teems and conditlons of the tege- ,
Yations of the Commlssionsr of Highwoye aid ngtee
g fully Wmﬁ‘ therewith to the satisfaction of the
Minnesotn Highway Depirtment, T 3
. N v N o i AAAIRRESIRISR S S [ | R
R [ G 0
Sl e _ A A Y VAR B I . .
Dayos ¢ , 2 J ap- / , l vny
e P # s u . , e oL
&1 7 7 7 4 2 B DG 7 B0 NOT WRITH BBLOW THIS LINE e g 2
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| . {Permit hak v .
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ication, enid device to be v deootdonce

ang and e lawa of the Stato of Minnesols,
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TO:  Planning Commission Members

Honorable Mayor and City Councll members
FROM: Jason Ludwigson, Sustainahility Coordinator
DATE: April 6th, 2022
RE: Meeting Minutes from Aprll 5th, 2022

The Planning Commission met at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday, Aprll 5th, 2022 In the City Council Chambers at
City Hall, The following members were present: Ryan Stotts, Mike Welch, Annie Stoecklein, Greg
Husmann, Dave Hanifl, Dave Coleman, and Jerry Steffes. City Sustainability Coordinator, Jason
tudwlgson, Economie Development Director, Larry Kirch, and City Council member Cherryl Jostad. City
Attorney Skip Wieser was also in attendance,

1.The meeting was called to order by Chair Stoecklein. Members recited the Pledge of Allegiance,

e srr—

2. Mike Welch made a motion to accept the minutes fram the March 1st, 2022 meeting. Motlon was
seconded by Greg Husmann,

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallled by the Sustainability Coordinator, all members present voted in
favor accepting the minutes.

Stoecklein — Yes

Stotts —Yes

Steffes—Yes

Coleman - Yes

Hanifl - Yes

Welch —Yes

Husmann - Yes

3. A1 5:35 the Planning Commission chalr continued the Public Hearing to review the Text Amendment
and Conditlonal Use Permit application for 215 South Chestnut Street.
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Chair Stoeckleln opened the meeting.

Jason Rouleau, representing City Door, spoke in regards to the Conditional Use Permit and Text
Amendment, Mr. Rouleat thanled the members for visiting the stte, Commission members asked the
applicant if he had applied for permits to complete interior work at 215 South Chestnut. The applicant
noted that a permit had not been completed for this work. My, Husmann asked about conditions and a
timeline being added to the conditional use permit. Discussion about the text amendment being
approved or denied prior to the conditional use permit, Parking of vehicles on the right of way was
discussed. Staff noted that commercial vehicles Include buses, trucks, construction vehicles, etc, History
of the zoning designation around the area of 215 South Chestnut Street was discussed. The applicant
noted he does not have plans to add any additional semis to the site. Members also expressed concern
about moving the buses and drivers not wanting to drive farther distances to pick up the schosl bus for

its route.

Larry Kirch reviewed the staff report prepared by himself and Jason Ludwigson for the Conditional Use
Permit and Text Amendment. Larry reviewed the background of the property, noting the updates that
have been made to the bullding. It was noted that.the applicant Is currently parking buses on the
property In violation of the zoning code. The staff report contalned staff findings related to the
comments the applicant had submittad for the conditional use permit and text amendment, Conditions
for approval and denlal were presented, Staff concluded that the proposed use does not meet the CUP
criterfa In Section 12.06 Subd. 4 of the Zoning Code.

Members discussed the Conditional Use Permit and Text Amendment. Questlons ahout the road-right-
of-way, screening, precedent for allowing a text amendment, and applicants' responses to the permit

applications were discussed at length.

Chair Stoeckleln closed the publlc meeting.

A motlon was made by Greg Husmann to allow a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to allow for the
outdoor parking and storage of commercial vehicles, Including busses in the C-1 commercial district, The

motion was seconded by Dave Hanifl.

Findings in the motion Included:

» Allowing the parking of buses on the property will allow the school district to continue providing
services for the City of La Crescent and students in the community .

e The property is surrounded by rallroad right of way and highway right of way, Storage of buses
will not Impede any orderly development of the adjacent properties.
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e  Previous uses of the property include asphalt equipment and miscellaneous storage. Truck semi
parking is further south of the site alang with a clty-owned equipment area,

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustalnability Coordinator, all members present voted in
favor of the text amendment.

Stoecklein ~ Yes

Stotts —Yes

Steffes ~ Yes

Coleman —Yes

Hanifl ~ Yes

Welch —VYes

Husmann - Yes

A motion was made by Greg Husmann to grant a Conditlonal Use Permit to the applicant for the
property at 215 South Chestnut Street with the conditions below. Dave Hanifl seconded this motion.

1. The Applicant will abide by all representations made by the Applicant or their agents made during the
parmitting process, to the extent those representations were not negated by the planning Commission
or City Council and to the extent they are not inconslstent with the explicit conditions of the conditional

use permit.

2. The Applicant complies with all applicable federal, state, and local repulations.
3. No vehicles will be parked or stored within the City right of way.

4, Applicant will comply with the Clty's buflding code for all interior and exterior building improvements
and shall submit for approval interior remodeling plans prepared by a design professional or a draft
person qualified to prepate such plans.

5. No more than one (1) semi will be allowed to be stored on the property described on Exhibit A at one

time,

6. With the agreement of the Applicant, this Condltional Use Permit will terminate upon the sale or
conveyance of the property described on Exhibit A to any third party.
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7. Any additional lighting shall be “Dark Sky” compliant, whereln all light sources shall be down-lit, full
cutoff fixtures and shielded, and the correlated temperature {“CCT”) shall not exceed 2,700 Kelvins.

8, Any signage to be installed on the property must comply with Chapter 152 of the City Code of

Ordinances.

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustalnability Coordinator, all members present voted in
favor of the conditlonal use permit.

Stoecklein— Yes

Stotts ~Yes

Steffes —Yes

Coleman—Yes

Hanifl —Yes

Welch -~ Yes

Husmann - Yes

4. At 6:10 Chalrperson Annie Stoecklien called for a public hearing for the variance application at 504

Sycamore Street.

Larry Kirch reviewed the staff report for the two variances in the application at 504 Sycamore Street,
The criteria for granting a varlance were included in the staff report, Larry noted the background
Information provided by the applicant states that there wasa 12’ X 42’ off-premise sign located on the
property that was erected on December 1, 1974, This sign was replaced by an off-premise advertising
sign that was permitted on February 10, 1977 and erected on February 15, 1977, The 1977 parmit stated
that the sign was located south of and within 175’ of another off-premise sign (also on the same tax
parcel), The 1977 off-premise advertising sign permit application states that the sign was a 12’ X 48’ or
570 square feet in size and double sided. On July 29, 2021, the original sign (two sided with four sign
faces) came down during a severe thunderstorm and took down some power lines and caused a power
outage. The off-premise advertising sign is a non-conforming sign per the city's sign code, The subject
site is designated by the City’s General Plan as “Shoreland Mixed Use.”
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City staff has reviewed the submitted application, the applicant’s response (a thru k) of the application,
reviewed the adopted comprehensive plan, and the city's sign code for nonconforming off-premise
advertising signs. The variance request has three components, a helght varlance, a spacing variance
from another off-premise advertising sigh and a spacing variance from an existing street Intersectlon,
The city staff finds that the variance request is not conslstent with several stated goals, objectives, and
strategies of the comprehensive plan found in the following elements;

» Natural Systems, Open Space and Recreation Element, Goals, Objectives, Strategies
2.9, Scenic views of the bluffs and wetlands will be enhanced through the removal of billboards.

* Transportation and Mobllity

8, Transportation corridors and gateways will be aesthetically attractive and enhance the Image of the
community

23, Work with State and County agencies to maintain aesthetically pleasing transportation corrldors and
gateway entrances with reflect the community's charm and vision, This may include enhanced
landscaping, artistic enhancements, clean-up off trash and debris, decorative lighting, Improved
community signage and removal of billboards

» Land Use and Community Design
3.3 Blilboards will be removed,

Variances shall not be permitted when they are not In harmony with the general purposes and intent of
the ordinance and when the varlances are not consistent with the comprehensive plan. Legal non-
conforming signs may be reconstructed If they meet the requirements of the sign code however the
applicant is requesting two variances (and actually needs a third varlance) and therefore the request is
not in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the slgn ordinance, If the variance request does
not meet these two criteria (harmony and purpose of the ordinance and consistency with the
comprehensive plan), then there Is no heed to evaluate the request to determine If there are “Practical

difficulties.”

Two representatives of the applicant spoke In favor of the request and the history of the blilboard, who
has used the billboard. They noted the billboard had been in place since the 1970's. They noted the
billboard Is smaller In square footage than the sign that was previously in place. Applicants noted the
sigh would be four feet shorter than the billboard that was in place prlor to the storm. They also
discussed loss of four signs and revenue along the pike. Applicants noted that the loss of billboard space
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is detrimental to local business advertising, Members of the board of adjustment asked questions about

the local advertisers who use the board,

Greg Husmann made a motion to deny the variance application on the grounds that it is Inconsistent
with the comprehensive plan sections including Natural Systems, Open Space and Recteation Element,
Goals, Objectives, Strategies, Transportation and Mobility, Land Use and Community Deslgn and the
zoning ordinance Janguage in the city’s sign ordinance which states that legal non-conforming signs may
be reconstructed if they meet the requirements of the sign cade however the applicant Is reqjuesting
two variances and therefore the request is hot In harmony with the general purposes and intent of the

slgn ordinance. The motion was seconded by Ryan Stotts.

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustainabllity Coordinator, all members present voted as

follows to deny the variance application.
Stoeckleln ~Yes

Stotis—Yes

Steffes—No

Coleman -~ No

Hanifl ~Yes

Welch ~Yes

Husmann - Yes

By a vote of 5-2 the members of the board of adjustment denled the varfance request for 504 Sycamore
Street, Jason Ludwigson read the 10 day varlance notice which states, “Upon approval or denlal of a
variance request by the Board of Adjustment, an applicant or other aggrieved party may file an appeal in
writing to the City Councll within (10) days of the decision, otherwise the decision by the Board of

,Il
.

Adjustment becomes fina

5. At 6:40 Chairperson Annle Stoecklien called for a public hearlng for the variance application at 1116
South Oak Street.

Larry Kirch reviewed the staff report for the variance application at 1116 South Oak Street. it was noted
that a varlance for metal siding as a secondary material has come before the board of adjustment
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frequently in the last year. Staff concluded that this request can be considered consistent with the
comprehensive plan and the general intent of the zoning code because the owney has added stone
veneer; Is keeping the stucco on the first floor; is using architectural metal; and has added a metal
projection over the upper flooy windows and above the lower floor. The variance request does meet
these two criteria {harmony and purpose of the ordinance and consistency with the comprehensive
plan), therefore the request was also evaluated to datermine if there are “Practical difficultles.” The
property owner Is proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner, the property owner is
attempting to have a more permanent repair for the problems associated with previous attempts to
rastore the stucco finish and the bullding repairs will not alter the essential character of the Immediate

locality.

A representative of the applicant spoke in favor of the request. He noted that the bullding front was
having water Issues with the stucco flnlsh and the metal siding would get the water out away from the
building walls, The construction work has moved drain downspouts and piping to get the water flowing
away from the bullding rather than pooling by the front entrance. The architectural metal materials
proposed for the installation have a long warranty and excellent durability.

Members of the board of adjustment noted that the materials proposed are aesthetically pleasing and
not similar to metal installed on pole building steel,

Jerry Steffes made a motlon to approve the varlance application at 1116 South Oak Street. The motion
was seconded by Dave Coleman.

Findings in the motion included:

& Proposed request is consistent with the city comprehensive plan

& Variance in similar in nature to others granted in the last year

o Staff are investigating this Issue In terms of text amendments to the city zoning code to keep up
with changes in bullding materlals

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustalnability Coordinator, all members present voted in
favor of granting the variance application for 1116 South Oak Street.

