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INTRODUCTION

Implementation of the ideas expressed in this plan is vital to
continuing La Crescent’s rich legacy of local parks. Without
a focus on implementation, the community risks the loss of
key elements of the overall park system which isan important
community amenity.

As La Crescent seeks to achieve its future vision for parks, the
overall effort is guided by the following principles:

« Effective Use of Limited Resources - There will be
a finite amount of funding to improve parks over the
next ten to twenty years, Operating with limited re-
sources requires a clear understanding of the tools
available to protect and acquire land and to finance
park and trail improvements.

« Strategic Investments — Every park improvement
or new trail link that is accomplished enhances the
overall park system and benefits different users. A
thorough evaluation of each potential project before
investment ensures that limited funds will be used to
undertake the most important improvements to the
park system.

«  Opportunities — Even with careful planning, La Cres-
cent cannot control all aspects of implementation.
The ability to acquire an important parcel or take ad-
vantage of a timely funding source may occur at any
time. The City will need to remain flexible to take ad-
vantage of opportunities that present themselves.

« Collaboration - La Crescent shares implementation
of the park system with other parties. The La Cres-
cent — Hokah School District is a significant partner.
Property owners may also desire to preserve natural
resources by donating property to the City or other
entities such as the Land Trust. Drawing on funding
from other partners expands the capacity of La Cres-
cent’s financial resources.
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GENERAL
TIONS
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Within the next year, La Crescent will be updating it Compre-

hensive Plan, When the update occurs, this Park and Recre-
ation Plan should be incorporated into the document.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDA-

PARK DEDICATION

Park dedication is an important tool for implementing the
Park and Recreation Plan. In more robust economic times,
fees from development are a significant resource in acquiring
and developing local parks. Park dedication enables La Cres-
cent to acquire land or fees in lieu of land to provide park and
trail improvements. The future use of park dedication should
be guided by these principles:

- Ensure that the dedication ordinance outcomes are
in direct alignment with the recommendations found
within this Plan. The link between land or fees re-
quired and the Plan needs to be clear and defendable.
The Plan helps establish that link.

« Inthe event that land is accepted as a dedication, the
City should only accept land if the property to be ac-
quired fills a need clearly identified in the Plan and is
developable for park purposes.

+  Monies received from payments in lieu of land should
be used to acquire land and/or to develop park and
trail amenities needed to implement the recommen-
dations in this Plan.

SPECIFIC PLAN INITIATIVES

Beyond the general recommendations noted above, the La
Crescent Park and Recreation Plan contains a number of spe-
cific initiatives that are intended to strengthen the overall
park system. These initiatives are listed as follows:



IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

The Mississippi River is La Crescent’s greatest natural asset. The
river is responsible for La Crescent’s dramatic natural setting
and it provides an unparalleled water based amenity. Despite
being a riverfront community, access to the river for the gen-
eral public is limited. Large floodplain areas, the Shore Acres
neighborhood, and industrial uses east of Highway 14/61 are
obstacles to direct river access. Over time, access both visual
and physical access to the river needs to be improved.

In the short-term, La Crescent has an opportunity to pro-
vide access to Blue Lake at property owned by the City off of
South Chestnut Street, This access point is further discussed
in the Front Door initiative. Longer term, redevelopment of
the Twilite area which is a small peninsula of land located on
Highway 61 will present another opportunity to create a direct
access. The access in this area could be constructed in con-
junction with a small public plaza with seating, interpretive
signage and a river overlook. Depending on future develop-
ment plans, a restaurant with outdoor dining space could lo-
cate adjacent to the public access increasing the public’s expo-
sure to the river.

Twilight Area
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ENHANCE LA CRESCENT'S FRONT DOOR

La Crescent’s primary “front door” is Highway 61 and specifi-
cally, the intersection of Highway 61 and 3rd Street South.
Exhibit 6-1 identifies four features which enhance the sense
of arrival to the community and they expand the range of
recreational opportunities available to La Crescent residents
and visitors.
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Exhibit 6-1: “Front Door Improvements”
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Entry Plaza Area
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ENTRY PLAZA

Over the past several years, La Crescent has worked corrobo-
ratively with the Minnesota Department of Transportation
to add landscaping features along the northwest side of the
intersection of Highway 61 and 3rd Street South. The north-
west corner of this intersection has sufficient land to add a
small welcoming plaza thatis both a visual enhancement and
a functional space. Benches in the area along Walnut Street
provide some existing seating.

Exhibit 6-2 contains a concept plan for entry plaza improve-
ments. Since this corner sees significant bike traffic moving
between La Crescent and La Crosse, it can serve as a rest stop
and orientation area for both bikers and pedestrians. Accord-
ingly, the plaza plan calls for an information kiosk, small shel-
ter, seating, landscaping improvements and a water feature,
The information kiosk could highlight area bike trails as well
as downtown businesses, local La Crescent parks, and other
points of interest.
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Exhibit 6-2: Entry Plaza Area
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BLUE LAKE ACCESS

City owned property adjacent to the County’s recycling cen-
ter on South Chestnut Street should be developed as a small
park and public access. Consistent with the concept plan
shown on Exhibit 6-3, a small off-street parking lot can be
constructed with a walkway leading to a canoe/kayak launch
area and a fishing pier. A small shelter would provide shade
as well as information about Blue Lake and area points of in-
terest.

