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INTRODUCTION

Implementation of the ideas expressed in this plan is vital to
continuing La Crescent’s rich legacy of local parks. Without
a focus on implementation, the community risks the loss of
key elements of the overall park system which isan important
community amenity.

As La Crescent seeks to achieve its future vision for parks, the
overall effort is guided by the following principles:

« Effective Use of Limited Resources - There will be
a finite amount of funding to improve parks over the
next ten to twenty years, Operating with limited re-
sources requires a clear understanding of the tools
available to protect and acquire land and to finance
park and trail improvements.

« Strategic Investments — Every park improvement
or new trail link that is accomplished enhances the
overall park system and benefits different users. A
thorough evaluation of each potential project before
investment ensures that limited funds will be used to
undertake the most important improvements to the
park system.

«  Opportunities — Even with careful planning, La Cres-
cent cannot control all aspects of implementation.
The ability to acquire an important parcel or take ad-
vantage of a timely funding source may occur at any
time. The City will need to remain flexible to take ad-
vantage of opportunities that present themselves.

« Collaboration - La Crescent shares implementation
of the park system with other parties. The La Cres-
cent — Hokah School District is a significant partner.
Property owners may also desire to preserve natural
resources by donating property to the City or other
entities such as the Land Trust. Drawing on funding
from other partners expands the capacity of La Cres-
cent’s financial resources.

70 LA CRESCENT RECREATION AND PARK PLAN

GENERAL
TIONS
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Within the next year, La Crescent will be updating it Compre-

hensive Plan, When the update occurs, this Park and Recre-
ation Plan should be incorporated into the document.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDA-

PARK DEDICATION

Park dedication is an important tool for implementing the
Park and Recreation Plan. In more robust economic times,
fees from development are a significant resource in acquiring
and developing local parks. Park dedication enables La Cres-
cent to acquire land or fees in lieu of land to provide park and
trail improvements. The future use of park dedication should
be guided by these principles:

- Ensure that the dedication ordinance outcomes are
in direct alignment with the recommendations found
within this Plan. The link between land or fees re-
quired and the Plan needs to be clear and defendable.
The Plan helps establish that link.

« Inthe event that land is accepted as a dedication, the
City should only accept land if the property to be ac-
quired fills a need clearly identified in the Plan and is
developable for park purposes.

+  Monies received from payments in lieu of land should
be used to acquire land and/or to develop park and
trail amenities needed to implement the recommen-
dations in this Plan.

SPECIFIC PLAN INITIATIVES

Beyond the general recommendations noted above, the La
Crescent Park and Recreation Plan contains a number of spe-
cific initiatives that are intended to strengthen the overall
park system. These initiatives are listed as follows:



IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

The Mississippi River is La Crescent’s greatest natural asset. The
river is responsible for La Crescent’s dramatic natural setting
and it provides an unparalleled water based amenity. Despite
being a riverfront community, access to the river for the gen-
eral public is limited. Large floodplain areas, the Shore Acres
neighborhood, and industrial uses east of Highway 14/61 are
obstacles to direct river access. Over time, access both visual
and physical access to the river needs to be improved.

In the short-term, La Crescent has an opportunity to pro-
vide access to Blue Lake at property owned by the City off of
South Chestnut Street, This access point is further discussed
in the Front Door initiative. Longer term, redevelopment of
the Twilite area which is a small peninsula of land located on
Highway 61 will present another opportunity to create a direct
access. The access in this area could be constructed in con-
junction with a small public plaza with seating, interpretive
signage and a river overlook. Depending on future develop-
ment plans, a restaurant with outdoor dining space could lo-
cate adjacent to the public access increasing the public’s expo-
sure to the river.

Twilight Area
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ENHANCE LA CRESCENT'S FRONT DOOR

La Crescent’s primary “front door” is Highway 61 and specifi-
cally, the intersection of Highway 61 and 3rd Street South.
Exhibit 6-1 identifies four features which enhance the sense
of arrival to the community and they expand the range of
recreational opportunities available to La Crescent residents
and visitors.



