Stoecklein—Yes

Stotts - Yes

Steffes — Yes
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Coleman ~Yes
Hanifl —-Yes
Welch —Yes
Hussman - Yes

Jason Ludwigson read the 10 day variance notlce which states, “Upon approval or denial of a varlance
request by the Board of Adjustment, an applicant or ather aggrieved party may file an appeal In writing
to the City Councll within (10) days of the declsion, otherwlse the declslon by the Board of Adjustment

bacomes final”

6. Motion to adjourn was made by Greg Husmann and seconded by Michael Welch. Membets voted in
unanimous consent to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
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Planning Commission Meeting/Board of Adjustment
April 5,2022
Transcription 43:34 through 1:06:18

AS = Annie Stoecklein
JL = Jason Ludwigson
LK = Larry Kirch

ZS = Zach Schoh

CR = Corey Randall
JS = Jerry Steffes

GH = Greg Husmann
DH = Dave Hanifl

RS = Ryan Stotts

SW = Skip Wieser

DC = Dave Coleman
MW = Mike Welch
US = Unknown Speaker

AS:  Ttem No. 3. We have a public hearing variance application for 504 Sycamore Street.
JS:  Thank you everybody.

AS:  Thank you. Alright, so we’ll open up the public hearing.

JS: Do you want the staff report first?

AS:  Oh, staff report, sure.

Unintelligible — multiple people talking

LK: The ah, hopefully you all read the staff report. Um, so there are two (2) variances that are
being requested and in looking and writing the staff report, there’s another provision in
the code that requires that an outdoor advertising be located 300 feet from an intersection
so that was, I put it as item of note here. Looking at the Comprehensive Plan, there are
multiple references in the Comprehensive Plan to eliminate billboards over time. So, 1
can go through them, I trust that you’ve read them. That there’s ample evidence in the
recently adopted Comprehensive Plan to eliminate billboards. In the zoning code, um,
essentially what the code says that if a, that those outdoor, off premises outdoor
advertising signs become nonconforming uses. So, if they do, are removed from an act of
God, like a windstorm on August 29™ of last year, then they have six (6) months to come
in and apply for a permit. Which they did. Um, but is also says that you have put it up
per the code. So, that’s typically of all nonconformities when you apply for a permit you
have comply with the new code. So, the fact that they’re needing variances to put the sign
up, um, if there were no variances needed, they could put the sign up. So, let’s say there
was not another off the premises outdoor advertising sign within 300 feet and they didn’t
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AS:

ZS:

CR:

ZS:

CR:

need the three (3) foot, they could it back up. They could just get a permit from the City.
So, the fact that it needs two (2) if not three (3) variances, it’s not, um, a given that the
City has to grant these variances. So, again, in keeping with the Comprehensive Plan,
you would say you would not issue the permit, um, because they need the variances. So,
the nonconformity, ah, exists and the third one again is mentioned because it’s at that
intersection, its within 300 feet of that intersection. So, um, you have to go through
findings of fact and um, the way I read the, the way the code works, it’s like a two-tail
test. So, if you can’t meet the first criteria of whether the variances are in harmony or
general purposes and the intent of the ordinance or consistent with the plan. So, if it
doesn’t meet those first two (2) tests, then you don’t have to go through the practical
difficulties, ah, evaluations. So, then there’s three (3) practical difficulties that you
evaluate. So, um, it’s up to you, it’s at your discretion what you want to ah, do and it can
be appealed to the City Council within the ten (10) days so. Staff recommendation isto
not grant the variances. So, any questions? I’ve included a bunch of maps at the back to
kind of walk you through. I think you’re all familiar where the sign was. Um, what the
properties are. I did ah, some screen shots. The applicant has provided um, their
narrative. Um, if you do grant it then you have to go through those five (5) findings. So,
in my opinion, T don’t think it meets the first two (2) so then ah. Again, you can go
through that process if you want. So, I did include copies of the ordinance. I think it’s
that, fairly straight forward, a nonconforming use is allowed to be replaced if they did not
need the variances.

Thank you. Do we have um, atything from the public?

Yes, ah, just to I am Zach Schoh. I am a real estate manager of LAMAR advertising. I
am here with my General Manager

Corey Randall

Just a little background or history, I guess. The billboard had been erected in 1977, um,
so it’s been there for 45 years. And then did come down by an act of God. Um, it talks
about it can be replaced, like you said, if earlier destroyed by circumstances out of
control of the owner of the sign. Which we can’t control the weather. Then new board,
like the pictures that were provided, is actually shorter and less square footage than what
was there previously. We talked about in Section 6, No. 6 Off Premises Signs. Talks
about cap 2 replace. This was something that came to light after this was submitted but
we actually are losing four (4) structures on the Pike per the US Fish and Wildlife
regulations. There are four (4) billboards on the Pike as you are going to La Crosse. So
those boards will be coming down. So, ah, that is obviously a loss of revenue for us and
not only that but, it limits the advertising space for local businesses here in La Crescent
too. We’ve gotten lot of calls from local businesses wanting to advertise and space is just
not there. Do you have anything to add?

Yeah, like you mentioned, it used to be over 900 square feet. It used to be four (4) boards

there before the wind took it down. Now it would be on a steel structure. It would be
hurricane proof, up to 180 mile per hour winds. Would go from 960 square feet down to
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JS:

CR:

JS:

CR:

CR:

CR:

JS:

ZS:

CR:

JS:

CR:

GH:

CR:

600 square feet. The height would be reduced actually four (4) feet from what it was.
So, I think part of the three (3) foot variance, that would be probably the easiest one and
that is simply clear the roof line of the buildings that’s there. Like Zach mentioned, the
board was there in 1977. And we are not looking to build anymore further than this. It’
just simply to supply the demand that is here in your community. So.

w

Could you tell us who you got for advertisers on that sign then?

That was on it?

Yeah.

Ah, we had ah, Seymore Equipment was advertising the board prior actually had it on it
as well. We had Kwik Trip that was on that board. Ah, we had ah, a bar at one point,

Timeout,
Schmitty’s Time Out.

And then another one that kind of rotates around so it’s different advertiser every 4 to 8
weeks. So, it kind of rotates around.

So, I am looking at some of the photos you submitted, and it even got a Best Western
Plus.

That is just a mockup. So, we have a creative act team that can, you give them the
coordinates of the location and they can, they have, I don’t know. They have some art
software where they can actually draw.

Yeah, that board is obviously not there now. That’s like a mockup of what

I’m just curious through history what has been there to help La Crescent business places
to see it value.

We’ve had chiropractors, we’ve had banks, we’ve had obviously the Kwik Trips, some
bars and restaurants. And as far as La Crescent is concerned, if you have people coming
in from Minnesota or from the west and we have advertising and they see your message it
would be good to get them to stop here, put the tax dollars here rather than keep going to
La Crosse. Just another way to keep top of mind awareness. A little about our industry.
People think our industry is old and dying. We are the fastest medium there is, ah, next
to digital advertising. It is very important to business owners. It’s very affordable, which
means that’s another reason why it’s so important to them,

So, is this sign going to be restricted to just La Crescent businesses or can Marlboro put
an advertising on it?

Cigarettes have been outlawed since
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GH:

CR:

GH:

CR:

GH:

CR:

GH:

CR:

GH:

AS:

CR:

I didn’t hear you, what?
Cigarettes, you cannot advertise tobacco

How about Coors Light?

Um, well, you could, that is kind of part of the First Amendment, free speech.

I not trying to be, but when you talk about local advertising the city businesses are
allowed to have signs all the way, ya know, before they get to the intersection coming
into town, the state provides them, business have to pay for them, but the state has signs
that say 24-hour gas or restaurant next exit and so the businesses are provided signs. I
went down there and looked at it too. So, the sign you want to replace it with, if I
understand it, would be double sided?

Correct. Prior, before the storm, the board that we lost, it used to be four (4) billboards.

Ok.
Double-sided, back-to-back. This would just be single back-to-back.

I have ah, I'll tell you right where I’m at, so you don’t have any questions. I have a hard
time wrapping my arms around billboards because I think that part of the Comprehensive
Plan where we captured that was correct in trying to, in trying to lessen them and at some
point, Cuz’ I don’t see them as being aesthetically as nice as some other things and you
could question me and say that why are buses aesthetic, well they are probably not but
they do provide a service for that business so, it’s hard for me to go against what our
Comprehensive Plan is and to vote for the amendments that you need. So, that’s kind of
where I am at. That’s all I had Chairman, Chairperson.

Any other question for the representatives? Do we want to close the public hearing or
any other things that you guys have to say in your, ask us?

Na, I guess in summary, the board was there for fifty (50) years. I don’t feel like it
bothered anyone. Again, I don’t know your complaints, if any. Your right of way of 300
feet is very restrictive. If you look at any other community in the area, most right of
ways for off-premises signs is fifty (50) feet. So, I think that’s pretty, pretty drastic. I
understand that, appreciate you’re trying to eliminate them, but I feel, but you have the
argument of on-premises verses off-premises. So why do you allow on-premises for
Kwik Trip and for a McDonald’s or a Subway or just other businesses. And I know
they’re different classifications but ah, a lot of times there’s a strong need for them and I
feel ah, having that sense of something. That board was there for fifty (50) years. I don’t
think it’s any harm for it to be reduced, reduced in size and go from four (4) to two (2)
would be any harm in my opinion.
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ZS:

ZS:

AS:

AS:

JS:

DH:

JS:

DH:

JS:

And the fact that we are also taking four (4) structures down in the city limits as well.
So, you talk about that cap 2 replace in the ordinance. That’s kind of where that comes

into play a little bit too.

We’re not trying to build a Las Vegas or anything crazy. We’re just, our place what we
had there like he said, for fifty (50) some years and we are losing boards on the Pike. We
want to be able to keep that advertising space whether it’s for businesses in this
community or whoever. That’s just kind of where we are at.

Close the hearing?
I think we can close the public hearing, yeah. Ah, so then we can

Well, let me give you a little history before we get into voting. I was, Applefest in the
90s, in charge the carnival in advertising. We went out and bought billboards that year.
We bumped our revenue up twenty percent (20%) because we attracted more traffic and
it was an advertising blurb sixty (60) days before the event the track thing so, I think they
have their place. I get it they’re, they look, they can get out of hand, but I think these
people actually need something like this more than we don’t need it. So, think if we take
them all away, you are hurting La Crescent and not helping it. That’s just me.

My comment is I totally disagree with that. First of all, Jerry and I are probably the only
remaining members of the board. Back, a few years back when the sign ordinance was a
long drawn out discussion for several meetings. I had to credit Patty for hanging in there.
She was the one that basically modeled the revised ordinance. I think she did a
tremendous job on it. And we tried to cover all of the various things that may come up in
the future and that’s why trying to get variances now changes all the stuff that was hashed
over for several, several hours and I am not in favor at all modifying or granting in this
variances and requests. In the end, I mean, we’ve got a new society. They don’t need,
put up billboards anymore. If it’s not on social media, Facebook, Twitter, whatever.
These younger kids, they don’t mention billboards. It’s junk out on the highway as far as
a lot of people feel. I mean, this whole society is changing. If they want to go
someplace, they just plug it into their iPhone or smartphone and drives you exactly to
your designation. Or they will do a Google search recommended La Crescent arca.

Bang. It will take you right to that site. You don’t need a billboard obstructing the
natural beauty of the marsh and that and cluttering up along the highway. It's a whole
new world out there.

We are talking about Truss Company right now. We are not talking about along the Pike,
and I get that. But we’re talking about sitting down there with the industrial site.

The Pike issue has all been solved. Those boards are all coming out. That’s what he’s
been talking about. He’s losing that revenue.

I'm talking about this one here he wants to get put in.
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DH:

JS:

DH:

JS:

ZS:

JS:

AS:

JS:

Yeah.

Fix it.

And that is what I am against.

