
 
 

 

AUGUST 2ND, 2022 - 5:30 P.M. 

LA CRESCENT CITY HALL 

315 MAIN STREET  

 

 

Agenda 

 

 

1. Call To Order  

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Roll Call  

4. Approval of July 5th, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

5. Review Draft Zoning Code Text Amendment Changes Electric Vehicles 

6. Review of Park and Recreation plan  

7. Review action planning section comprehensive plan 

8. Review of Downtown plan  

9. Planning commission related updates from planning commission appointed city council 

member  

10. Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of La Crescent 
Planning Commission 

Meeting Notice 



TO:       Planning Commission Members 

             Honorable Mayor and City Council members 

FROM:  Jason Ludwigson, Sustainability Coordinator 

DATE:    July 6th 2022 

RE:         Meeting Minutes from July 5th 2022 

 

 

The Planning Commission met at 5:30 p.m., on Tuesday, July 5th 2022 in the City Council Chambers at 

City Hall. The Chair asked that the roll be called. The following members were present:  Ryan Stotts, 

Annie Stoecklein, Dave Hanifl, Greg Husmann, Michael Welch, and Jerry Steffes. City Sustainability 

Coordinator, Jason Ludwigson, Economic Development Coordinator, Larry Kirch. Cherryl Jostad called in 

to excuse her absence. Dave Coleman did not call in to excuse his absence.  

 

1.The meeting was called to order by Chair Stoecklein. Members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Greg Husmann made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 1st, 2022 meeting. Motion was 

seconded by Ryan Stotts.  

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustainability Coordinator, all members present voted in 

favor accepting the minutes. 

Stoecklein – Yes 

Stotts – Yes 

Steffes – Yes 

Hanifl – Yes 

Husmann – Yes 

Welch - Yes 

3. At 5:33 a public hearing was held for consideration of a proposed text amendment allowing 3/12 

standing seam metal roof panels. Larry Kirch reviewed the staff report for the proposed text 

amendment. It was noted that the proposed variance was consistent comprehensive plan as the 

comprehensive plan does not specify information about roofing. Mike Sexauer addressed the planning 

commission with his reasons for asking for the text amendment. Mike noted that this text amendment 



would only apply to standing seam metal roofing. Discussion of Jerry Steffes raised a concern about roof 

systems and waterproofing under a standing seam roof. The planning commission members discussed 

the state building code for roofing.  

Dave Hanifil made a motion to approve the text amendment to allow for 3/12 roof pitch for metal 

standing seam roof panels with high temperature ice and water underlayment. Motion was seconded by 

Greg Husmann. 

Upon a roll call vote, taken and tallied by the Sustainability Coordinator, all members present voted in 

favor of granting the text amendment.  

Stoecklein – Yes 

Stotts – Yes 

Steffes – Yes 

Hanifl – Yes 

Husmann – Yes 

Welch - Yes 

 

 

4. The planning commission discussed the following items; an annual workplan for the planning 

commission and council updates from planning commission appointed city council member. Members 

asked that staff bring back a list of items from the comprehensive plan’s action plan section for the 

planning commission to review. The members also asked that a review of the downtown plan be added 

to the next meeting agenda. Lastly members reviewed the purpose and scope of the council updates 

from planning commission appointed city council member. Members agreed by consensus to narrow 

the scope of the council updates to items that directly relate to the planning commission. 

6. The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



TO: Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Sustainability Coordinator, Jason Ludwigson  

 

DATE: 07/16/2022 

 

RE: Updated background EV-ready zoning language 

 

 

 

Background: 

Cities that lead on vehicle electrification policy enjoy significant benefits, including greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions reductions, improvements in public health, savings on fuel and maintenance costs, job 

and economic growth, energy security, and more. Global EV sales have grown from 450,000 in 2015 to 

6.5 million in 2021. EV sales are also projected to increase while battery prices decrease and more 

models become available, according to the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  

 

Currently the City of La Crescent does not have any language in the city zoning ordinance for EV charging 

infrastructure. The Green Steps committee reviewed the zoning ordinance language presented to the 

planning commission the June 7th meeting. The Green Steps committee recommended changing the 

language in the draft ordinance to clarify the requirements to not include installation of the physical EV 

charger, just the electrical components (breaker, wire, and outlet) for a future EV charger. The following 

illustration shows three options for requiring electric vehicle charging supply equipment. 