DOG PARK

La Crescent residents have expressed interest in having a lo-
cal dog park. Sufficient land exists adjacent to the La Crescent
Animal Rescue building on South Chestnut Street for con-
struction of a dog park, Establishing a dog park will involve a
number of steps including establishing a core group of com-
munity volunteers to help facilitate the process, identifying
funding sources, designing and constructing the park, and
establishing appropriate rules and regulations. Propetly de-
signed and operated, the La Crescent dog park can become
another community gathering space that not only serves the
local dog population but their human counterparts as well.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

Highway 61 is a formidable barrier that separates most of La
Crescent from the river and properties east of the roadway.
Pedestrian and bicycle connectivity could be greatly en-
hanced by the construction of a new pedestrian/bike bridge
over Highway 61 near 1st Street North. A bridge in this gen-
eral location could create a safe and convenient link between
downtown La Crescent and properties west of the highway
with the east side and major regional trail connections.

D, Y \I?"‘nr

Blue Lake Access Site

CREATE A MORE CONNECTED TRAIL SYSTEM

La Crescent is a key hub for trails that will eventually link trails
in southeast Minnesota with trails in southwest Wisconsin
and well beyond. Exhibit 6-3 identifies the plan for local and
regional trails. At the present time, Elm Street exists as a ma-
jor north/south trail spine connecting the community parallel
to Highway 61. Most other bike routes follow local roads with
relatively low traffic volumes. The City in cooperation with
Active Living La Crescent, the Houston County Trails Commit-
tee, the La Crosse Area Planning Committee and others are
working to expand the local and regional trail system. The
Wagon Wheel Trail and the Mississippi River Trail are two key
regional and national trail segments that are currently under
various stages of planning and development.

Concentrations of higher density housing are identified on
Exhibit 6-3. Generally, existing and proposed trails and side-
walks are in close proximity to these areas. Given the con-
centrations of population in these neighborhoods, as future
funds become available, the addition of sidewalks and trails
near these areas should be a high priority.

Dog Park Site
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Exhibit 6-3: Future Trail Map
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Truss Storage Site

WAGON WHEEL TRAIL

The Wagon Wheel trail is a key trail segment in eastern La
Crescent that will eventually be a key link to the Root River
Trail. The Root River Trail currently is a 42 mile route that ter-
rninates in the City of Houston, approximately 18 miles from
La Crescent. Efforts are underway to identify a route and
construct a Houston to La Crescent trail. When that occurs,
riders can access the Root River State Trail in Fountain or the
Harmony-Preston Valley State Trail in Harmony and ride to
La Crescent, move on to La Crosse and access trails to other
points of interest in southwest Wisconsin.

The initial phase of the Wagon Wheel Trail has received state
and federal funding. Phase one will connect Shore Acres
Road to the intersection of Sycamore and Main Street. This
segment which traverses an expansive floodplain area passes
City owned property that now houses a brush drop-off site
and open storage by a private truss manufacturer. The truss
manufacturer has use of the property on a lease basis. In the
future, both this property and the brush drop-off site have
the potential to be converted into a park. A parkin this loca-
tion could include camp sites and other amenities appealing
to riders using local and regional trails.

The second phase of the Wagon Wheel trail will connect from
Shore Acres Road to the West Channel Bridge. The final phase
of the project will provide a grade separated connection from
the north side of Highway 61 to the south side,
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL (MRT)

The Mississippi River Trail is one of the most significant bike-
ways in the country. It follows a route along the river from
Lake Itasca to the Gulf of Mexico passing directly through La
Crescent. Much of the MRT route is on roadway shoulders
and low volume roads. It maintains a close proximity to the
river. Within the State of Minnesota alone, the trail meanders
for almost 800 miles connecting 13 state parks and 70 cities.

La Crescent should continue to actively support the Missis-
sippi River Trail. Itis an important trail link for La Crescent resi-
dents and it can serve a source of local commerce serving the
needs of trail riders passing through town. La Crescent offers
a unique option for trail riders to challenge themselves by de-
viating from the MRT to ride along the Apple Blossom Scenic
Byway. The Apple Blossom Scenic Byway travels along High-
way 29 for a total distance of almost 17 miles. Riders along
the route can experience a climb of approximately 600 feet
and panoramic views of the Mississippi River valley.

Silent Sporis

Silent sports include running, cycling, paddling, cross-coun-
try skiing, snowshoeing and others, Many of La Crescents
parks accommodate these uses. The City has the potential
to provide designated areas for paddling activities including
both canoeing and kayaking. A canoe launch is included as
part of the plan on Blue Lake and the City should also pursue
launching points on the creek near the Kistler Trailer Park.




Future Park Site

Exhibit 6-4: Future Park Site
ﬁ?’)ﬂ_{J!ﬁF PARKS AS LA CRESCENT EXPANDS ITS BOUND-
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Historically, La Crescent has added population as areas adja-
cent to the community have been annexed and developed.
The next logical extension of La Crescent’s boundaries is to-
ward the southwest into the Crescent Valley area along County
Road 6. This area is currently the home of a small park main-
tained by the township. Property adjacent to the township
park has the potential to be a new community park serving La
Crescent and the surrounding area. The site has sufficient size
and appropriate topography for large field areas accommo-
dating soccer, baseball and softball. As development extends
into this area, La Crescent should work with land owners and
developers to acquire sufficient land for a new neighborhood/
community park. Exhibit 6-4 shows the general location of the
future park site,

DEVELOP SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

As needs arise in the future, La Crescent should continue to
develop special use facilities that although, not technically
parks, provide recreation and community gathering opportu-
nities. An example of such a facility is the community garden
that exists in the northern part of town. The City should con-
tinue to work with property owners and non-profit entities
such as churches to provide community garden sites in loca-
tions that are particularly convenient to La Crescent residents
who lack sufficient property for backyard gardens.

CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN AND IMPR OVE ESTABLISHED
i NAD

The Recommended Actions chapter of this planidentifies rec-
ommendations to further develop and improve existing local
parks. The City should continue its efforts to fully develop the
La Crescent park system in a manner that meets local needs
and does so with high quality facilities.
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