Ok. Iam just saying. It’s next to the industrial site,

Tust to, can I comment? I am just going to respectfully disagree with you. Ah, business
do rely on billboards. Especially when they have certain, ah, say sales going on. You
say that somebody can plug in their phone and ok, they’re going to go eat at this
restaurant or they’re gonna to go this place, but if a business is running a special or if
they’re having some kind of sale going on, that’s not gonna to be on your Google map.
Chairperson, just to comment in the public hearing

I know public hearing

If you are going to allow them to comment you should

Unintelligible — multiple people talking

GH:

AS:

GH:

LK:

GH:

LK:

GH:

RS:

I have a question.
What’s your question?

For Larry, or Jason. If the Planning Commission, and I am not saying we should or
shouldn’t do either one. If the Planning Commission turns down the request, then the
company has the right to appeal to the Plan, to the Board, to the City Council, correct?

Correct. Within ten (10) days. They have to appeal from ten (10) days to appeal from
the decision.

To file it.
To appeal to the City Council.

To me this is an issue that I would, if they decide to appeal it, they should appeal it. Butl
can’t vote for it, because I think that it’s a public decision. It affects the public more than
some of the other decisions we make. And this one, to me, needs to be, if you appeal it
and if it goes to that maybe it won’t get appealed. Maybe you’ll get it voted for. But not
by me. Ah, that the City Council, the elected officials that happen to make the decision
of whether they want the billboard there. So, I'm going to make a motion that we deny

the request.

I’11 second it.
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JL:

AS:

SW:

LK:

SW:

GH:

RS:

AS:

JL:

GH:

Motion by Greg and Ryan, you seconded it.
Are there, Attorney Wieser do you have

What I would suggest before you act on that motion would be a couple things. One
would be to either, I can recite or at least acknowledge that the criteria for granting the
variance which is included in the packet. Which Mr. Kirch correctly summarizes a kind
of a two (2) fold task has been viewed by the Board of Adjustment. Essentially variances
can only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purpose and intent of
the ordinance, when they are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and then when if
you get past that point, they can only be approved when the applicant establishes that
they’re practical difficulties. And then practical difficulties is defined as a use that is
reasonable but not otherwise permitted by the zoning ordinance, the plight of a
landowner’s unique to the landowner and not created by the landowner, and the variance,
if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. And what Mr. Kirch and
Ludwigson we, there is a motion on page

6

6, thank you. And what you could consider doing if the motion was a motion to deny the
request, I would suggest that a finding be made that’s partially referenced on page 5, that
the variance request is not consistent with the several stated goals, stated goals,
objectives, strategies of the Comprehensive Plan found in the following sections. And
then it’s the natural systems, open space and recreational elements, goals, objectives and
strategies, transportation and mobility, and land use and community design. And then I
would maybe suggest citing that those items are specified in detail earlier in the report
there’s page cites, and section cites to those. And then just real briefly, Member
Haniful’s correct, this was adopted in 2012, this sign ordinance was adopted in 2012 I
think initially and what the city did at that time was, is essentially all existing signs where
inventoried, this one included. And what the ordinance provides is that basically there
would be allowed to stay, but if there were brought down due to forces beyond people’s
controls, there is actually a section about the technical requirements that they have to
satisfy which they are seeking the variance from. And so, I think while I may have recited
that as one finding, that one finding would satisfy a finding of inconsistency with the
Comprehensive Plan and inconsistency with the general intent of the ordinance.

I would add that to my motion.
I seconded it.

On the roll.

Greg.

Yes.
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RS:

DH:

JS:

JL:

DC:

JL:

AS:

Ryan.
Yes.
Dave H.
Yes.
Jerry.
No.

DC.

I’'m ano.
Mike.
Yes.
And Chairperson.

Yes.

And then I will read the note, upon approval or denial of variance requested by the Board
of Adjustment, an applicant or another grieved party may file an appeal in writing to the
City Council within ten (10) days of the decision. Otherwise, the decision by the Board

of Adjustment becomes final.
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIPTION

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF HOUSTON )

Jennifer C. Miller, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and states as follows:

1. I am an adult employee at Wieser Law Office, P.C., and am of sound mind and capable of
making this Affidavit.

2, In my position as Legal Assistant at Wieser Law Office, P.C, I perform administrative and
secretarial tasks including transcription.

3, 1 am not a relative, employee, attorney or counsel of the parties.

4. I transcribed the foregoing eight (8) pages to the best of my ability.

an/@/?/v%

Je 1fel Cﬂ{/hllel

Subscribed and sworn to before

me this 20th day% l 2022.

otary'y Pubhc

%y BRENDA L BEVER
"?s NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA
My Cormmission Explres Jan 31 2026
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LAMAR

1329 Interchange Place, La Crosse, Wi 54603

April 7, 2022

La Crescent City Council
315 Main Street
La Crescent, MN 55947

RE: Appeal of Variance Denial from Planning Commission

Dear City Council Members:

This letter of appeal is in regards to the decision of denial made by the City Planning Commission
regarding Lamar Advertising’s variance application to rebuild a sign structure that came down in 2021
due to a storm and act of God outside the control of the owner of the sign.

Lamar Advertising met with the City Building and Zoning Administrator, to discuss replacing the sign.
Lamar Advertising was told they were allowed to rebuild the structure as long as they met the
replacement requirements outlined in the city’s ordinance. Upon review of the requirements, it was
determined that Lamar would have to apply for variances in order to rebuild. A variance application was

submitted for the height and for spacing.

At the April 5% Planning Commission meeting, Community Development Director, Larry Kirch, outlined
the varlances Lamar needed, and recommended the committee deny Lamar the variances based on the
request not being consistent with the City’s comprehensive plan and not in harmony with the general
purpose and intent of the sign ordinance.

During the }neeting, some members of the committee voiced their personal opinions of the billboard
industry and how they do not like them, that they are an eye sore, and that nobody uses biltboards to
advertise anymore, because everyone now has access to smart phones and social media. These
personal feelings are not facts, and are far from the actual truth as to how much local businesses rely on
our product/service. Committee members did not discuss the variances that Lamar was seeking; they
only gave their personal feelings, which felt like an attack on our industry.

Lamar Advertising contends they were not given a fair review, and therefore requests an appeal of the
decision made by the committee, and be allowed to present their case in front of the elected council,

Thank you,

Zach Schoh, Real Estate Manager, Lamar Advertising of La Crosse,

A AL
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ORDINANCE NO. 531

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT REGULATING
SIGNS IN THE CITY

The City Council of the City of La Crescent, Houston County, Minnesota,
hereby ordains:

SECTION I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect and promote the public health, safety,
and welfare within the City by the establishment of comprehensive standards,
regulations and procedures governing the erection, use or display of devises
serving as visual communications media. Furthermore, enactment of the
ordinance will serve to preserve the residential character of residential
neighborhoods, to preserve order and cleanliness, to avoid the appearance of
clutter, to provide for necessary visual communication, to preserve and promote
a pleasant physical environment, to ensure that the constitutionally guaranteed
right of free speech is protected, to protect public and private property, and to
encourage safety upon the streets and highways within the City of La Crescent
by preserving the sight lines and reducing distractions to motorists.  Finally,
these rules and regulations are intended to support local businesses and to
enhance the appeal of this area to residents and visitors.

The City is located at the center of three National Scenic By Ways, between
bluffs, valleys and protected wetlands. These regulations are designed to
balance the need for signage with the impact of such signage on the environment
by establishing standards regarding the type, number, structure, size, location,
height, lighting and maintenance of all permitted outdoor signs and sign
structures.

SECTION II. APPLICABILITY

These provisions shall apply to and be binding upon all persons, firms,
corporations, associations, partnerships, governmental units and other entities,
whether in the capacity of owner, tenant, proprietor, manager, custodian,
guardian or agent of lands lying and being within the corporate limits of the City

of La Crescent.
SECTION II1I. DEFINITIONS

To the extent used in the administration and enforcement of this ordinance, the
language set forth in the text of this ordinance shall be interpreted in accordance

1

59



with the following definitions. Other words shall have their common meaning.
Words used in the present tense shall include the future; words used in the
singular shall include the plural and the plural includes the singular.

Awning ~ A structure attached to a permitted building, extending over and
designed to provide cover or shade for windows, entrances, exits or walkways,

Similar to an attached canopy.

Banner ~ A flexible material on which copy, or graphics may be displayed.
Billboard - See Off-Premises Advertising Sign.

Building - Any structure erected for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons,
animal, chattels or movable property of any kind.

Business - Any establishment, occupation, employment or enterprise wherein
merchandise is manufactured, exhibited or sold, or where services are offered for
compensation. v

Canopy - A roof-like structure either attached to or detached from a permitted
building, open on all sides, other than where attached; which is located over and
designed to provide cover for entrances, exits, walkways, and approved off-
street vehicle service areas.

Copy - Those letters, numerals, figures, symbols, logos and graphic elements
comprising the content or message of a sign, excluding numerals identifying a
street address only.

Dwelling - A building, or portion thereof, designed or used predominantly for
residential occupancy of a continued nature, including one-family dwellings,
two-family dwellings, and multiple family dwellings; but not including hotels,
motels, commercial boarding or rooming houses, tourist homes and trailers.
Establishment - Any of the following definjtions shall apply:

1. A distinct business entity situated in a single building;

2. A distinct business entity located in a structure attached to other
similar structures by common walls and ceilings or floors, or attached by means
of an enclosed arcade;

3. A distinct business entity contained within a single structure and not
separated by walls other physical barriers but made distinct due to its existence
as a single lease space and operation by separate entrepreneurs or by its
singularity of purpose (such as clothing sales, furniture sales, and so on) carried

on by a single or separate proprietor.
Fascia - A horizontal piece covering the joint between the top of a wall and the

projecting eaves.

Home Occupation - An occupation or enterprise conducted in a dwelling unit
that is located within a residential district. Such uses include professional offices,
photo or art studios, or similar uses.

Industry - An enterprise that involves the production, assembly, processing or
storage of materials, goods or products.
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Lot - A parcel or portion of land in a subdivision or plat of land separated from
other parcels or portions by description, as on a subdivision or record of survey
map or by metes and bounds for the purpose of sale or lease or separate use
thereof.
Lot Line - A property boundary line of any lot held in single or separate
ownership.
Off-Premise Adverlising Sign - A sign structure advertising an establishment,
merchandise, service or entertainment which is not sold, produced,
manufactured or furnished at the property on which the said sign is located, e.g.,
billboards or outdoor advertising.
Pennant - Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not
containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string,
usually in a series, designed to move in the wind. See also Sign, Animated.
Roof Line - The top edge of a peaked roof or, in the case of an extended fagade or
parapet, the uppermost point of said facade or parapet.
Setback - The minimum horizontal distance from a building, hedge, fence, wall
or structure to the street or lot line.
Sign - Any device visible from a public place that displays either commercial or
noncommercial messages by means of graphic presentation of alphabetic or
pictorial symbols or representations. Noncommercial flags or any flags
displayed from flagpoles or staffs will not be considered to be signs.
Sign, Animated. A sign employing actual motion, the illusion of motion, or light
and/or color changes achieved through mechanical, electrical, or electronic
means. Animated signs, which are differentiated from Electronic Message Center
or Dynamic signs as defined and regulated by this Code, include the following
types:
Environmentally Activated: Animated signs or devices motivated by wind,
thermal changes, or other natural environmental input. Includes spinners,
pinwheels, pennant strings, streamers and/ or other devices or displays that
respond to naturally occurring external motivation.
Mechanically Activated: Animated signs characterized by repetitive motion
and/ or rotation activated by a mechanical system powered by electric
motors or other mechanically induced means.
Electrically Activated: Animated signs producing the illusion of movement
by means of electronic, electrical, or electromechanical input and/or
illumination capable of simulating movement through employment of the
characteristics of one or both of the classifications noted below:
Flashing: Animated signs or animated portions of signs whose illumination
is characterized by a repetitive cycle in which the period of illumination is
either the same as or less than the period of non- illumination. For the
purposes of this ordinance, flashing will not be defined as occurring if the
cyclical period between on-off phases of illumination exceeds four (4)
seconds.
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Patterned Illusionary Movement: Animated signs or animated portions of
signs whose illumination is characterized by simulated movement through
alternate or sequential activation of various illuminated elements for the
purpose of producing repetitive light patterns designed to appear in some
form of constant motion.
Sign, Campaign - A temporary sign promoting the candidacy of a person
running for a governmental office or promoting a position on an issue to be
voted on at a governmental election.
Sipn, Canopy or Awning - An identification sign affixed to or printed upon the
visible surfaces of an attached or freestanding canopy, awning or marquee. Such
identification signage shall be considered a type of wall sign provided the
canopy, awning or marquee and the sign upon it meet the requirements set forth
in Section VL
Sign, Changeable Copy - A sign on which copy is changed manually in the field.
Such signs may be portable or permanently installed.
Sign, Directional - A sign, the primary function of which is to provide locational
directions.
Sign, Electronic Message Center (EMC) - An electrically activated changeable sign
whose variable message and/or graphic presentation capability can be
electronically programmed by computer from a remote location. Also known as
a Dynamic Sign. EMCs typically use light emitting diodes (LEDs) as a lighting
source.
Sign, Freestanding - A sign which is not affixed to any part of any building and
which is rather supported by upright braces or posts placed in the ground.
Sign, Gross Surface Area of - The area of a sign face or element (which is also the
sign area of a wall sign or other sign with only one face) shall be defined as the
area of the smallest square or rectangle that will encompass the extreme limits of
the writing, representation, emblem, or other display, together with any material
or color forming an integral section of the background of the display or used to
differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed.
Gross surface area of the sign does not include any supporting framework,
bracing or decorative fence or wall when such supporting device otherwise
meets the regulations of this Ordinance and is clearly incidental to the display
itself. Where the sign faces of a double-faced sign are parallel or the interior
angle formed by the faces is 45 degrees or less, only one display face shall be
counted in computing the sign area. If the two faces of a double-faced sign are of
unequal area, the area of the larger sign face shall be counted as the sign’s area.
In all other cases, the areas of all faces of a multi-faced sign shall be added
together to compute the area of the sign.
Sign, Height of - The height of a freestanding sign shall be calculated from the
point at which the signpost or posts meets or enters the ground, to the top of the
uppermost component of the sign structure.
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Sign, Identification - A sign, the primary function of which is to identify an
establishment located upon the premises where such sign is located, or to which
such sign is affixed. Signs identifying industrial establishments may secondarily
call attention to the products, goods or materials, which are produced, processed,
assembled, or stored, upon the premises.

