
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 568 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT REGULATING THE 

LIMITED KEEPING OF CHICKENS IN THE CITY OF LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 

 
 The City Council of the City of La Crescent, Houston County, Minnesota, hereby 

ordains: 

 SECTION I – PURPOSE. 

The La Crescent City Council finds it necessary to regulate the limited keeping of 

chickens within the City of La Crescent to protect public health, safety, and welfare. 

 SECTION II – LIMITED KEEPING OF CHICKENS. 

A. The limited keeping of chickens may be permitted as an accessory use to a legally 
established single-family residence subject to the following: 

1. The property shall be occupied with a single-family home. The owner of the 
chickens shall live in the dwelling on the property. 

2. No person shall keep more than six (6) total hen chickens. 

3. No person shall keep roosters or adult male chickens. 

4. Chickens shall be kept within a separate enclosed accessory building and fenced 
outdoor containment area subject to the following: 

a. The accessory building shall be less than 120 square feet in size and not 
exceed six feet in height. 

b. The accessory building shall comply with all standards for accessory 
buildings, unless otherwise stated herein. 

c. Any outdoor containment areas shall be screened from view from all 
neighboring properties and rights-of-way. Outdoor containment areas shall not 
exceed 20 square feet per bird and shall not have a fenced enclosure greater 
than six (6) feet in height. 

d. Any accessory building or containment area shall be located in the rear yard 
only and shall be at least 15 feet from any side or rear property lines. 

e. Fencing used to contain chickens shall comply with applicable conditions of 
the City Code. 

f. Chickens shall not be kept within the dwelling unit or garage. 

g. The accessory building and/or containment area shall be maintained in good 
repair, in a clean and sanitary manner, free of vermin, and free of 
objectionable odors. 

h. Chickens shall remain in the accessory building and/or containment area at all 
times and shall not run at large. 

i. Chickens shall remain in the accessory building from sunset to sunrise each 
day to prevent nuisance noise and the attraction of vermin and predators. 



 

 

j. Accessory buildings for the purpose of this ordinance shall count towards the 
number of accessory buildings permitted or the size limitations as stated in 
Zoning Ordinance Chapter 12.  

k. The slaughter of chickens on site is prohibited. 

l. The raising of chickens for breeding purposes is prohibited. 

m. The sale of eggs or other commercial activity on the premises is prohibited. 

n. Feces and discarded feed shall be regularly collected and only stored 
temporarily on site in a leak-proof container with a tight-fitting cover to 
prevent nuisance odors and the attraction of vermin. Such waste may be 
composted on site if objectionable odors are not generated and maintained. 

o. Chicken feed shall be stored in leak-proof containers with a tight-fitting cover 
to prevent attracting vermin. 

 
B. The keeping of farm animals other than chickens or in greater numbers than permitted 

by division A. above shall comply with all other requirements of the City Code. 
 

C. The limited keeping of chickens is permitted at established schools providing 
kindergarten through Grade 12 (K – 12) education. 

 

SECTION III – PERMIT REQUIRED.  No person shall keep or maintain chickens 
unless they have been granted a permit.  The permit shall be subject to all terms and conditions 
of this ordinance, and any additional conditions deemed necessary by the City Council to protect 
the public health, safety, and welfare of the animal.  The necessary permit applications are 
available in the City Clerk’s Office.  Included with the completed application, must be a scaled 
diagram that indicates the location of any chicken coop and run, the approximate size and 
distance from adjoining structures, and property lines. 

 

SECTION IV – VIOLATION.  A violation of this Ordinance is a petty 
misdemeanor subject to penalty not to exceed $300.00. 

 

SECTION V.  These provisions shall become effective from and after due 
passage and enactment, and publication, according to law. 
 
 
 PASSED AND ENACTED this 12th day of June, 2023.  
 
      ___________________________________  
                                                                  Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
City Administrator 