 

 

The ordinance language proposed for La Crescent is based upon nationwide best practices and peer city 

examples from the following cities.  

▪ Saint Paul, MN (311,527) 

▪ Duluth, MN (85,618) 

▪ Golden Valley, MN (21,755) 

▪ St. Louis Park, MN (50,010) 

▪ Lakeville, MN (69,490) 

▪ Oakdale, MN (28,022) 

▪ Auburn Hills, MI (24,360) 

▪ Chelan, WA (4,222) 

▪ Des Moines, WA (32,888) 

▪ Methuen, MA (53,059) 

▪ Middletown, CT (47,717) 

▪ Mountlake Terrace, WA (21,420) 

▪ Richfield, MN (36,994) 

▪ Aspen, CO (7,004) 



▪ Fayetteville, AR (93,949) 

▪ Salt Lake City, UT (199,723) 

 

Relationship to comprehensive plan: 

Comp Plan 

Community Vision Statement 

“The City of La Crescent is an exceptional place to live and raise a family. Citizens and City officials 
advocate for balanced growth, with high regard for health, safety and environmental stewardship. “ 

▪ Superior environmental performance – efforts with public and private development toward 

energy efficiency, renewable energy systems, reduced stormwater pollution, etc. 

▪ New construction should be innovative and consistent with “green” design principals. 

▪ The City will continue to demonstrate progressive policies and actions that appeal to young 

professionals, including support for sustainable energy and environmental stewardship. 

▪ Natural Systems, Open Spaces and Recreation Vision Statement Our community in 2035... The 

City of La Crescent is known not only for its exceptional driftless landscape, but also its 

commitments to clean air, clean water and environmental stewardship. 

▪ There will be both public and private investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency 

that reduce local use of and reliance on non-renewable fossil fuels 

▪ Maintain participation in and implement best practices encouraged by the Minnesota Green 

Step program, which La Crescent joined in 2015. 

▪ Community Facilities and Services Vision Statement Our community in 2035... The City of La 

Crescent works to meet the community facility and service needs of all residents equitably. 

Facilities and services adapt to changes in technologies to improve levels of service, reduce costs 

and achieve more sustainable operations 

▪ The use of sustainable building materials, energy efficient construction and sustainable energy 

systems will increase. 

▪ Residents, local businesses, and peer communities will learn about and be influenced by the 

City’s efforts to manage and mitigate it’s impacts on the natural environment through the Green 
Step Program 

▪ New developments should consider how impacts to the natural environment, energy systems 

and public health can be mitigated through new technologies (such as greywater recycling 

systems), sustainable site and building design practices. 

▪ 42% strongly agree and 33% agree that La Crescent should become a leader in green practices 

and ecological stewardship. 



 

Relationship to Minnesota Green Steps Cities Program, Partners in Energy Plan, and Carbon-Neutral 

Energy Resolution: 

 

Minnesota Green Steps Cities Program 

Best Practice Action 3 

Adopt a sustainable building policy for private buildings; include the SB 2030 energy standard; adopt 

language governing new development projects that: 

a. Receive city financial support, and/or 

b. Require city regulatory approval (planned unit development, conditional use permit, rezoning, 

variance). 

 

Adopted policy for projects receiving financial support; list negotiation points or required green 

building elements/framework (e.g., minimum energy efficiency performance above state energy 

code; electric vehicle charging facilities). 

Best Practice Action 7 

Customize a model sustainable building renovation policy that includes the SB 2030 energy standard and 

adopt the language to govern private renovation projects that: 

a. Receive city financial support, and/or 

b. Require city regulatory approval (conditional use permits, rezonings, variances, PUD status). 



 

Adopt policy beyond the state building code for residential, and/or commercial, industrial 

building renovations and require that buildings receiving city financial support meet the policy; 

note incentives/requirements for EV chargers. 

Best Practice Action 5 

Adopt climate mitigation and/or energy independence goals and objectives in the 

comprehensive plan or in a separate policy document, and include transportation 

recommendations such as becoming an EV-ready city. 