Sjem, IMluminated - Any sign upon which artificial light is directed or which has
an interior light source.

Sign, Incidental - A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary
to the use of the lot on which it is located. Examples: “Entrance”, “Exit”, “No
Parking”, “No Trespassing”, “ATM”, etc. No sign with a commercial message
that is legible from a position off of the lot will be considered as incidental.

Sign, Noncommercial Opinion or Expression - A sign which does not advertise
products, goods, businesses or services and which expresses an opinion,
statement or point of view.

Sign, Portable - A sign mounted on a frame or chassis, designed to be easily
relocated, and not meant to be permanently affixed to buildings, poles or the
ground.

Sign, Projecting - A sign which is affixed to the wall of a building and which
extends outward from the building wall.

Sign, Roof - A sign erected or attached in whole or in part upon the roof of a
building, or a non-freestanding sign which projects above the roof line of the
building to which it is affixed.

Sign, Snipe ~ A temporary sign or poster affixed to a tree, fence, utility pole or
other vertical surface which is not intended to be a signboard.

Sign, Structure - The supports, uprights, bracing and framework for a sign
including the sign surface itself. In the case of a wall sign, the sign surface
constitutes the sign structure. In the case of a sign structure consisting of two or
more sides, where the interior angle formed between any of the sides exceeds 45
degrees each side shall be considered a separate sign structure.

Sign, Temporary - A sign or advertising display that is not embedded in the
ground or permanently mounted to a building or sign structure that is
permanently embedded in the ground. Rummage/garage sale signs and
retailers’ signs temporarily displayed for the purpose of informing the public of a
special event, grand opening, sale or special offer are examples of temporary
signs.

Sign, Wall or Fascia - A sign that is in any manner affixed to any exterior wall of
a building or structure and that projects not more than 18 inches from the
building or structure wall, including signs affixed to architectural projections
from a building provided the copy area of such signs remains on a parallel plane
to the face of the building facade or to the face or faces of the architectural
projections to which it is affixed.

Sign, Window - A sign installed inside a window and intended to be viewed
from the outside. Window graphics are to be considered window signs and are

5
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subject to the applicable standards. Signs propped in, or taped to, windows and
not permanently mounted, are considered to be temporary signs.

Spinner - Any device consisting of lightweight vanes that are designed to
revolve or attract attention in general. Also referred to as a pinwheel. See Signs,
Animated.

Streamer - Any fluttering or flexible material designed to move in the wind and
to attract attention. Usually made of a lightweight plastic, fabric or other
material and suspended in serial fashion from a rope, wire or string. See also

Signs, Animated.
Street Line - The common boundary line of a street right-of-way and abutting
property.

Use - the purpose or activity, for which the land or building thereon is designed,
arranged or intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained.

Wall Area ~ The square footage of the side of a building, including doors and
windows, taking into account only the first two stories. The fascia is considered
to be part of the wall. Each street frontage is considered separately when
determining whether or not size limitations are being met.

SECTION IV. GENERAL SIGN STANDARDS
General sign standards apply to all permitted and legal nonconforming signs.

A. Construction and Attachment - All signs in the City shall be designed
and constructed or affixed to buildings in such a manner as to comply
with the most current State of Minnesota building codes as they
pertain to signage. All electrical aspects thereof are to be consistent
with and as required by the State of Minnesota Electrical Code.

B. Maintenance - All:signs shall be maintained and repaired, as necessary,
to keep them in good repair. Any sign or sign structure which may be,
or may hereafter become rotted, unsafe or unsightly shall be repaired
or removed by the licensee, owner, or agent of the owner of the
property upon which the sign stands upon written notice of the
Building Official. Window graphics must-not become unsightly or
illegible. Chipped or peeling areas must be removed, repaired or
replaced.

C. Sign Area - The gross surface area of signs shall be no greater than as
specified herein (see Sections V and VI).

D. Sign Height - The height of the top edge of a freestanding sign shall
not exceed the limits as specified herein (Sections V and VI).
Furthermore, the height of the lowest edge of a projecting sign shall be
no lower than as specified herein (Sections V and VI).

E. Setbacks - All signs shall be setback on the front, rear and side yards as
stated in Section VI. At the discretion of the Building Official, setbacks

6
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in any district may be increased at intersections or other areas where
signs may obstruct vehicular sight lines.
. Iumination - All illuminated signs shall have a shielded light source
and concealed wiring and conduit and shall not interfere with traffic
signalization. The beam of light shall not shine directly upon any part
of a residence or into the street. No revolving beams or beacons shall
be used. Signs with light sources or reflective qualities of such
brightness that constitute a hazard or nuisance as determined by the
building official are prohibited.

. Electronic Message Centers - All EMC signs shall comply with the

following special requirements:

a. Such signs may be used only to advertise activities and events
conducted on the premises or activities and events off premises if
the off premises activities and events being advertised are taking
place on a contiguous lot. The signs may also be used to present
time, date, temperature, or information concerning civic events.

b. Signs may have multiple static displays or segmented messages,
subject to all of the following restrictions:

i. Each change of message shall be accomplished in one (1)
second or less.

ii. Bach message shall remain in a fixed position for at least
eight (8) seconds.

iii. Fade or dissolve techniques employed during transition may
not have the appearance of moving text or images.

c. Brightness: not to exceed .3 foot-candles above ambient light. Such
measurements are to be taken using a foot-candle meter at an
appropriate distance, depending on sign area, from the sign. (See
table below.) Signs shall be equipped with automatic dimmer
controls to automatically adjust brightness in correlation with
ambient light conditions.

d. The following display features and functions are prohibited:
continuous scrolling and/or traveling, flashing, spinning, rotating,
and similar moving effects, and all dynamic frame effects or
patterhs of illusory movement or simulating movement. Full
motion video or film display via an electronic file imported into the
EMC software or streamed in real time into the EMC is also
prohibited.

e. Signs must be equipped with a feature that will turn off the display
if the sign malfunctions.

f. EMC signage must be placed at least 50 feet from a residential lot
line.

g. Brightness Measurement Table:
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10 32 55 74
15 39 60 77
20 45 65 81
25 50 70 84
30 55 75 87
35 59 80 89
40 63 85 92
45 67 90 95
50 71 95 97
55 74 100 100

H. Placement of Signs - No sign shall obscure any traffic-control signal

from the vision of any motorist in a moving traffic lane or be placed
within 150 feet of such signal. Signs shall not be attached to public
utility poles, fences or other vertical surfaces, which are not intended
to be signboards. No signs shall be placed within the public right-of-
way, nor shall any sign obstruct access to fire escapes of required
windows, doors, exits or standpipes. Signs erected or affixed on roofs
are prohibited, as are wall signs that project more than 12 inches above
the building soffit or eave height. Signs and/or logos shall not be
painted directly upon any natural surface such as rocks or trees, nor
shall any signs be painted directly on the roof or walls of a building.
Content of Signs - Except for traffic signs and legal notices, no sign
visible from the street shall use words, phrases, symbols or characters
with the intent of simulating a public safety warning or traffic sign.
No signs shall contain images, profanity.or other language that is
considered to be obscene or offensive to the general public.

Sign Labeling - Every freestanding on- or off-premises sign structure
erected in the City shall have noted, in a conspicuous place thereon,
the name of the firm that manufactured the sign and the permit
number. Wall, window and awning or fascia signs are exempt from
this requirement.

MNDOT Compliance - If approval from MNDOT (Minnesota
Department of Transportation) is required, evidence of such approval
must be submitted as part of the City of La Crescent sign permit
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application. MNDOT approval does not supersede or in any way
replace City approval that in all cases will still be required.

SECTION V. ALLOWED SIGNS - No Permit Required

The following types of signs do not require a permit as long as they comply with
the general sign standards set forth in Section IV. Some additional restrictions

may apply and are herein described.

A.

Governmental Signs - Signs erected by the City or other governmental
agency (school district) identifying and/or informing residents and
visitors of the location of municipal and other public buildings, as well
as signs advertising the City. The square footage and height of any
such sign shall not exceed the dimensions outlined for signage in the
Central Business District, and all relevant setback requirements for the
district shall be followed.

House/Name/Address Signs - Identification signs, clearly displaying
street addresses of properties, not to exceed 2 square feet in area for
each dwelling unit. For the benefit of emergency and delivery
personnel, house numbers must be written in numeric symbols of at
least 4” in height. The numbers must be placed in such a way as to be
clearly visible from the street. The best location is on the home itself.
Legal Notices - Legal notices, danger and other such temporary,
emergency or non-advertising signs as may be approved by the City
Building Official.

Noncommercial Opinion or Expression Signs - One sign is allowed on
any property, with the consent of the property owner; provided that.it
is not an illuminated sign, it does not exceed 4 square feet, it is erected
and maintained in accordance with General Sign Standards (Section
IV), and it is not otherwise prohibited by City Ordinances.
Religious/Patriotic Signs - Decorations connected with civic, patriotic
or religious holidays.

Incidental Signs - Incidental signs, provided that they are limited to
less than 4 square feet in area.

Outdoor Product Price Signs - Such signs are allowed provided that
they are contained in a freestanding low profile (less than 4 feet in
height) display, and each sign is no larger than 1 square foot in area.
This applies only to products displayed for sale or dispensed outdoors.

. Temporary Signs - Temporary signs are allowed as follows:

a. Garage or Rummage Sale Signs - Garage or rummage sale signs
are allowed on the day of the sale only and must be removed
within 24 hours of the conclusion of the sale. The signs may be
placed on the premises of the sale or on other privately-owned

9
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property with the permission of the property owner. No signs
shall be affixed to utility poles, traffic signs or other vertical
surfaces in the public right of way.

. Construction Signs - Contractor signs are allowed on any
property where a building permit has been issued. The sign
area of such signs shall not exceed 16 square feet in the
aggregate for single residential lots and 30 square feet in the
aggregate for multiple residential lots or a residential
subdivision. Signs shall be removed upon building completion.
. Political Signs - Portable and freestanding campaign signs of
any size are allowed pursuant to MN Statutes Chapter 211B.045
from the period August 1 through 10 days after the election.
Freestanding campaign signs may be installed only upon
private property with the permission of the property owner
who shall be responsible for removal thereof. The candidate or
his agents shall be held responsible for any improperly placed
or otherwise illegal campaign signs. ‘

. Portable Signs - Portable signs are allowed for up to twenty (20)
days in one location provided they: are less than 36 square feet
on each face; are placed on private property; do not obstruct the
view of motorists; are either not externally illuminated or, if
internally illuminated, are not operated between the hours of 10
PM and 6 AM; and comply with all other parameters of the sign
ordinance.

. Real Estate Signs - Temporary freestanding or wall signs for the
purpose of selling or leasing individual lots or entire buildings;
provided that such signs shall not exceed 9 square feet in area
for single residential lots and 32 square feet in area for multiple
residential lots, residential subdivisions or commercial and
industrial property. Only one such freestanding or wall sign is
permitted for each property. The sign must be removed within
10 days following the lease or sale. Temporary freestanding off-
site real estate signs announcing an “open house” or similar
activity for the purpose of showing or displaying a home for
sale are permitted provided that: the off-site sign is located on
privately-owned residential property and there is no objection
to the display of the sign on the part of that property owner, the
off-site sign is displayed only during the time of the “open
house” or showing, and the size of the off-site sign does not
exceed 6 square feet in area.

Sidewalk Signs - One sidewalk sign per business location is
allowed in all but residential districts. Sidewalk signs must not
exceed 6 square feet in area, may not take up more than one
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quarter of the sidewalk area and must be made of weatherproof
material. A sidewalk sign may only be displayed during
normal working hours of the business being advertised.

g. Special Promotion, Event and Grand Opening Signs - Signs,
streamers, pennants or banners temporarily displayed to
advertise special promotions, sales, events and grand openings
shall be permitted for nonresidential uses in a residential
district, and in all commercial and industrial districts subject to
the following limitations:

i. Such signs shall be permitted only on the premises of the
event, sale or grand opening.

ii. Any sign remaining for an uninterrupted period of more
than 60 days, or erected more than 2 times per year, shall
be considered a permanent sign, and will require a
permit.  Businesses with frequent promotions are
encouraged to use permanently installed changeable
copy signs.

iii. The total area of all such signs shall not exceed 4 square
feet in any residential district, and 20 square feet in the
central business, commercial or industrial districts.

iv. All such signs or banners shall be securely fastened to
walls, to the ground or to other fixed surfaces so that
they remain in place, in good repair, for the duration of
the event, sale or promotion. Temporary window signs
are permitted if they are fastened to, or set against, the
interior of the window.

h. Seasonal lighting and/or displays.

1. Traffic Signs - All official traffic signs legally erected by, pursuant to
and consistent with Federal Highway regulations and the laws and
regulations of the State of Minnesota and/ or the City of La Crescent.

SECTION VI. ALLOWED SIGNS - Permit Required

The following types of signs must comply with the General Sign Standards
outlined above as well as the restrictions outlined below and require a permit
from the City. See SECTION X. Permit Process.  Electronic Message Center
(Dynamic) signage is allowed only in the Commercial/ Industrial District.

A.  Central Business District
1. Freestanding Signs - One on-premise freestanding sign per
building, provided that said sign does not exceed 48 square feet in
area for a single tenant building or 60 square feet in area for a
multiple tenant building. Signs shall not exceed 15 feet in height.
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Posts or anchoring mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on
public property. Front, rear and side back setback requirements for
the District must be followed when positioning sign. Posts or
anchoring mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on public
property.

. Wall or Fascia Signs - Wall signs are permitted on each street
frontage provided that the area of all signage on each street or alley
frontage does not exceed 25 percent of the wall area. This
limitation is to be applied individually to each street frontage.
Additionally, wall signs not exceeding 10 percent of said wall are
permitted on each building frontage abutting a public parking lot
accommodating 25 or more cars providing that all land abutting all
sides of the parking lot is either public right-of-way or
commercially zoned property.

. Projecting Signs - A projecting sign may not exceed 20 square feet
in area, nor may it project more than 6 feet out from the wall to
which it is affixed. No projecting sign shall extend beyond the curb
line of any public street or right-of-way. Projecting signs must
maintain a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign and
the finished grade of 8.5 feet.

. Window Signs - Window signs are permitted provided that the
area of the signage does not exceed 25 percent of the window area;
and that the total area of all window, wall and fascia signage on the
same street frontage does not exceed 25 percent of the wall area.
Windowpanes on entrance doors may not have more than 25% of
the gross surface area of the glass pane covered by signage in order
to avoid obstructing the view of persons entering and exiting the
building.

. Canopy or Awning Signs - Canopy or awhning signs shall not
exceed 75 percent of the exterior, viewable surfaces of the canopy
or awning. In the case of a canopy or awning that is attached to the
building, the area of canopy/awning signage, together with the
area of all wall, window and fascia signage on the same street
frontage, shall not exceed 25 percent of the wall area.

. Off-Premises Signs — Off premise or billboard signs shall only be
allowed in the Central Business District on a modified “cap and
replace” bases as defined in VI(B)(6).

Commercial and Industrial Districts

. Freestanding Signs - One on-premises freestanding sign’ per
building is permitted provided said sign does not exceed 150
square feet in area, 25 feet in height, and is not placed closer than 10
feet from any street right-of-way. The freestanding sign described

12
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herein may contain off-premises advertising if the freestanding sign
complies with the requirements of this provision and the off
premises establishment advertised is located on a lot that is
immediately adjacent to the lot on which the freestanding sign is
located. Front, rear and side back setback requirements for the
District must be followed when positioning sign. Posts or
anchoring mechanisms for the sign shall not be located on public
property.

2. Projecting Signs - Projecting signs are allowed when the sign is to
be attached to a building that has a setback of 10 feet or less from
the street right-of~way. Such projecting signs shall not overhang
the right-of-way. A projecting sign may not exceed 24 square feet
in area and must maintain a minimum clearance between the
bottom of the sign and the finished grade of 8.5 feet.

3. Wall or Fascia Signs - Wall signs are permitted on each street or
alley frontage provided said signs do not exceed 25 percent of the
wall area. This limitation is to be applied individually to each
street frontage. Additionally, wall signs not exceeding 10 percent
of said wall area are permitted on each building frontage abutting a
public parking lot accommodating 25 or more cars providing that
all land abutting all sides of the parking lot is either public right-of-
way or commercially zoned property.

4. Window Signs - Window signs are permitted provided that the
area of the signage does not exceed 25 percent of the window area;
and that the total area of all window, wall and fascia signage on the
same street frontage does not exceed 25 percent of the wall area.
Windowpanes on entrance doors may not have more than 25% of
the gross surface area of the glass pane covered by signage in order
to avoid obstructing the view of persons entering and exiting the
building.

5. Canopy or Awning Signs - Canopy or awning signs shall not
exceed 75 percent of the exterior, viewable surfaces of the canopy
or awning. In the case of a canopy or awning that is attached to the
building, the area of canopy/awning signage, together with the
area of all wall, window and fascia signage on the same street

tage, shallnote wall area.

6. Off-Premises Signs ~ Other than Paragraph B(1) above, off premise
or billboard signs shall only be allowed on a modified “cap and
replace” basis.

a. Capitation - As of the date of the adoption of this ordinance, a
complete inventory of existing off-premise signs shall be
prepared. The inventory shall contain information pertaining to
the size, height, location, ownership and permit number of the

13
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sign. All inventoried signs may remain in place, as legal non-
conforming signs, for as long as they are properly maintained
and utilized (Section VIII). No additional signs are allowed.
The inventoried signs may not be altered in such a manner as to
enhance their size, to raise their height or to change their
Jocation.

. Replacement - Inventoried signs may be replaced at the end of
their useful lives, or earlier if destroyed by circumstances out of
the control of the owner of the sign. (All replacement signs must
meet the sign requirements outlined in Section VI. B. 6. ¢. below.,
Any signs which are allowed to fall into disrepair, or which
carry no commercial or public service message for more than 6
continuous months will be considered abandoned. Abandoned
signs are a nuisance, must be removed pursuant to Section X
under this Ordinance and will not be eligible for replacement.

. Requirements for Replacement Signs - All replacement signs
must meet the following requirements, as well as any
requirements set forth in regulations promulgated by State or
Federal governmental agencies.

1. Location ~
a. Highway 14/61 (the Pike) from 1,400 feet west of

Twilite Street east to the City limits, on the south side of

the roadway.
b. Highway 14/61 from Houston County 6 north to the

o e

. Height - Maximum height is 20 feet above the centﬂnQ

f the adja roact vay-

3. Size - Maximum sign area is 300 square feet per facing,
not to exceed two facings. Double-sided signs shall be
attached back to back. Signs connected at one edge, with
the two faces forming an interior angle of 30 degrees or
less shall be considered to be back to back.

4. Spacing - 300 linear feet from any other such sign on
eithei}sid’e'}?:_fT__ﬂwstreef_ggqggﬂgm. Not closer than 300
finear feet from the intersection of two or more streets or
‘highways as measured from the centerlines of the
roadway intersection.

5. Identification - All billboard signs shall have noted on

their face the name of the firm, which manufactured the

sign, and the sign permit number.
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C. Residential
1. Home Occupations and Special Home Occupations - One wall

sign per dwelling, the maximum size to be 2 square feet.
Standard house numbers used to identify the property are not
considered to be home occupation signs.

2. Multiple Family Dwellings - One wall or freestanding
identification sign per building not to exceed 10 square feet in
area. Freestanding sign must not exceed 5 feet in height nor be
placed within 10 feet of any right-of-way.

3. Churches or other Conditional Use Buildings - One wall or
freestanding sign per building. Height and size restrictions
shall be as outlined for signs in the Central Business District.

SECTION VII. PROHIBITED SIGNS
The following types of signs are prohibited within the City of La Crescent.

A. Animated Signs. Such signage is prohibited except as allowed for under
“Temporary Signs” section 152.21 (H).

B. Portable Signs. Such signage is prohibited except as allowed for under
“Temporary Signs” section 152.21 (H). Signs painted on a commercial
vehicle, if that vehicle is parked at a commercial premise or utilized in
such a manner as to obviously and primarily constitute a static display
advertising a business, product or service to the public, shall also be
considered to be portable signs.

C. Signs that violate general sign standards with regard to construction,
maintenance, size, setbacks, illumination, obsolescence, placement,
content and labeling. (See Section IV.)

D. All other signs not expressly permitted by this ordinance.

SECTION VIII. NONCONFORMING USES

Any sign legally existing and covered by a proper sign permit at the time of the
enactment of these code provisions, but not conforming to the provisions hereof,
is eligible for characterization as a legal nonconforming sign. It may remain,
provided it is maintained according to the requirements set forth in the general
sign standards, except for the following: it may not be expanded, raised in
height or replaced, it may not be repaired or rebuilt if more than 50% of the
structure is destroyed, and it may not again be used if use thereof is discontinued

or abandoned for a continuous period of 6 months.

If a legal nonconforming sign is not maintained in good repair, the Building
Official shall notify the owner thereof and order him to repair the sign within a

15

73



specified time, not less than 30 calendar days. If the necessary repairs are not
completed within the time specified, the Building Official shall notify the owner
of the sign and the owner of the real property on which said sign is located that
the sign must be removed from the property. See Section X.

If the Building Official finds that the sign has deteriorated to a point where it is
valued at less than 50% of its replacement value, the Building Official shall notify
the owner of the sign and the owner of the real property on which said sign is
located that the sign must be removed from the property. See Section X.