 

Best Practice Action 4 

Adopt development policies for large-format developments, zoning for auto-oriented 

commercial districts at the sub-urban edge and/or in tightly defined and smaller urban 

development corridors/nodes that have some bike/walk/transit access. 

 

Adopt zoning language that defines auto-oriented land uses and limits such a zoning district t

the sub-urban edge; adopt a size cap; require decommissioning in the zoning district or with t

development agreement for vacant big box developments; plan for at least 1 EV charging 

station. 

Best Practice Action 5 

Install, assist with and promote publicly available EV charging stations or public fueling stations 

for alternative fuel vehicles.  

 

Best Practice Action 3 

Require, build or facilitate at least four sustainability attributes in a business/industrial park 

project: 

a. Shared parking/access, electric vehicle charging for 3% of parking and/or synchronized 

with solar generation  

 

 

 

 

Partners in Energy Plan: 

▪ Community Vision La Crescent’s Energy Action Plan is a collaborative effort that supports the 
City’s leadership toward a carbon-free future. Our plan provides actionable steps to reduce La 



Crescent’s energy footprint, save on energy costs for residents and businesses, and work 

together with the community to recognize and adopt healthy and sustainable energy practices. 

▪ Focus Area: Electric Vehicles Targets By 2022, we will strive to engage the following community 

members on the topic of electric vehicles:  

o Engage 400 community members on the topic  

o By 2030, we will strive to meet the following electric vehicle targets:  

o 350 registered vehicles in the area  

o 10 local public charging stations  

o 3 completed fleet studies. 

 

Carbon-Neutral Energy Resolution: 

To meet the goal of 100 percent carbon-neutral energy the city will aspire to:  

▪ Meet 100 percent of its municipal electric energy needs from carbon-free energy sources by 

2030.  

▪ Meet 100 percent of the community's electric energy needs from carbon-neutral energy 

resources by 2035.  

▪ Achieve net-zero emissions of communitywide energy use by 2050.  

▪ City officials and city staff will consider all municipal decisions in light of whether they will bring 

the city and its residents, businesses, and institutions closer to 100 percent carbon-neutral 

energy generation and use. 

 

Background: 

La Crescent’s proposed EV ordinance language includes a requirement for multifamily and non-

residential uses to install electric vehicle charging infrastructure (EV Ready). Electric vehicle charging 

infrastructure three levels. Level-1 (L1) is considered slow charging. The voltage level for L1 chargers is 

between zero and 120 volts, and chargers can use a standard household outlet. L1 chargers usually start 

at around $150 for basic models. Level-2 (L2) is considered medium speed charging. The voltage level for 

L2 charging infrastructure is between 120 and 240 volts. L2 chargers can cost between $300 and $2,000 

depending on features. Level-3 (L3) charging is considered fast or rapid. The voltage for L3 chargers - 

sometimes called DC chargers - is greater than 240 volts. L3 chargers are the most expensive and usually 

cost around $10,000, but can cost up to $40,000 for “super-fast” models.  

 

Section 12.10 General Provisions 

Add Subd. 19. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 

A. EVCS are permitted accessory structures in all zoning districts subject to the 

following requirements. 



 

B. EVSE Make Ready Standards 

 

Property Use  Electric vehicle charging 

infrastructure (EV Ready)  

Additional Requirements 

Residential 

uses with up to 

3 units 

▪ One energized 

outlet (240v outlet, 

32-amp service) in 

enclosed parking 

spaces  

N/A 

Residential 

uses with 4 to 

14 units 

▪ 10% of enclosed 

parking spaces 

require an 

energized outlet 

(120v with 20-amp 

service) 

▪ 2 spaces require L2 

energized outlets 

(240v with 30-amp 

service)   

▪ L3 energized 

outlets are 

encouraged, but 

not required  

At least one ADA space must 

have access to energized 

outlets 

 

Residential 

uses with 15 

or more units 

▪ 10% of enclosed 

parking spaces 

require L1 EV ready 

charging 

infrastructure   

▪ 20% of spaces 

require L2 

energized outlets 

(240v with 30-amp 

service) 

▪ All remaining 

enclosed spaces 

are required to 

have an energized 

outlet (120v, with 

20-amp service) 