SECTION IX. REMOVAL OF SIGNS

Signs that do not conform to the sign ordinance, and which lack a regular or
conditional sign permit, may be ordered to be removed. Any sign in the City
which must be removed pursuant to any of the foregoing provisions, shall be
taken down and removed by the owner, agent or person having the beneficial
use of the building, structure or lot upon which such sign is located. Such
removal shall be effected within 30 days after written notification is received
from the Building Official ordering such removal. Upon failure by any such
owner, agent or person to comply with such notice within the timed specified in
such removal order, the Building Official with the prior authorization and
direction of the City Council shall cause the removal of such sign. Any expense
incident to such sign removal together with all expenses incident thereto
including legal expense incurred by the City shall be paid by the owner of the
land whereon the building, structure or property to which the sign is attached.
The total expenses thereof, if not paid upon due demand, shall be certified by the
City Clerk to the Houston County Auditor for payment as a special assessment
against the land whereon such sign or structure was located. The owner of the
property from which the sign is removed shall be presumed to be the owner of
all signs thereon for purpose of implementation of the foregoing assessment

procedure.

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prevent the earlier or immediate
removal, under the same provisions, of nonconforming signs which by reason of
their lack of appropriate maintenance, hazardous location or some other reason
are deemed by the Building Official of the City of La Crescent to be dilapidated,
dangerous or in violation of the herein incorporated rules and regulations of
some other authority having appropriate jurisdiction other than the City of La

Crescent.
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SECTION X. PERMIT PROCESS

If a sign requiring a sign permit under this Ordinance is to be placed, constructed
or modified on a site, the owner or agent of the site shall secure a sign permit
prior to the construction, placement, erection or structural modification of such
sign. The process is outlined as follows.

A. Permit Application and Fee: Permits shall be applied for on forms
approved by the City Council, obtainable at the office of the City Building
Official. FEach application for a permit shall be accompanied by the
required sign permit fee and must provide the following information:

1. Name, address, telephone number and status of the applicant. The
applicant must be the owner or agent of the building, structure or
land to which or upon which the sign is to be placed or installed.

2. Location of building, structure or lot to which or upon which the
sign or other advertising structure is to be attached or erected.

3. Dimensions of the proposed signage: area, height, and clearance
over sidewalks. Dimensions of the building to which the sign will
be attached, if applicable.

Information relative to illumination of signage.

Details about the placement of the sign in relation to nearby

structures or roadways.

i. Bvidence of MNDOT approval if required.

6. Construction details to the extent requested by the City Building

Official.

i. Two blueprints or ink drawings of the plans or specifications
and method of construction and attachment to the building
or in the ground.

ii. A copy of stress sheets and calculations showing the
structure is designed for dead load and wind pressure in any
direction in the amount required by this and all other laws
and code provisions of the City.

Name of person, firm, corporation or association erecting the sign.

Such other additional information as the Building Official shall

require in order to determine compliance with this Ordinance and

other applicable code provisions of the City.

G

® N

B. Review and Approval: Upon receipt of a complete application and fee,
the Building Official shall review same and within 10 days shall either
approve the application and issue the permit or shall deny the permit if
the sign fails to comply in any respect to applicable standards of this
Ordinance. In the case of a rejection, the Building Official shall identify
those sections of this Ordinance with which the sign is inconsistent.
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C. Lapse of Approval: If an approved sign has not been erected or put into
place within 6 months of the issuance of the permit, the permit shall lapse

and be of no further effect.

SECTION XI. VARIANCES

A variance is a modification or relaxation of the provisions of this Ordinance and
may be granted in instances where it is determined that by reason of special and
unusual circumstances unique to the individual property under consideration,
strict enforcement of the sign ordinance would cause undue hardship, or that
strict conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance would be unreasonable
and granting a variance would be in keeping with the spirit and intent of the
Ordinance. “Undue hardship” in connection with the granting of a variance
means that the property in question cannot be reasonably used unless
regulations otherwise applicable are modified and that the hardship is due to
circumstances unique to the property and not created by the landowner. (The
variance, if granted, shall not alter the essential character of the locality, nor shall
it be materially detrimental to the property owners in the vicinity. FEconomic
considerations alone shall not constitute an undue hardship if reasonable use for
the property exists. Applications for variances under the Sign Ordinance shall
be made in a manner consistent with the rules for applying for variances under

the Zoning Ordinances.
SECTION XII. ADMINISTRATION and ENFORCEMENT

Violations of the provisions of this ordinance are misdemeanors and upon
conviction thereof are punishable in accordance with the laws of the State of
Minnesota. The City may, at its discretion, charge violations of this ordinance as
petty misdemeanors in which case punishment upon conviction shall be in
accordance with the laws of the State of Minnesota for petty misdemeanors. The
City may institute actions in equity or at law to enjoin or abate violations and
each day a violation exists constitutes a separate offense. All violations of this
ordinance are nuisances and prosecutable as such and/or subject to injunction or

abatement in an appropriate civil action.

The Building Official or any such other official as may be designated by City
Council Resolution is vested with the authority to enforce the provisions of this
ordinance. Institution of enforcement as misdemeanor or petty misdemeanor
shall not preclude subsequent actions at law or in equity.
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SECTION XIII. CONFLICTING REGULATION - SEVERABILITY

Any other regulation of the City of La Crescent, conflicting with the regulations
hereinbefore contained, are hereby, to that extent, repealed. In the event other
regulations are consistent herewith, but one or the other more restrictive, the
more restrictive shall control. In the event any provision hereof is declared
invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, all other provisions of this
ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION XIV. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective upon its due passage and enactment and
publication according to law.

SECTION XX. REPEAL

Ordinance No. 497, an Ordinance.providing for the regulation of signs in the
City of La Crescent dated August 10, 2015 is hereby repealed upon this
Ordinance becoming effective.

Passed and enacted this 25 day of March, 2019.

APPROVED:
Mayor
ATTEST:
City Administrator
19
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word "structure"; the word "used" shall include "arranged, designed, constructed, altered,
converted, rented, leased" or "intended to be used"; the "may" is permissive; and the
word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary. The masculine gender includes the
feminine and neuter genders.

Subd. 2. DEFINITIONS REFERENCED. Definitions used in this ordinance are included
in Section 12.55.

12.04 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

Subd. 1. PUBLIC HEARINGS. A public hearing is required for the following
applications: zoning text and map amendment, Conditional Use Permits, amendments and
revocations; Preliminary Plats; Minor Subdivisions, Planned Unit Developments
(PUD’s), Interim Use Permits, amendments and revocations and vacations of public right
of way or drainage easement. A notice of the time, place, and purpose of the hearing
shall be published in the official newspaper of La Crescent at least ten days prior to the
day of the hearing. When a public hearing involves changes in district boundaries or is a
required hearing for a zoning permit, a similar notice shall be mailed at least ten days
before the day of the hearing to each owner of affected property and property situated
wholly or partly within 350 feet of the property to which the hearing relates. For the
purpose of giving mailed notice, the Building Official may use the appropriate records to
determine the names and addresses of owners. A copy of the notice and a list of the
owners and addresses to which the notice was sent shall be attested to by the Building
Official and shall be made a part of the records of the proceedings. The failure to give
mailed notice to individual property owners shall not negate the proceedings of such
hearing provided a bona fide attempt to comply with these procedures has been made. All
applicants shall provide the list of the owners and addresses secured from the Houston
County Recorder to which the notice is to be sent.

Subd. 2. PUBLIC MEETINGS. Where, in the administration of this ordinance, a public
meeting is required, said meeting shall occur at a regularly scheduled meeting of the
meeting body or at a special meeting only after public notification of said special meeting

by public posting.

Subd. 3. TEXT AMENDMENTS AND DISTRICT CHANGES. Whenever the public
necessity to maintain the integrity of this ordinance requires it, the City Council may, by
ordinance, amend the text of this ordinance or change the district boundaries shown on
the Zoning Map. Such changes shall be made only after the Planning Commission has
held a public hearing and made a recommendation to the City Council. A notice of the
time, place and purpose of the hearing shall be published in the official newspaper of the
municipality at least ten days prior to the day of the hearing. When an amendment
involves changes in district boundaries affecting an area of five acres or less, a similar
notice shall be mailed at least ten days before the day of the hearing to each owner of
affected property and property situated wholly or partly within 350 feet of the property to
which the amendment relates. For the purpose of giving mailed notice, the Building
Official for mailing the notice may use any appropriate records to determine the names
and addresses of owners. A copy of the notice and a list of the owners and addresses to
which the notice was sent shall be attested to by the Building Official and shall be made a
part of the records of the proceedings. The failure to give mailed notice to individual
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property owners, or defects in the notice, shall not invalidate the proceedings, provided a
bona fide attempt to comply with this subdivision has been made.

Subd. 4. INITIATING CHANGES. Text amendments or district boundary changes may
be initiated by either the City Council or Planning Commission. In addition, district
boundary changes may be initiated by petition by any property owner within the
boundary change area. Property owner petitions shall be submitted to the Building
Official three weeks (21 days) prior to the Planning Commission meeting at which the
petition is to be heard. The property owner petition for change shall include a legal
description of the propetrty to be changed, a description of the existing and intended use
of the property lines of the change area and adjacent properties, and the required filing
fee. Approval of a request shall require passage by a majority vote of the entire City
Council, except an amendment changing a district from residential to commercial or
industrial shall require a two-thirds majority vote of all members.

Subd. 5. DEADLINE FOR ACTIONS. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 15.99, a
written request for zoning action shall be approved or denied within sixty (60) days of the
receipt of a complete application with the following considerations:

Failure to act within this time frame approves the request.
Any denial must state in writing the reasons for the denial.

The City has fifteen (15) business days after the receipt of any part of the application to
inform the applicant in writing that the application is missing a required element.

If an application is amended, the sixty (60) day period begins again upon receipt of a
complete amended application.

The City may extend the review period by up to sixty (60) days if it provides the
applicant written notice of and the reasons for the extension prior to the end of the initial

sixty (60) day period.
12.05 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Subd. 1, ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall be the
City Council.

Subd. 2. ACTIONS. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall act upon all questions as they
may arise in the administration of this Ordinance, including the interpretation of zoning
maps, and it shall hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement,
decision, or determination made by an administrative official charged with enforcing this
Ordinance. Such appeal may be taken by any person, firm or corporation aggrieved or by
any officer, department, board or bureau of a town, municipality, county or state.

Subd. 3. APPEALS. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Planning Commission
or the Building Official regarding the administration of this Title may appeal to the
Zoning Board of Appeals (City Council). All appeals hereunder must be filed in writing
within 10 days of the decision, by filing with the Building Official a written notice of
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appeal and including a statement of the alleged errors or omissions of the Planning
Commission or city official.

If a decision of the Planning Commission is being appealed, the Building Official shall
forthwith transmit to the Zoning Board of Appeals all the papers constituting the record
upon which the action appealed from was taken. If a decision of the Building Official is
being appealed, the Building Official shall first transmit to the Planning Commission all
the papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken so that
it can make a recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the
Building Official certifies to the Zoning Board of Appeals, after the notice of appeal has
been filed with it, that by reason of the facts stated in the certificate a stay would, in his
opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for hearing appeals, give public
notice, consistent with 12.04 for public meetings, and due notice to the parties in interest,
and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing any party may appear in
person or by agent or by attorney. ‘

The Zoning Board of Appeals may, in conformity with the provisions of this section,
reverse or affirm, in whole or in part, or modify the order, requirement, decision or
determine appealed from and may make such order, requirement, decision or
determination, as may be appropriate under the circumstances, and to that end shall have

all the powers of the Building Official.

Subd. 4. HEARINGS. Hearings of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be held within such
time and upon such notice to interested parties as is provided for in State Statutes. The
Board shall, within 60 days of such hearing, make its order upon the appellant or
petitioner by mail. The reasons for the Board's decision shall be stated. Any party may
appear at the hearing in person or by agent or attorney.

Subd. 5. JUDICIAL REVIEW. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Zoning
Board of Appeals may present to the District Court a verified petition setting forth that
the decision or action is illegal, in whole or in part, and specifying the grounds of the
illegality. Such petition shall be presented to the court within 10 days after the decision is
filed in the office of the Zoning Board of Appeals. The petitioner must exhaust the
remedies provided in this section before availing of the right to petition a court as

provided by this section.

12.06 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS
Subd. 1. PERMIT REQUIRED., It shall be unlawful to use any structure or land for any
purpose requiring a conditional use permit in the zoning district in which the property is
located without first obtaining a conditional use permit from the city. Where applicable, a

building permit shall also be obtained from the city.

Subd. 2. CHANGES IN PERMITS. Any change involving structural alterations,
enlargement, intensification of use, or similar change not specifically permitted by the
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CRITERIA FOR GRANTING VARIANCE

Zoning Ordinance states the following:

A variance is a modification or variation of the provision of this zoning code as applied to
a specific piece of property.

Subd. 2.

A. Variances shall only be permitted

1. when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the
ordinance, and

2. when the variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan.

B. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that
there are practical difficulties in complying with the zoning ordinance,

Subd. 3. “Practical difficulties,” as used in connection with the granting of a variance,
means that

1. The property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not
permitted by the zoning ordinance;

2. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not
created by the landowner; and

3. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.
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Goals, Objectives, Strategies

.

Goals & Objectives
eeoo600e0 .
Goal 1 Goal 3

Natural features and ecosystems in the La Crescent
area will be conserved and restored.

Objectives

1.1. Local waterway health will improve through
enhanced management of both urban and rural
stormwater runoff,

1.2, Blufftops overlooking and visible from La
Crescent and the approaching highways
will be permanently protected from further
development.

1.3, Existing residential development on blufftops
and hillsides in and around the City will be
obscured by mature trees.

Goal 2

Public access to and recreational use of parks,
blufflands and waterways will be expanded and
improved in the La Crescent area.

Objectives
2.1. There will be more hiking and biking trails and
users in the bluffs around La Crescent.

2.2. There will be more access points to the wetlands
north and south of the pike, and more non-
motorized users enjoying those areas.

2.3.Public access improvements to natural areas
will be designed to prevent or repair ecosystem
damage and will be long-lasting with minimal
maintenance requirements.

2.4. Downtown La Crescent will serve as a trailhead
for a system of regional hiking, biking and
boating trails.

2.5, Businesses tied to recreation uses will locate and
thrive in La Crescent.

2.6, La Crescent parks will be highly utilized.

2.7.Parks and trails in the region will be clearly
identified and easy to find and navigate.

2.8. As access to natural areas increases, there will
continue to be wild and secluded places with
limited human visitation.

2.9, Scenic views of the bluffs and wetlands will be
enhanced through the removal of billboards.

.
La Crescent, Minneséta

La Crescent will be recognized as a leader in
environmental stewardship and natural resource
conservation.

Objectives
3.1. La Crescent will continue to be recognized as a
leader in urban forestry.

3.2. There will be both public and private investments
in renewable energy and energy efficiency
that reduce local use of and reliance on non-
renewable fossil fuels.

3.3.Residents, local businesses, and peer
communities will learn about and be influenced
by the City's efforts to manage and mitigate it's
impacts on the natural environment through the
GreenStep Program.

Goal 4

There will be recreational opportunities for all ages
and abilities, in support of the health and well-being
of our community.

Objectives

4.1, City parks will include features accesible by
wheelchair and/or by visitors with limited
mobility.

4.2.The City’s recreation programming will offer
activities for residents of all ages and abilities.



Goals, Objectives, Strategies

Goals & Objectives

(21 X 1-1-X-1

Goal

La Crescent provides a safe, efficient, multi-modal
and well-maintained transportation network that
balances the needs of all users.

Objectives

1.

. R
La Crescent, Minnesota™

Traffic growth, and corresponding facility
improvements, will be managed in balance with
cost, pedestrian, bicycle and neighborhood
impact considerations.

Biking and watking in La Crescent will be safe,
enjoyable and efficient, especially in regards to
providing safe routes to schools.

Create a well connected and safe regional trail
system.

Alternatives to single occupancy vehicle trips
will increase as a percentage of all transportation
trips within the City and to/from the rest of the
La Crosse-La Crescent metro area.

Roadways will be designed, maintained and
reconstructed to méet the needs of all users
and to correspond to the needs and demands
of surrounding land uses within a hierarchical
system of functional classification.

Improvements to collector and arterial streets
within La Crescent will continue to meet
interstate and intrastate travel needs in balance
with impacts to City neighborhoods.

Local transportation facilities and investments
will be coordinated with regional facilities and
investments.

Transportation corridors and gateways will be
aesthetically attractive and enhance the image
of the community.

Strategies

0660000

1.

Implement the recommendations contained
in the 2013 City of La Crescent Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan and future updates to that plan
(attached as Appendix D). The City will review the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (Appendix D) when
updating the City's Capital Improvement Plan
and during annual City budgeting discussions to
incorporate pedestrian and bicycle improvement
projects as may be reasonably addressed given
budget constraints.

Gaps and safety deficiencies in the City's existing
sidewalk and bicycle infrastructure will be
systematically addressed through new facility
construction.  This will include both bike/ped
improvement that run parallel to vehicle lanes
(sidewalks, bike lanes, “sharrow” markings) and
safety improvements for crossing vehicle lanes
(crosswalks, curb bumpouts).

Improve street crossings withimproved crosswalk
markings, signs/signals, and/or curb bumpouts
at the following high-priority locations as soon
as possible;

«  Around the schools

«  7th Street at Frank J. Kistler Memorial Park

> TH 14/61 at 2nd St. (requires collaboration
with MnDOT)

Budget every year for maintenance of effective
crosswalk and bike lane street markings.

Complete a grade separated pedestrian and
bicycle access across MN16/TH61 to improve
access to the marsh and Mississippi River from
the downtown area.

Follow Complete Streets principles, and amend
theCompleteStreetspolicytoaddresscommunity
health more broadly, including provisions for
street trees and stormwater management.
This means that every transportation project,
including County or State projects in the City, will
make the street network safer and healthier for
everyone that uses the street in any way.
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Goals, Objectives, Strategies

Strategies

200060600 -

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The City encourages other adjacent local
governments to consider requiring independent
traffic impact analysis before approving potential
developments that would significantly increase
traffic on roadways through La Crescent to
better understand potential impacts from new
development and potential mitigation efforts.

When considering new development proposals
the City will consider potential impacts to roadway
traffic counts, accelerated maintenance needs/
costs, public safety, and neighborhood impacts.
The City should investigate opportunities to
require developers to provide additional funds
for long-term maintenance needs as part of the
approval of new development or annexation
proposals,

Where appropriate, the City may designate weight
restrictions or access restrictions to protect local
streets and improve traffic flow and public safety
for all users.

The City will work with La Crescent - Hokah
School District to promote Safe Routes to School
via education, evaluation and engineering,
enforcement and encouragement (i.e. the “Five
E's”). High priority strategies include:

«  Painting/marking crosswalks,

+ Adding pedestrian crossing
intersections,

+  Adding more volunteer crossing guards,

«  Establishing a higher police presence before
and after school.

signs near

The City will work with representatives from the
Federal agencies, Department of Transportation,
La Crosse Area Planning Committee, railroad
companies, and surrounding Counties to raise
awareness of local concerns when State and
County highways or railroads in the area are
slated for improvement. The City will inform
the community about regional and state

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

transportation projects and will encourage
public involvement in regional transportation
facility improvement planning. Enhancing safety
of existing rail road facilities is an area of special
concern.

Work with State and County agencies to provide
scenicoverlooks along their roadways to enhance
regional tourism and recreation,

Work with State and County agencies to explore
the possibility of extending 7th Street to MN 16/
South Chestnut Street to alleviate thru traffic in
town and to complete a cost-benefit analysis
of this potential facility, including impacts
to adjacent property owners and the natural
environment.

Workwith Houston County toaddress theneedfor
bike lanes and pedestrian safety improvements
along all County roads through the City, including
CSAH 6 and CSAH 25, ensuring safe routes for
bikers and walkers in neighborhoods that rely
upon those roads for access to the central part
of the City.

Work with State and County agencies to maintain
aesthetically pleasing transportation corridors
and gateway entrances which reflect the
community’s charm and vision. This may include
enhanced landscaping, artistic enhancements,
clean-up of trash and debris, decorative lighting,
improved community signage and removal of
billboards.

Advocate with MnDOT to complete the
realignment of Shore Acres Road where it meets
14/61, in support of redevelopment of the
adjacent commercial area,

N ’ :
La Crescent, Minneséta

d
=



Land Use & Community Design [P

Goals & Objectives

00000060

Goal 1

La Crescent will see modest growth in population
and property value, with only limited geographic
expansion.

Objectives

1.1. Increase the frequency of successful infill and
redevelopment projects that add value and
increase the use of existing City parcels.

1.2. Developable land in La Crescent Township
deemed feasible for eventual sewer and water
extension will be reserved for future urban use.

1.3.Investment in housing will emphasize the
attraction of families with children to live in La
Crescent.

1.4. Investments in school facilities will be integrated
and coordinated with neighborhood planning, to
support both educational needs and community
vitality.

1.5.If the La Crescent-Hokah Elementary School is
relocated from its current location on South Oak
Street, the existing site will be redeveloped for
housing, with an emphasis on formats desirable
to families.

Goal 2

New development and redevelopment will maintain
the City’s small-town character and establish a
reputation for environmental stewardship and
investment in public health.

Objectives

2.1. New development will be compact, to use land
and infrastructure efficiently, but it will generally
not be tall, meaning typically four stories or less.

2.2.The use of on-site stormwater management
techniques will increase, especially including
natural filtration and infiltration of stormwater
runoff,

2.3.The use of sustainable building materials, energy
efficient construction and sustainable energy
systems will increase.

2.4, There will be no new development on blufftops
within or visible from La Crescent.

2.5.New development and uses will not diminish the
quality of the air we breathe or the water we drink.

2.6. Parklandand/oramenitieswill continuetoexpand,
at least commensurate with neighborhood and
population growth.

Goal 3

Properties along the State and Federal highway
corridors will be improved and redeveloped.

Objectives

3.1.Buildings will be improved or replaced with
higher-quality materials and design.

3.2. Outdoor storage uses on these prominent sites
will relocate and/or have improved screening.

3.3. Billboards will be removed.

3.4. There will be reinvestment in, or redevelopment
of the mobile home parks, based on discussion
with residents and property owners about their
housing needs and interests, Redevelopment to
another use that optimizes the highway exposure
would be coupled with development of other
housing that fits those residents’ needs.

3.5.Encourage redevelopment of land between S.
Oak St.and TH 16.

A

La Crescent, Minnesota
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April 8th, 2022
Via U.S. Mail & Email
% My. Zach Schoh Howarth Family Living Trust - % Linda
Lamar Advertising of La Crosse (Fairway Bangston
Funding LLC) 1165 S Archers Way
1329 Interchange Place Nekoosa, WI 54457
La Crosse, WI 54603 (952) 913-0258
zschoh@lamar.com linda.bangston{@bankoe.com
Dear Applicant:

On February 23rd, 2022 the City of La Crescent (“City™) received your completed application |
for multiple variances for your property located at 504 Sycamore Street, La Crescent, Minnesota. ;

The City hereby notifies you that it is extending the time period for City action under Minn. Stat.
§ 15.99 subd. (3)(f). The initial 60-day time would expire on April 24, 2022. The time period is
extended to June 23, 2022.

The reason for the ex’gension is to allow the city adequate time to review, process and prepare for
your requested appeal of the variance requests,

Singerely,

QU \L\)zfpkr\‘.V\

Shawn Wetterlin ‘
City of La Crescent Building Official :

cc:  Bill Waller, City Administrator (via email)
Jason Ludwigson, City Sustainability Coordinator (via email)
Larry Kirch (via email)

CITY OF LA CRESCENT
315 Main Street

PO, BOX 142
La Crescent, MN 55947

. . . P: (507) 895-2595
Growmg from River to Rldge cityoflacrescent-mngov




CITY OF LA CRESCENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
APPEAL OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the City Council acting as the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of
La Crescent, Minnesota will hold a public meeting at the La Crescent City Hall, 315 Main Street,
in said City on Wednesday, May 11", 2022 at 5:30 P.M. to consider an appeal of the Board of
Adjustment. The public meeting purpose is to consider an appea] of the denial of a variance

request(s) to replace an off-premise advertising sign.