▪ L3 energized 

outlets are 

encouraged, but 

At least one ADA space must 

have access to energized 

outlets 

 



not required  

Non-

residential 

uses with up 

to 20 spaces 

▪ One space with a 

L2 energized outlet 

(240v with 30-amp 

service)  

▪ 10% percent 

require L2 or L3 EV-

ready spaces 

▪ L3 energized 

outlets are 

encouraged, but 

not required  

At least two ADA spaces 

must have access to 

energized outlets 

Non-

residential 

uses with 21 

or more off-

street parking 

spaces 

▪ 5% percent of 

parking spaces with 

L2 or L3 EV require 

L2 energized 

outlets (240v with 

30-amp service) 

▪ 20% percent 

require L2 

energized outlets 

(240v with 30-amp 

service) 

▪ At least one L3 

energized outlet 

At least two ADA spaces 

must have access to 

energized outlets 

 

C. EVCS cords shall be retractable or have a place to hang the connector and cord sufficiently above the 

pedestrian surface as to minimize tripping hazards; 

D. Any cords connecting the charger to a vehicle shall be configured so that they do not cross a 

driveway, sidewalk, accessibility routes, or passenger unloading area; 

E. In order to proactively plan for and accommodate the anticipated future growth in market demand 

for electric vehicles it is strongly encouraged, but not required, that all new and expanded development 

parking areas consider adding the electrical infrastructure necessary to support the future installation of 

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations. This may include increasing electrical panel capacity, the installation 

of conduit or raceway, or other actions. Installing the infrastructure necessary for Electric Vehicle 

Charging Stations during construction is significantly more cost effective than retrofitting parking areas 

to be EV-ready; 

F. EVCS shall be posted with signage indicating the space is reserved for electric vehicle charging 

purposes; 



G. EVCS shall provide a phone number or other contact information on the equipment to report 

problems; 

H. EVCS shall have adequate lighting available for ease of night time use; 

I. EVCS equipment shall be protected by a curb, wheel stops, or concrete filled bollards; 

J. EVCS installers shall consider the following best practices for considerations of individuals protected 

under The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) until such time as there is national standard for ADA 

requirements for EVCS; 

K. Accessible EVCS shall count toward the minimum number of accessible car and van parking spaces 

required in a parking facility; 

L. EVCS shall be located so they are accessible for a person in a wheelchair on an access aisle, and the 

EVCS should not encroach on the access aisle; 

M. Reach range and turning radius requirements from ADA are good standards for accessing the 

equipment; 

N. Bollards and wheel stops should (shall) not obstruct the use of the charging station; 

O. Charging equipment may be shared between accessible EVCS and regular EVCS; 

P. It is recommended that at least one accessible EVCS be included when installing multiple EVCS. If 

installing only one EVCS, strong consideration should be given to making it accessible; 

Q. Allows for a 5% reduction of minimum required parking for the installation of EV chargers above and 

beyond requirements, at a ratio of one L2 or L3 charger to one parking spot; 

R. New off-street parking areas will need to comply with the EV charger requirements and if an existing 

parking area is physically expanded, any added parking areas will need to meet ratios for minimum EV 

charging requirements as well 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TO: Planning Commission Members 

FROM: Jason Ludwigson, Sustainability Coordinator 

DATE: July 26th 2022 

RE: Review of plans 

 

A copy of the plans and planning documents for the park and recreation plan, action planning section of 

the comprehensive plan, and the downtown plan are included in the packet.  

 

The park and recreation plan has been under development for the last year. That planning has involved 

various public meetings, site visits, surveys, input by the park and recreation commission, staff review, 

and work by the consultants from MSA. The park and recreation commission has reviewed the final draft 

of the plan and recommended its adoption by the city council. 

 

The action planning section of the comprehensive plan specifies a role for the planning commission for 

various projects. Please note that the responsible party’s section has some additional handwritten 
parties where they were not included on the original plan. We have asked the consultant with MSA to 

revise these to ensure each action has a responsible party. Note that target years for each of these 

actions are included. Those are meant to be a guide, not a hard deadline.  

 

Lastly the downtown plan is included. An important aspect to point out is the recommendations for the 

walnut street intersection. This plan was a collaboration of downtown businesses and members of the 

public. The plan development included public walking tour of the downtown and public input.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 