The appeal concerns certain premises situated in said City described as follows, to wit:

more commonly identified as 504 Sycamore Street.
All persons having an interest in the matter will be given the opportunity to be heard with

reference thereto.

Dated: April 27%, 2022
By order of the City Zoning Office

Jason Ludwigson
Sustainability Coordinator
P. 0. Box 142

La Crescent, MN 55947
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. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING NOTICE

The undersigned, being the duly appointed, qualified City
Building/Zoning Official of the City of La Crescent, Houston County,
Minnesota, hereby certifies that on the 27th day of April 2022 he posted a
copy of the attached Notice at the following posting places in the City of
La Crescent.

La Crescent City Hall
Merchants Bank
United States Post Office

This certification is made and executed pursuant to the requirements

.of Section 412.851, Minnesota General Statutes, as amended.

Dated at La Crescent, Minnesota, on this 27th day of April 2022.

O ngw
v Jason Ludwigson
Sustainability Coordinator

Subscribed and sworn to me this 27th day of April 2022.

ﬂwy// O/ﬁ(y’%//?/ )

otary

N\ ANGELA J BOETTCHER

: NOTARY PUBLIC

SN MINNESOTA
5 My Commlsslon Explres Jan, 31, 2026 B
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WEST SALEM, W 54669 NEKOGSA, WI 54457

LA CRESCENT, MN 55947

SO0 LINE RAILROAD COMPANY, 7TH FLt
120 6TH ST S
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402




Supplemental Information
Received May 4, 2022



1329 Interchange Place, La Crosse, W1 54603

April 7, 2022

La Crescent City Council
315 Main Street
La Crescent, MN 55947

RE: Appeal of Variance Denial from Planning Commission

Dear City Council Members:

This letter of appeal is in regards to the decision of denial made by the City Planning Commission
regarding Lamar Advertising’s variance application to rebuild a sign structure that came down in 2021
due to a storm and act of God outside the control of the owner of the sign.

Lamar Advertising met with the City Building and Zoning Administrator, to discuss replacing the sign.
Lamar Advertising was told they were allowed to rebuild the structure as long as they met the
replacement requirements outlined in the city’s ordinance. Upon review of the requirements, it was
determined that Lamar would have to apply for variances in order to rebuild. A variance application was

submitted for the height and for spacing.

At the April 5% Planning Commission meeting, Community Development Director, Larry Kirch, outlined
the variances Lamar needed, and recommended the committee deny Lamar the variances based on the
request not being consistent with the City’s comprehensive plan and not in harmony with the general
purpose and intent of the sign ordinance.

During the meeting, some members of the committee voiced their personal opinions of the billboard
industry and how they do not like them, that they are an eye sore, and that nobody uses biltboards to
advertise anymore, because everyone now has access to smart phones and social media. These
personal feelings are not facts, and are far from the actual truth as to how much local businesses rely on
our product/service. Committee members did not discuss the variances that Lamar was seeking; they
only gave their personal feelings, which felt like an attack on our industry.

Lamar Advertising contends they were not given a fair review, and therefore requests an appeal of the
decision made by the committee, and be allowed to present their case in front of the elected council.

Thank you,

Zach Schoh, Real Estate Manager, Lamar Advertising of La Crosse.
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La Crescent, MN — Rebuild of Billboard
La Crescent City Council — Special Meeting May, 11" 5:30pm

Sign Application and Variance Application
o Billboard #7014 came down in late fall of 2021 due to storm — act of God
o Replace with new billboard that is smaller (10x30 each face), single steel monopole

City Ordinance #417 — Signs in the City
o SECTION VI Allowed Signs — Permit Required
= #6 Off-Premise Signs are allowed on “Cap and Replace” basis
= Losing 4 signs on the Pike per US Fish and Wildlife federal laws and regulations

No Residential homes affected, replacing a sign that has been there since 1977

0Old sign was approx. 960 square feet total, new design would only be 600 sq. feet total, with a
max height of 23 feet from adjacent roadway (Sycamore St.) — Seeking 3 ft. height variance

Meet all requirements, except height and spacing — variances applied for, and denied by
Planning Commissions.
o Planning Commissions members did not even discuss the variances, they only gave their
personal opinions (not facts) of billboards.
o Comprehensive plan contradicts the Ordinance and signs that are allowed.

Neighboring property (Truss Company) to the south — Information letter sent, no dispute or
arguments against.

Improvements — One, single steel monopole that is structurally sound (can withstand hurricane
winds), shorter in overall height and size, cat walk for operations team to perform maintenance

tasks safely.

Met with Shawn Wetterlin and Bill Waller to discuss the situation at hand

Facts:

o More and more demand for advertising in La Crescent, but space is limited.

o More drivers on the road now than the previous two years with Covid.

o 83% of drivers look at Billboards — Minnesota hands-free state.

o Lamar wants a positive relationship with the City of La Crescent — Lamar of La Crosse is a
small plant— 15 employees total, 3 of which live in La Crescent and are members of the
community,

o Local businesses should have the choice of how they advertise to promote their
business,

o Most importantly — Many local businesses support Lamar Advertising and having
billboards in the community to help promote their goods and services, which in turn
provides the City of La Crescent with more tax revenue.
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Lamar Advertising has been in business for more than 120 years, and helps local businesses
reach broad audiences every day. Advertising on billboards is a great way for local businesses to reach
moré people faster and cheaper than any other mass matketing media. Currently, 83% of drivers say
that they look at billboards while driving or commuting. Lamar Advertising is PRO business, and
provides a service/product that is proven to help businesses, especially local, small business like the

ones in the community of La Cresgent.

By signing this, we (as small business owners) support the idea of having billboards in our
community to not only help us, but to bring more tax dollars to our community. We de NOT feel that
billboards are a nuisance to our community, and feel that having a billboard in our industrial district

does not dirminish the scenic beauty of our town.
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Zach Schoh <zschoh@lamar.com

jupport in La Crescent

‘heryl Dutton <cdutton@altra.org>
0: Zach Schoh <zschoh@lamar.com>

Hi Zach,

Mon, May 2, 2022 at 11:10 Al

I was out of the office on Friday and am just catching up. Yes, | do know you through the Olson's! Altra can support the rebuild of

the structure. Here Is a statement you can use with my title, Good luck!

“Altra Federal Credit Union is in support of having billboards In the La Crescent community. Billboards help us create brand

awareness ahd drive traffic fo our local office.”

Let me know if you need anything else.

q 1:|: Cheryl Dutton
Foderal CN:CE:,Q’ SVP, Chief Marketing Officer

1700 Oak Forest Dr. | Onalaska, Wi 54650

p: 608,779.3082 | 800.755,0055 ext. 3082

e: cdutton@altra.org

 flinjo]o)|

Great Place to Work® Certified Organization

Put Altra in your mobile wallel. Purchase with privacy and securily. learn more about moblle wallet.

From: Zach Schoh <zschoh@lamar.com>
Sent: Monday, May 2, 2022 10:50 AM -
Tor Cheryl Dutton <cdutton@altra.org>
Subject: [External] Support in La Crescent

Important: External email.

[Quoted text hidden} 94
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Cindy Gerke & Associates Is in support of Lamar Advertising in La Crescent, MN. Blllboards are very
beneficial to local businesses,

Focaride L, R S ount
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TO: Honorable Mayor and City Coupei ers
FROM: Bill Waller, City Administrator J

DATE: May 6, 2022

RE: Valuation Appeal —705 12" Court North

Attached for review and consideration by the City Council is the City Engineer’s drainage review of 12t
Court North. Over the years the City has done routine maintenance in this area, and in 2022 the City will
complete the work recommended by the City Engineer.

The City Council has the discretion to adjacent this particular market value. My only comment for the
City Council to consider is that there are numerous properties in the community that have some sort of
stormwater infrastructure adjacent to or near their property.

CITY OF LA CRESCENT
315 Main Street

P.O.BOX 142
Lla Crescent, MN 55947

' P: (507) 895-2595
Growmg from River to Rldge cityoflacrescent-mn.gov
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""" englneers + planners + land surveyors

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bill Waller, City Administrator
FROM: Tim Hruska, P.E.
DATE: May 5, 2022

RE: North 12" Court Drainage

Per City Council direction, we have reviewed the drainage up the hill from 705 North 12" Court
with City Staff on May 4, 2022. The drainage swale appears to be channelizing the flow coming
from Elm Street (CSAH 29) to the dry pond located along the southerly property line as it has
since it was constructed. There is erosion/channelization of the hillside. This should be
monitored. There are a few areas that have accumulated sediment in the swale (photo 1). The
dry pond has also accumulated some sediment. It is recommended that the City remove the
sediment from the channel and dry pond. The pond bottom should be lowered to match the drain
hole inlets on the existing outlet structure (photo 2). We reviewed this in the field with Staff. Lawn
refuse and tree debris should not be placed in or near the existing basin (photo 3). These items
could move during a rain event and block the outlet structure.

We recommend that the

\

Photo 1 — Drainage swale

Page 1 of 2
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Photo 3 — Lawn debris
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HOUSTON COUNTY ASSESSOR Valuation Notice 2023

304 South Marshall St 2022 Values for Taxes Payable in
2:;';‘02"?:. e Property tax notices are delivered
507.725-5801 on the following schedule:
assessor@co.houston.mn.us Valuatmn and Classification NO[(GB _
Class RES HMSTD
Step Es!im:é:d Market Value. $523, 420
J— 1  Taxable Market\lalue. $523,400
*26°*G50*0, 7335 34" ** " AUTOS-DIGIT 55927
;{ggﬁH B & CARRIE L MYHRE

(A CRESGENT MN 55947-6405

Step Proposed Taxes Notice

2023 Proposed Tax: Coming November 2022

Go paperless next year!

eNoticesOnline.com. i
Register at cesOnline. Authorization Code: HOU-K7MF86NH Step Prol pe rty Tax Statement

Taxpayer ID: 000011601 3 ist Half T
st Hall laxes:
Property ID: R25.1993.000 2nd Half Taxes: Coming March 2023
Total Taxes Due in 2023:
g e;_‘g;q!'“;m Range-004 APPLE BLOSSOM ACRES Lot-016 H
e U ol #2239“5902: defajiocl o The time to appeal or question your
CLASSIFICATION or VALUATION is

NOW!

It will be too late when proposed laxes are sent.

- Y
Taxes Payable in 2022 Taxes Payable in 2023
Property Classification(s) and Values (2021 Assessment) (2022 Assessment)

The assessor has determined your properly’s classification(s) to be: How to Respond
RES HMSTD RES HMSTD

O %;‘qkﬁ?utn:ﬂ:.“&“;n’:ﬂt If you believe your valuation and
T e R property class are corect, it is not

necessary to contact your assessor or
The assessor has estimated your properly's market value fo be: attend any listed meetings.

Estimated Market Value (EMV): $388,800 $523,400
Ifthe property informationis notcormect,

v you disagree with the values, or have
$0 other questions about this notice,
%0 please contact your assessor first
at 507-725-5801 to discuss any
questions or concerns. Often your
issues can be resolved at this level,
| If your questions or concerns are not

| resolved, more formal appeal options
| are available.

Several factors can reduce the amount that is subject to tax:
Green Aores tiue Defen'al

Please read the back of this notice
for important information about the
formal appeal process.

33N

APRIL 25, 2022 5:30 P.M. JUNE 14, 2022 6:00 PM
LA CRESCENT COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMISSIONER'S ROOM
COURTHOUSE

YOU MUST FIRST APPEAL TO THE LOCAL BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION BEFORE YOU
CAN APPEAL TO THE COUNTY BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION.
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